Good Roads and the Farmer

By E. F. W.

‘Yy OUGHT to go to town but
l the roads are so bad 1 dare

not try it,”" is an expression

that we often hear from the farmer

during certain seasons of the vear,
and it is said with such an air of

mission that one cannot help
but draw the conclusion that in
many cases the farmers have ac
cepted the “bad road”™ as one of
the necessary evils—a thing that
annot be avoided and consequent

ly must be
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trated about natural tragetic
points, such as mountain pa
thus making natural the inference
that such avenues of overland
travel existed. The buffalo herds
made broad, straight paths from
point to point which can yet Ix
traced. The animals instinctively

chose the best routes and in many
cases it has been found impossible
to improve upon them I'he
Indians used these thoroughfares
for many of their trails and later
the white man, finding them good,
appropriated them to his own use

The first white settlers to start
with had very little transport
Therefore, a path to accommodate
the pack horse was sufficient for

their needs. As population grew
and the country became civilized,
more com
modities had
to be moved

and the wag
e superceded
the pack train
This necessi
tated widen
ing the former

paths and when it was fourd that
the soft carth would not sustain
the traffic, attention
given to the road bed

I'he first step in this direction
was the construction of the cordur
oy road, made by the use of sticks
and logs I'his

wagon was

was a step for

ward, although it is possible that
some of you have ridden over such
roads and know by experience
tha they do not compare very
favorably with some of our roads
to-day

The advent of the stage coach

and freight wagon brought an
other era in road building I'his
caused much friction between the
pack horse owners
coach and wagon men—a
which always has and pr

and the stage
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which they pass I'hey facilitate
the country’s growth in education,
religion and sociability, for as one
writer “The road and
are the two most

once said,
the schoolmaster
important agencies in

civilization.’

advancing

e good road has decided
economic value in any country. It
holds the balance of power for
good I'hev have a money valuc
to farmers as well political and

social value and leaving out incon

venience, comfort, social value and
refined influences which good

roads always enhance and looking

at them only from the “almighty

" side, they are found to pay
handsome dividends each year

['he question of road construc

m in a new country like Western

Canada one that is not very
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tion of the
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known at that time a road made
of layers of broken stone It is
true, however, that but few such
roads were built at the time. Most
of the old roads were merely

widened and graded, but remaine
of dirt

A good road rightly kept is the
railway of the world. Like well-
paved they make living
along them most desirable. They
economize time and transportation
of products, reduce wear and tear
on horses, harness and vehicles and

streets,

enhance the value of real estate
I'hey raise the value of farm lands
and farm products, and tend to

beautify  the country through

Makes Farming a Plew
likely to receive its due attention
I'he new settler is far too much
weupied with other matters to pay

his respects to the public highways
I'here is little regard for road
sites, old trails being followed
wherever available and little or no
ittempt is made to establish a per

manent road As the country
grows older and the crop becomes
more and more a factor in its

growth, the marketing of this same
crop becomes a problem on the
hands of the farmer, and he be
gins to realize that the good road
is something more than a thing of
beauty

This is the condition of a large
part of Western Canada to-day
The trail across the prairie has
been left behind, the section lines
are being and civilization
and settlement are demanding a
passable highway twelve months in
the year, a highway that will sup

fenced

port a load and at the same time
will not over-tax the farmer’s
team I'he average farmer says
there is no hurry about this matter ;
that good roads will come in due
time, but what about the enormous
amount of annovance Allll! l‘\]i\‘”.\e

caused during the waiting period.
When Appius Claudius, the
famous  Roman road  builder,

tarted out to build the now famous
Appiun way, he did not wait for
laggard builders, automobile clubs
and farmers to pass resolutions on
the subject, but simply put men to
work and constructed a road 330
miles in leng by 16 feet wide,
from south to Capua to
Brindisi although over 2,200
vears have passed since then, the

\ppiun way is still the best coun-
1 1

Rome

and

try road in all of Europe. If
figures are to be arrived at as re-
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road has carned Rome, it would
loubtless be found that it has paid
for itself hundreds of times, not
mly in cheapness of transportation

provided to those who live along

it, but through the increase in the
\

value t

of real estate

Although the question of road
mproving 15 ol direct interest to
the residents of our towns and
cities, it is most always one of
importance to the farm By far
the greater mileage of our roads

are located in the farming districts
and the chief use of these roads is
by the farmers in getting their pro-
ducts to market and for social
intercourse with their neighbors.
In recent years the automobile has
served a good end in that it brings
our highways into use by tourists
pleasure and thus
g a good 1 This use
will doubtless be greatly increased
in the future, but bulk of the
travel on country roads for a con
time to will con-
that of the farm wagon
So while every farmer
join hands with the auto-
owners in promoting the
good road cause, it is likely to re-
main a farmers’ question for some-
time and if it is to be settled
rightly, it must be settled in
accordance with the wishes of the
farmers
Perhaps this statement should be
qualified to some extent by saying
“enlightened farmers” for there is
no use in denying that for a long
time the attitude of the farmers
towards the good road proposition
was not as favorable as it should
have been, and there are still a
great many who fail to realize the
great importance of promoting
their prosperity, comfort and social
welfare. Western Canada at the
present time is in a most unfortun-
ate condition
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