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MATTERS OF MOMENT
The Children’s Aid Society — The

Golden Jubilee of Lourdes — Cath-
olics and Non-Catholic Cheirs.

As will be seen elsewhere in this
issue, the St. Vincent de Paul Chil-
dren's Aid Society of Toronto do not

appear to find anyching that com-
mends itself in the Act now before the
Dominion Parliament in reference to
delinquent - children. The twelve years
work of this Children's Aid, in the
betterment and safe-guarding of the
same class of children as the Act pro-
poses to cover, makes the judgment
of the Society on the matter one of
more than ordinary weight In the
report published, the Society, speak-
ing through their agent M1 P
Hynes, savs with reference to the
proposed legislation’ The novelty of
the proposed act is that it substitutes
Probation for Indefinite restraint

and commitment, and if i1t become
law it will do away with industrial
schools and possibly Children’s \id
Societies, and the methad of Proba-
tion as explained, wi 1 be the plac
ing of delinguent childre imder pro
bationarv oflicers, men ! women
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Granting at the outset that the
training and guardianship of a good
home is without parallel, and that

the thought of the framers of the Act

1s to place the children in question
undel the best possible sur-
roundings, the difhiculty at ance face
them of finding homes in which the

necessary supervision is nrocurable
How many, who would assume the
care of those childreu are fitted eith-
er by “temperament or a knowledge of
child-training, to successiuliy carry
wut  their self-imposed task? Th
WOl of the training 41|\|1n.;“|"'

of child-life 15 not one that may b
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or its special { 'op ¢
tioned, over children and give them
the duty 1« hadow their charges and
1o admonish them to good and to the
wdance of evil, would be generally
waking a useless waste of forces
hadowing even with tangible ap

intervals,
wisdoin,

pearances, at

by  words of

accampanied

cannot take

the inl.uq' of constant and pel sonal
pervision by those whom vears ol
preparation have qualified for the
rrving out of those duties which the
¢ of child-life involves
l'aking our local Children’s Ald .a
in illustration, what do we find? A
society,. the outcor of a lot it
want prior to its formation !
members  work altogether for love
and whose organization il:}lnwt"ll by
it twelve vears of experience at i
success, has proved i1ts position as an
[}

ient and beneficient instrument 1

the work of the bhetterment and up
lifting of the lives of so many ne
glected children Then, too, its aux
1aries in the warl St. John's It
dustrial School, where under the wn
ceasing and 0"!'!'!]"!\1-"i care of the
Brothers the hoyvs given ta their care
by the Children's Aid, receive
advantages which only experience and
unceasing vigilance can procure At
St. Mary’s Industrial School—an in
stitution on the same grounds as the

those

Convent of the Good Shepherd, but
quite apart and under distinct super-
vision—the girls who come under the

Children’s Aid are largely placed, and
here again receive the continuous at
tention that their child's condition
and heretofore n"'_:]r('h‘«i existence
make imperative, if anyfhing in the
nature aof improvement is expected
How many homes are there that could

ofier the necessary requisites in this
)ow[n-(l'
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It may be said that Wards of the

Society are in certain instances given
to strange homes even under present
oxditions. This is true, but it 1is
only after very careful investigation
an both sides that this is done. The
Ward placed out is either an infant
who is given almost at first hand to
some good home, where every possible
security—humanly speaking—is

or an older hoy or girl  whose

v

pro

aisposition and development are such
a5 1o make their placing in selected
homes a fairly safe thing to do \ll
childre n might not bhe so placed ta

;1“” betterment, are all pr

Aomes such as wauld merit the
Of the Society to the extent of g
weir Wards into their keeping
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This St. Vincent de Paul Children’s
Aid Society is, we belicve, the only
one of its kind in Ontario Its work
during the past twelve years speaks
for its great powers for good amangst
the children with whom it deals. Its
methods have been tried and far from
having been found wanting, are
clared by
Mmatter thought

d ]
ve of = to have been produc-

those who have given the

be better to adopt that which is
tried success, and estahlish more Chil-
dren’'s Aild branches, rather than the
proposed plan which is as yet un-
tried, and which seems to many to
have numerous disappaintments in its
train if carried into efiect.
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The wonderful happenings at Lourdes
filty years ago, are bhrought freshly
to mind bv the Golden Jubilee of

the

event which the world is now cele-
brating Though Catholics generally
take cognizance of this Jubilee, it is

to the members of the Sacred Heart
League that he work 1s specially
pointed out, and in no less auspicious

a manner than that it is given them
by the Holy Father himseli as their

“intention’”’ during the month of Feb-
ruary, and this means that Lourdes
and its wonderful story, oceupy a
considerable part of the thought of
the Catholic world during the present
time A\ Jubilee very often is but

the mere marking of the passing - of
time In this instance 1t means
much more It is the recalling of
the apparitions of fifty years ago
when eartn and Heaven communed

really and indeed, whe the Blessed

Virgin spoke to the child Bernadette
and when her difierent t
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In the matter of faith, it i el

aps comforting for mauy to remer
ber that even amongst the chose
twelve, there was a doubter, one who

demanded the testimony of flesh and
M\nn]‘ before he would believe When

St. Thomas said, “Unless 1 put my

finger into the place of the wounds
and my hand into His side, I shall
not believe, he l\]'llm"i thousands

who like himself claim association
with the Master and vet refuse to cre
dit His powel The workings of faitl
Are curious Those of us who believe
at all, acknowledge the earth and the
natural things thereof to be the work
of the Creatar. We behold the splen-
dor of the Armament and mark the
order of the mvriad stars that have

their being in its arca, we re
selves and acknow!lizdge that
Creat that to Hin
L d
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edgo 1t er, while reject the
former Our Lord whil¢ (

Ve po to His dis :“’4\ 1o Wol
wonders even to the pomnt ol raisi
the dead to life Is the arm of Hi
power shortened If not, why
should benelits not be conferred atl
L.ourdes and through the instrumen
tality of the one best loved either o
earth or in Heaver It is that we
mav see those things clearly and th
lig O ith mav be difhiuse throug!
out the world, that we mq hecon
as little childre and hereby 1 ter
al 1 K ra f Heaver ha
Lourdes and iis orious story {
now brougi ;HHL...,"‘!\ before u
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A\ de spatch to the Globe dated Feb

16th ives several 1tems regarding

that dayv to St
by the

Patrick
Archbist

VISIL made
church, Montreal,

of that important diocese I'hoagh
all the ems are of interest, the one
upon which we wish to comment is
that which prohibits Catholic from

perforn the duties of organist ol
taking anv pArt in
tant churches This subject
treated on several
columns, though this is the first time

we have noticed any official pronounce-

in Protes
had been
occasions in

services

these

ment regarding it, and we are of
course, pleased to learn that we were
not astray In our views cancerning il

It had always seemed to us that any
(atholic singing or plaving profes
sionally in a church other than Ca-

tholic, placed himself in either one of

two categories If he threw him-
self heart and soul into his work, then
was he assisting really and in spirit

in a worship other than the one in
which he to believe
condlv, if he periormed his work in a
perfunctory and mechanical way, he
was receiving remuneration foi
vices not fully performed and so was
not honest in return for the salary
paid him. This all apart from the
doctrinal or disciplinary aspect of his
or assistance at such ser-
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Some have the idea that as lang

Vvices
as they attend an early Ma<s they
mav afterwards give their services in

non-Catholic churches, provided a sti-
!H"_I‘ 18 d".‘h:t.t"i ta their doing
the last making it a
business aflail The pronouncement
f hbishop of Montreal, though

delivered onlv for his owl I-"-l]ll", 1S

SO,

1tem merely

wevertheless, enlightening for Cathe
h o\ vwhere | ! In ¢ \ 4“..-,\.
here are doubtless some who may
profit b he information contained
the prohibition giver by s Grace

of Portugal has signed
three decrees One of these repeals
the decrees issued by Fran.o, which
restricted the freedom of the press;
another repeals a decree issued on
Jan. 31st, which suspended the pri-
vilege of immunity from prosecution
of members of the parliament, and ex-

The King

de- | tended the powers of the criminal ex-

amining judge. The members ol ps~-
liament now under arrest will be lib-

d good. Would it not erated.

Rambler Gives Some Interesting

Details of Northumberland, Past*

And Present

In the course of a taur through the
East Riding of Northumberland dur-

ing the season now past, many Incl-

dents came under my observatiou
whirh, whether interesting or other-
wise, 1 described upon paper, and
placed them before the many readers
of the “'Catholic Register.” it is

now that 1
say about the

that fine

order
have something to
Western Riding of
tural county

perhaps in should
agricul-

Pefore doing so, how

ever, 1 must crave indulgence fol a
slight digression, the nature ol whict
wi | feel certan make 11 par 101
i Reade O i Catl ¢ Reg
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ould hardly make a replv, and 1t wa
mly when I met, last Septembel in
Windsor an excellent brothe ol h
Mr. James L. Halley, well and favor
ably known in the County of Welling
ton, that 1 fully learned the actual
condition of afiairs, and 1 can now
truly say that the withdrawal of the
clever “‘Old Timer,”” Mr. Wm. Halley,

from the turmoil of newspaper contro-
versy, which 1 hope will be but tem-
porary, has produced a keen pang of
regret in the minds of many of the

aders of the Catholie Register

I'he West Riding of Northumber-
land comprises the Townships of Alu-
nack, Hamilton and Haldimand, alsg
the town of Cobourg, and had a totfal

popalation in 1901, when the 1
Government enumeration wig compil
i~ of 13,055 (‘obouryg {t mav bhe
aid, without fea exagee!r
e o0 ! ) Lt l n v
e
\
{
1 '
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o 20 P S vetl
{ 139 | U8 Uonere 1
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vation Arr (e 1tively e
an Lo od v anv sect
¢ balance—21—unspi Churcl
commod In the oW it Co
bourg is both ample and attractive
indeed the poor, miserable sinner who
W Oobllgea ) eek a more comtort
wble place wher { rest himsell 1o
| : o two on Sunday, had to
face very serious difficult I'he Pro
estar Hpit C rg ha | I
D N { Sd Hiea 1n a mark
i LNt b |?|'v Christiar entl
nen \ e time, whose thoug! and
eloquence ran in the direction
ombatiing vic | hav unfor
tunately met with some so-called
nreachers of the Gospel who, appar-
ently dreaded, that then hearers

vestige of Chrnistian-

cardinals and

would loose all

ity unless the Pope, the

il who thought with them were
roundly abused Happily, preachers
of this brand are disappearing, if they

not altogether gone from us, and
the gradual decline of the strife
they endeavored to perpetuat
Christian harmony will be the gainer
That Cobourg, and the county, of
which it is the capital both
shaken themselves free from the tran
mels of intolerance, ha its  most
striking illustration in the
of M1 I. B McCall, a
adherent of the Catholic
successive occasions, to a
(lanadian House of Commons My
McCall is a son of the late lamented
John B. McCall of the Township of
Murrav, who was a highly successful
farmer, for many vears prominently
identified with municipal politics; and
was practising law in Cobourg when
the eves of leading Liberals were cast
.round in every direction looking for
somebody who would try to redeem
West Northumberland from the Togies,
who for vears held so firm a grip that
the constituency was looked upon as
one beyond redemption Mr. McCall
was asked to lead a forlorn hope and
enter upon a struggle which had
around il the elements of disaster I
was in 1896 that a political fight, tri
angular in its character, came off in
West Northumberland resulting in the
defeat of Mr. McCall by a very sler
dex rity, and had the battle be

left to a represer I 1

have

election
known
faith, on two
seat i1n the

well

maj

t
tive of eac of the

great political parties in Canada,that

gentleman would have glided into the
winning post in flving colors, as he
did in the election contests which s

sequently came off both in 1900, and

n ‘if"‘l I have knowledge of
the political history of West Northum

some

berland for more than the past forty
vears, and I do not consider myself
guilty of exaggeration when 1 say

that in the Dominion it has been re-
presented by able men. Several years
before Coafederation, the late Sidney
Smith was delegated to be its mouth-
piece, whilst filling the position af
Postmaster-General, in one of

wh

SUBJECT OF THE HOUR

by Mr. James Cockburn af Cob ing |
alsy a Conservative, a gentleman hande ver i r p1
if my memory is not at faul was Holy Fathe but S
'appoux!‘ first Speaker of the Domin- . o—— at { vVente
ion Parhament. ~The late Senato Evils Feared for Italy as are Now in toat the Fuperar Fra
err, on the crest ol a popular wave gratitude for b [eCOV
created by that tempestucus event,  I7ance—lay Leaders Needed for /.cent severe il
lhe Pacifi Scandal, floats 1into - fe ng of a mil r
the Canadian Ho 1s¢ of Com Bou' cwms' \ \u al
mons. M1 J. R. Hargrait, son of —— ! A
the late Mr. Wm. Ha:grait, for many . : | iollar wild amount
years a prominent and popular citizer ew York Freeman Journal.) nly to two hundre ol But
of Cobourg was another of those Lib- Rome, Jan. 15.—A scene took place Holy Father | eiy a
erals who, through fortuitous circun Monday ever Lthe U« 1 Ch cl I f1 Fmperor
stances have broken for themselves a of the Caj which throws a 1 r a 2i sk
road to Parliament M1 George Very sinister light on the religious fu- s ha vate & 1enCe
Guillett who, I am much pleased to ture of Italy It must be His Holir ust he time
say, Still hives, moves and has a b« bered nurst of all that owing y wa ACIng i W globe
ing, was since the death of Mr. Cock- Wanlon apathy and ¢ Y I t O anolhel T
burn, the Tory standard-bearer, and at tactics of the Iriends of religion and P«
many a stubborn contest he won the O social order in Rome, t Munic N\ t
representation of West Northumber pality of Rome has bes L he la l ’ L { a 110
land. two 1S entirely the hands of é e cen-
Elections in this riding were not e anti- ils Iher we ed 1 ) (a h \
always void ol their humot S { wit t ‘ ¢ ance 0 \1 ent | :
and 1t 1s with one of the g g lest y @ 1 be i s 1 ha 1 B
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The ymination came off at ( the { ( erable alarr i
Springs some days after this event, brou Frane \nd the é rna
and thit the candidates with their U Vet n 0 1 ! 1 g« M the foreig |
respective heelers and partizans flock 1 1 he fir t fter el ng grimages which were being ganize
ed, Mr. Grimshawe coming in a gor- an avowed enemy of the Chu as all over Gel 1 \ust d Bel
geous equippage, and attended by a Mavor, was to abolish the trivial sum g 1 e H b s Jubile
driver, a footman, and a postillion. set apart lor the Ca hins who | e been 2 ned in consequence of
The preliminaries incidental to all formed the last rites of religion over the shameful i or a ]
election proceedings, of this character the d I'heir second |ism of last s l 1s fel
having been disposed of M Rom: 1y at ( ) ( More
handled the Dbat, and led a obl tion, ti 1 o! gat R usi-
the oratorical tournament in a 2 { ery I peopl S t ! ficia
whieh leit no doubt that even in ven ese were | i tie Va g | )
those there were intellectual tgnin Kirmishes b re the ) S t - tl sult :
| giams Mr. Grimshawe followed, but |ing of the real battle At asent ore is 1 { Catholics
befty'e - he bhad journeved through half religious educati tolerat Ronig ] avn
a sentence, grim failure, botl n the public schoc ol It e ex t t be t |
humi ng, h become manife at t
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) » Parliament his was a st ! el law into 1 ' ‘ : ‘l”-'“
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'he contest came oli 11 guial illo t of { { VS wit
ler, and out of it the Lord of She 1 ' ixty eSSt e rise loms
o (,AHI_'- "‘wi redd a deleated mar five absta . 1 g iv1 ties
a poorer man, but, I think, a wisel 1 1l voices w heard begi of th iry St
ma fave owing the erty of ca : ! ! saw the
[ have already in this hurried ar hetica struction 1o the voung Ro- | r | S { his beautiful
| nted lucubratior borne testi ans of the twentieth century! ) Ad { P1 \
to that chivalrous spirit of re What does it mean? If vou put the |stands there t the beg g of the
ligious toleration which has, from gquestion to many excellent Ca 0t ) d sees M
my own point of observation, always here they utterly pooh-pooh the : i y o e
had firm foothold in Cobourg, and t lIfalv wiil ever go as far as Shovel and leveling the venerable
if v contention needs further proof, anee in 1 ersecution of religi monument t the ground; they have
I have only to adduce the case ol ar wnnily s enlv too much rea stored up ir safe fre the rav-
Irish Cathoiic bov who, some vears son to believe that thev are living wges of time and the sack of war and
ago, drifted to that pretty town, and gz fool's paradise It is vour corres- the rapacity of private greed and
became incorporated with its cosmo- | pondent’s humble opinion that witl ilation, a thousand treasures of
politan population W. J. Maher, for the next five vy evervthing t erature and history, all of
that was the boy's name, had neither 'has happened in France during the ! [ ave preserved for the ad-
wealth nor wealthy friends behind him, | 1ast fatal lustre will be repeated here stud our own times
in front of him, mor on anyv side of Religion will be banished from the have adorned it wit some of
him, but he had a willing pan of ' schools. a savage onslaught will be greates w1 tists who have ever
arn a clear head for an Irish gos- |made on the religious congregations |lived; they have enriched it with gal-
soon. and above all an honest heart | —pav the very position of the Pop leries and collections and museums
which beckoned to him to do right on | in Rome mav be made absolutely in- |and observatories On Sept:m-
all occasions In the course of a tolerable This is no ;|x~.\;:}¢‘\_'” is  bel 201t in veal 1470,
few vears “Willie”’ Maher launched simply applving the lesson of what the Itali troops and the 'tal-
into business for himself, at which has happered in France to Italy,where | hy took possession by
he was so successfal and gave such the enemies of the Church and reli- | force of Rome as far as the Leo-
general satisfaction that his fellow- | gion are emploving exactly the same |mne City; afterwards they were al-
townsmen invited him to a seat at tactics as have been adopted witl lowed to penetrate into the Leonine
the Municipal Council Board and ulti- such fatal success by their colleagues | City without resistance; but they
mately to the Mayor’s chair, the high-{in France The only hope is that the ' have never even attempted to pi sh
est civie position in their giit This Catholics will at last shake off the |their conquest beyvond the gates of
tribute to his worth is strongly em- appalling apathy and the toolish little the Vaticar It is not pertinent here

phasized by the fact that his

oppon

vas a man well-known and much
spected in Cobourg a man who
0 p gall 4 ] o t of
ous military title nd whost
! was decorated with trophies
of tory won on ma a eaceiu
eld Besides tl advantages
h 1 in his hand a weapon whicl
.‘ it L& E. : ot ! ‘ :\"‘: v,
but which in latter vears s been
put out of business altogethe This

the fact that Mr. W. J. Maher

was
did not say his pravers to suit him
but the level headed people of Co-

bourg were not moved by sentiments;
thev did not care two rows of pins
how ecither of the candidates said

their prayers, where they said them,

lor when they said them, so long as
Sir | they did not prey to any dangerous

‘John A. Macdonald’s Administrations. |extent on an innocent and confiding

|Mr. Smith was subsequently defeated | public.

“RAMBLER.”

sions that

they

ren
less, and that

the

have hitherto
1 b Imost powel :

W ] enter unitedly lint
ol al traced out for them by L
XIII. and Pius X The pity of it is
that throughout all the lengtl
of the Peninsula here S 1
s far as one see, a single lavman
wble of acting as a really compet-
ent leader. May God send one soor
both to France and to Italy
It is some time Since a serious at

tempt iade in the papers to
show that the Holy Father is rolling
in wealth to such an extent that the
faithful need not concern themselves
about contributing to Peter Pence—it
is a couple of vears since Pierpont
Morgan was credited with having pre-
sented several million dollars to the
Holy See; quite a twelvemonth has
‘elapsed since a news T correspon-

was n

to inquire into the reason

De facta as well as de jure the Pon-
tifi continues to be sovereign of that
e M his former territory which
ms s of U Vaticar
And vet the estion is still asked
Who owns Vaticar On the sur-
fal 43 e does not seem to he any
pecial reason why the subject should
be brought u, to-day, bevond the
fact that socmebody has discovered an

unpublished despatch written sixteen
years ago by Crispi in which he gives
it as his opinion that according to
the Law of Guarantees the Vatican
and all its appurtenances belong to
{the Ttalian Government. The Italian
statesman (deceased) and the makers
of the Law of so-called Guarantees
(all deceased) might with equal pro-
|priety have proclaimed the rights of
Italy over the British Museum as ov-

|dent had the happy idea of announc-|er the V7 ‘ican and its treasures.
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