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The Recent lnvestigations

¢ received the following
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prroRT ON THE INVESTIGA-
ON TO DETERMINE THE BUR-
141, PLACE OF ROBERT EMMET.

. vear or more previous to the
cenienury of Robert Emmet's death
ihe writer was the recipient of a
n of conngunications from wide-
v uierent portions of the world, urg-
ue that steps be taken to determine
al tely his burial place, and it
Id the initiative could only be

by the family.
[he writer had already made the
atterpt, in 1880, to begin such an
ation at Glasnevin, but had
ith so discourleous a response
i the rector at that time as to
render him  uawilling to place him-
‘ ain in a false position. It hap-
pened by good fortune the writer was
' winter in correspondence with
‘rancis Joseph Bigger, the edit-
I'he Ulster Archaeological Jour-
ol Belfast, and other Iriends in
It I, and by them it was repre-
ented the difliculties claimed to  ex-
vere in all probability exaggerat-

\1

In addition, Mr. David A
Quaid, a solicitor, of Dublin, pre-
swented me at the time with a copy

f his admirable work, “Robert IKm-

in which he presents an accum-

J.tion of new evidence to show that
Lmmet's remains were at some time
placed in the family vault, St. Peter's
Churchvard, Dublin. This new evi-

lence was so in accord with my own
mvictions that I determined to act.

I'his decision was hastened by the
promised assistance of Messrs. Bigger

ind Quaid.  Without further delay a

wersonal  application through them

vas made by me, as the representa-
ve of the family, early in the pre-
ent vear, to obtain the necessary
permission for beginning the investi-
m at St. Peter's; and, as | re
ded in New York and Mr. Bigger in

Bellast, the work in detail was plac-
ed i Mr. Quaid's hands, who inter-

wed His Grace the Archbishop (the
Most Rev. Dr. Peacocke, His Grace's
lecal adviser, a distinguished Irish
udge), and the other authorities here-
ter mentioned.

\t the beginning of the investiga-
tion it became evident the examina-
tion would pe confined to three places
~the family vault, St. = Peter's
Churchyard, the uninscribed grave in
St Michan's Churchyard, which had
ior years been accepted by a great
portion of the Irish people as the hal-
lowed spot; and, finally, to open the
uninscribed grave in the Glasnevin
Parish Churchyard.

Alter some delay all obstacles were
removed. Mr. Bigger's help as an
authority upon graveyards was most
nportant at the beginning, the in-
clatigable energy of Mr. Quaid (who
regularly corresponded with me, as
also Mr, J. F. Fuller) advanced the
undertaking in detail; and, finally,
success wassachieved by the co-opera-
tion of Mr. J. F. Fuller, the architect
i the Representative Church Body.
In fact, I fully realize that without
ic earnest co-operation of this gen-
leman difficulties, which were easily
nwercome by his aid, might otherwise
lave been almost insurmountable. On
4 Teport of these gentlemen it is but
. Jusy tribute to acknowleige the
reat{" courtesy and consideration
howh by all in authority, from His
tivace the Archbishop, a distinguish-
od judge of the Irish Courts, the
Church authorities of St. Peter's
(with the good wishes of the rector,
the Rev. Mr. Mahafly, and during his
ihsence the valuable co-operation ol
his assistant, the Rev. Mr. Robinson)
I must also add that Mr. xllid and
Mr. Fuller received mu facility
from the courteous Secretary of the
Representative Church Body, Thomas
Greene, Esq.

Before entering upon the report of
the examination made, the reader
should gain a knowledge of some oth-
er details.

At the close of the eighteenth cen-
tury, the Kmmet family of Dublin re-
sided on Stephen’'s Green West, at
Lamb’s Lane, near the corner of York
street, adjoining the present College
of Surgeons, where the house still
tands, though having undergone someé
alteration. The parish church was
St. Peter's, fronting on Aungier's
street.  According to a map used by
‘The Wide Street Commissioners’’ be-
ween 1790,and 1800, the plot of the
hurchyard may be described as a
parallelogram, obliquelx truncated on
he west houndary. ungier street
unning north and south, the north
houndary at a right angle, and
extending to Peter's row or White
riars street, and this thoroughfare in-
legsected  the wc by an obligue

rse from N. W. to S.E., mu
a good portion of the length
» south wall, which was parallel to
¢ north one. The church at that
ime occupied the middle third of the
oth&oﬂspdsmalkl::rm
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ainst the
‘ ~' .z‘d near the

t hand of the entrance close to
the wall on the south side.” 1f my
memory is correct it is stated in the
“Sham Squire’ that the Emmet bur-
ial gluce was in the southeast corner
of the graveyard, which woull have
been close to the rear of the old
guardhouse, and the author of this
work probabl de the statement
from his own Rfowledge. Dr. Madden
further records that the stone cover-
ing inseription on it

“Here lies the remains of
ROBERT EMMET, Esq., M.D.,
Who died the 9th of December, 1802,
In the 73rd year of his age.”

In 1880, the writer was unable to
find either the vault or the covering,
bearing the inscription, among the
headstones of the diflerent graves,
which were at that time laid in plles
along the walls of tie vard. On in-
quiry it was ascertained that the
completion of the transept to the
south had been made a lew. years pre-
viously, and, as all interments had
then heen prohibited by law, the sur-
face of the ground had been covered
in from five to six feet with earth
along Whitefriar's street to thé le.el
of Aungier street. At the present
time the tomb and headstones, which
the writer examined in 1880, and
which were then placed the one on
the top of another, atre now secured
upright against the outer walls of
the church and the enclosure, with a
few laid on the surface of the ground
at randowm, for there exists no guide
to indicate their proper position with
any* relation to the old graves or
tombs. Dr. Madden described the
stone which covered the Emmet vault
as a large flat one, and, as it was
not found among those said to he all
which had been disturbed, it was
thought in 1880 that the tomb had
heen simply covered in with the earth
used for levelling the surface of the
graveyard.

After enclosing
southemnst section of 8St. Peter's
Churchyard by a high board fence
(facing the street and also at the
back), at an ecarly hour on Monday
morning, July 6th last, in the pre-
sence of Messrs. Quaid, Fuller, the
Rev. Mr. Robinson, the Assistant
Curate of St. Peter's Church; Mr.
Robert Kmmet, my son, and myself,
a wide tren¢th was opened extending
along the south wall of the gravevard
westward  for twenty-eight feet,
starting from where the back wall of
the demolished old watch-house fac-
ing the street would have been. In
this space a vault, eight feet long
and eight feet and a half wide, was
uncovered, besides two detached
graves bricked in as single vaults,
which were not opened. The large
vault occupied the supposed location
of the Emmet burial place in the
southeast corner of the yeard close
to the south wall and about ten feet
west from the remains of the founda-
tion of the guardhouse. The excava-
tion was then extended from the un-
covered foundation of the guardhouse
along the south wall until the line
of the west wall of the new portion
of the transept had been reached, and
across nearly to the south wall ol
the church. This exposed a concrete
surface of from eight to twelve inches
thick, which had been laid over the
original surface of the ground after
the head and foot stones, with some
of the coverings and of the vaults,

a portion of the

had been removed, and on this was
placed the earth used to fill in, the
depth increasing towards the west.

This uncovered vault projected above
the surface of the concrete, and its
top was but a few inches below the
present surface of the yard. It was
opened at each end, to expedite the
examination and to remove the neces-
sity for disturbing the contents, and,
in addition, the concrete and refuse
filling in the original stone steps were
cleared away, so that a depth was
reached nearly to the level of the
vault floor.
The vault contained four coffins, two
of which were in a fair state ol pre-
servation; on two of these were cof-
fin plates pearing different names, and
from the dates it was thought that
these bodies were among the last
buried before the prohibitory law
went into operation, and the conclu-
sion was reached that this had been
the receiving vault of the church. Al-
ter a search of five days nothing was
found in comnection with the Emmet
family. The vault was carefully clos-
ed; but before filling in the trench
where the concrete had been removed,
at difierent points the ground beneath
in every direction was sounded by
means of an iron bar introduced to a
depth of several feet. It was the
oprnion of all if another vault had
been below it would certainly have
been found by this means, while in no
instance were the remains in any
grave disturled or even reached by
the iron bar from above. It is pro
er to state that during the whole
time of exploration either Mr. Quaid,
Mr. Fuller, or Mr. Robert Emmet at-
tended and directed the work. The
Rev. Mr. Robinson was also very of-
ten present.
()npthe followiny day, after com-
leting the search first undertaken,
ht. bert Kmmet, tt‘:::ha :.: :::
ditional exploration m
co:d with Dr. Madden'» statement, di-
rected that another trench be extend-
od along the south wall of the church
to the right of t'he ‘:ihurch entrance,
nothing was found.
.‘!lt‘he onlyg conclusion to be drawn
from this investigation is that, il
other vaults were formerl situated
in this portion of the churc yard, u;e
tops, with a portion of the side walls
must have been broken down and the
vaults then filled in. The broad stone
which Dr. Madden described as cover-
ing the Emmet vault must have been
puried elsewhere alter the destruction
of the vaults or it certainly would
have been found by means O the iro:t
par, and as a IKOO' of this s si-
tion one large flat stone with m;
seription  perfect and portions ¢
broken ones were found w
peen used to fill in with.
flat stone so disco
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ever be found the final resting place
of Robert Emmet will be demoustrat-
ed. In a work just published by G.
P. Potnam and Soms, New York,
‘“Ireland Under English Rule, a Flea
for the Plaintifi.”’ | have detailed at
some length in the appendix my rea-
sons for believing that Robert Em-
net's body was finally placed *with
the remains of his f{ather, mother,
brother,_ sister, and other relatives in
the family burial place, but to enter
on any comsideration of this subjeot
would be out of place here,

AL my request Mr. Fuller took
charge of my application to make the
exploration in St. Michan's Church-
yard, and on_his report 1 heg to ac-
knowledge my thanks for the courtesy
and promptness with which the need-
ed permission was again granted by
the Representative Church Body, the
Rector, Rev. Mr. Long, and the
Church-wardens. The charge ol this
examination was but a just tribute to
Mr. Fuller, who had f(-‘t justified, on
the testimony collected by him, in
the belief that this spot was the bur-
ial place of Robert Emmet. As a
connection, through the Mason lam-
ily (of Kerry), of Robert Emmet's
mother, Mr. Fuller long cared for
this grave which he had enclosed and
covered with a marble slab bearing
only the inscription ‘‘September 20,
1803." ’

After my departure from Dublin this
uninscribed grave was opened on Sat-
urday, August 3rd, 1903, in the pre-
sence of Messrs. Fuller, Quaid, two
Churchwardens of the church, and
others Before the excavation had
been completed Sir Lambert Ormsby,
M. D., the President of the Royal
College of Surgeons, Dublin, attend-
ed, and to him was submitted for ex-
amination the remains here found, af-
‘ter they had been photographed by
Mr. Geogh , of 2 Essex quay. It
was decided best to obtain the ser-
vices of Professor Alec Fraser in ad-
dition, before the examination was
made, and, in accord with this agree-
ment, on the following day these gen-
tlemen attended and their conclusion
was so readily reached that the re-
mains were soon replaced, the grave
refilled, and the original uninscribed
stone was put back in the same place
it had occupied so many vears;, but,
by request of Mr. Fuller, with the
side containing the inscription under-
neath.

Mr. Fuller had also discovered in
the receiving vault under St. Michan's
Church a skull, having a piece of
crape tied around it to hide the eye
cavities. 1t had been believed by
many, [ think without sufficient
grounds, that the _ elder Pe-
trie had carried Emmet's head away
to take a plaster cast, and that
Petrie did not return with it until
after the coffin containing the body
had been removed by the Rev. Mr.
Gamble, of St. Michan's Church, from
the gate-house at Bully's Acre on the
night of Emmet's execution. With a
knowledge of this tradition and that
in this vault it was supposed the Rev.
Mr. Gamb.e had deposited for some
time Robert Emmet's body, the pos-
sibility suggested itseli that this
might be Emmet's skull which Dr.
Madden or someone else knowing its
history had placed there. On being
submitted, however, to the judgment
of the above-mentioned medical gen-
tlemen it was decided at once that
the skull could not have heen that of
Robert IKmmet.

Before the reception of the reports
of these gentlemen my son, Mr. Rob-
ert KEmmet, who had a medical train-
ing, and I, had reached the same con-
clusion from a careful inspection of
the photographs sent us by Mr. Quaid
of this skull, and our testimony 1s
offered in corroboration. _
The following reports I have receiv-
ed from these gentlemen, and I wish
to express my sincere thanks, not
only for the personal favor, but for
the great service rendered by them to
the public in determining beyond ques-
tion that this uninscribed grave, so
long cherished as the hallowed “spot,
does not contain the body of Robert
Emmet:

“Report on the skeleton and other
bones submitted to me for Inspect-
ion in Saint Michan's Churchyaid,
Dublin, by Mr. J. K. wuller, F.S.A.,
Architect, and Mr. David A. Quaid,
Solicitor, August 3rd, 1903.

“On Monday, August 3rd, I met by
appointment at 4.20 p.m. both the
above-mentioned gentlemen, and they
submitted to me for my inspection
and opinion several human bones tak-
en out of a grave which was allegzed
to be that of Robert Emmet, who it
was alleged was placed in this grave
some time in the year 1803.

“The skull that was submitted to
me 1 immediately stated was the
skull belonging to an aged man, and
could not have been that of Robert
Emmet. who had not reached his 25th
The lower jaw fitted the skull

year.
and, in my opinion, belonged to the
same person. In addition  to these

pones, and which were found in the
same grave, were portions of a parie-
tal pone of the skull of a young child,
and portions of ribs of same. stated
to the above two gentlemen that 1
would far prefer before I gave a de-
finite opinion and report in writing
to have every bone that could be
found in the grave removed therefrom
and placed in order on a flat slab, so
that I could examine the skeleton as
a whole, and then compare accurate-
ly each bone separately of the skele-
ton submitted. Accordingly on Tues-

day, August 4th, at the hour
o‘clock“l“s in attended at Saint
Michan's Churchvard, being accom-

panied by Professor Alec Fraser,
R. C. S., Prolessor of Anatomy,
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland,
in order that he should act with me
in this important and farreaching in-
vestigation. We then carefully exam-
ined the skull, lower jaw, vertebrae,
and long pones of the limbs taken out
of the grave and laid out in order as
directed by me, and we had no hesi-
tation in sayi
longed to an :fd man, and one
must h‘v.e‘bm at least six Iu: in
M ‘v i) 0 no
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not consider

5 | weight at the time. On my return, if
the examination at Glasnevin has not
been completed, I will send 4 copy ol
this letter for publication, that the
* | statement of
may be taken for what it is worth,
For mysell, while I have no pleasant
recollection of his courtesy, 1T have
too much respect for his calling to
doubt his veracity.

In conclusion 1 can but express my
great disappointment in many Te-
respects, but as a whole the investi-
tion has not
who | and T am well satisfied that every ef-
fort has been made to obtain a suec-
cessful result. By exclusion the claims
of 8t. Peter's are increased,

ef The

same anatomical reasons already stat-

LAMBERT H. ORMSBY, M.D.

F.R.C.S., Kt., President Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons, Ireland. A '

to the head of an aged male
seen the bones of the trunk, and

. There was no difficulty in de-
termining from the length of the long

well as from
these 1elonged to a man over six feet
There were also seen here

female skeletom, and
some bones from the skeleton of  an

Third—A second skull was examin-
ed, and there was little difficulty in
concluding that it also was from a
male past the meridian of life,

of Surgeous, Ireland.

the
Robert Emmet in the Glasnevin Par-

enlarging the chancel to within a foot
and a hall of the uninscribed head-

Through fear of
building the authorities have been un-
willing to grant permission for open-
ing this supposed grave to the
length, as it extended
pathway nearly to the dormer
wall of the church, if the unir:cribed
stone was placed to indicate the head

an exploration within the limits per-
mitted by the authorities. Mr. Quaid

which were of the depth of six feet.

have no faith in the claim that Rob-
ert Emmet was buried at Glasnevin,
but I regard the restricted explora-)
tion as being too incomplete %o be

Madden, in which he states distinct-

of the parish he attempted to clean
up the graveyard,
open and neglected for years. A num-
ber of headstones had fallen and had
been displaced. Many of these he set
up wherever he found space, and this
particular uninscribed stone,
has for years been supposed to mark

placed there himself, ‘‘havin

nearly
This letter was
me by Dr. Madden

with my disagreeable cx‘wrience

tents which seemed to relate to an
incident I did not care to recall.
had forgotten the circumstance until
this letter was accidentally found by
me just before leaving home, amon
a mass of papers which had been lai

As my
Ireland for the
primarily the

obtain the only positive proof), I did

only solution rests in
that, ‘mﬁw.

other fir
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that the individual to

whom it belonged died at an advanc-

h, 1903, !

|
ofessor Alec Fraser, Pro-
natomy, Royal College of |

Surgeons in Ireland:
Having been asked by Sir Lambert hotly.

|

President of the Royal |

College of Surgeons in Ireland, to in- | openly,
spect and give my opinion upon cer- | idea ol sparing your feelings. And

in the churchyard of St |
blin, I went there at 5

p.m. on the 4th August, 1903, and in|
his and in the presence of two other
gentlemen was shown:

First—A skull with lower jaw; the |
latter, though separate, belonged to
the same head.
of the alveolar raches of the

From the absorption
upper
he partial disappearance
| sutures, and from other
's, there was no diffi-
ding that these belonged

read out on a slab were
of
hind limbs, almost com-

of the trunk bones,
other features,

as
that

bones which had belong-
also

al-
o aged as the first skull

ALEC FRASER,
Anatomy, Royal College

better VALUE than any

, inding a purchaser, so I thought

d, 1903.
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a final settle-
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A HASTY JUDGMENT

(Continued from page 6.y

My young niece express her preference
for hard cash, and her doubt about
I
would help her out of the difficulty.
If she hadn't been in such a hurry to
accuse the absent, she would have
discovered my cheque in the bex in
place of the trinket. Your stall will
not lcse by the transaction
“I consider that you have
me a very mean trick,”’ said

plaved
Nancy,

“I might have given you the check
admit, but 1 had some vague
1
thought that on finding the cheque
you would grasp the situation with-
out a verbal explanation, and be
rather pleased about it. I inlend to
give the chain to Miss O'Brien,  if 1
may do what I like with what is my
own, twice purchased.’’

“‘Really, Edward, you can he most
oflensive,”” said Mrs. Wilson, vio-
lently fanning herself.

““Then I will try to be pleasant. By
way of beginning let me congratulate
you on your son's immediate prospect
of becoming engaged to my heiress.”

“What?"’ she hall screamed.

“That—what 1 have said. All my
worldly goods will one day be Miss
O’'Brien’'s, and part of them on her
marriage, in payment of an old debt.
If there is any good in me, if I have|
perseveredand prospered, the thanks,
humanly speaking, are due to James |
O’Brien. That is why I asked you to
be kind to him. When I was a lad I |
was turned out of my -stepiather’s |
house on a false accusation, und.l
friendless, penniless, under a cloud as
F was, James O'Brien sheltered me, |
believed in me, made a man of me. |
When I decided to leave England, he |
paid my passage to New York and|
gave me my start in life. Though we
lost sight of each other, 1 never for- |
got what I owed him. I returned with
one object and aim—to find him and
prove my gratitude. I learned that in
old age he had fallen on evil times—
that life meant pinching and strug-
gling for him and his. Thank God, 1t
is in my power to say that he shall
never know another anxious hour; |
that as he was a father too me in

him in his. It is my turn to help —
that is all.”

It was not quite all. He did not
say that on meeting Nellie O'Brien he
had for the first time in his life
known what it was to love a woman,
He did not say what sweet hopes had
died, what bright dreams had been
broken by Bernard’'s success. He ex-|
tended his hand to his unconscious
young rival, without a trace of bit-|
terness. \

“Good luck to you Bernard! If you
are not happy with her, you deserve
to be wretched. But I think you are
of the right stuff,” he said. “It is
better so,”’ he told himself afterward.
“I am too old, too world-worn for
her. And he is manly and plucky and |
steadfast. Yes; it is better so." —
Mary Cross, in Irish Catholic.

Against Idle Courting |

A priest who believes that ‘‘keeping ;

company’’ between children under 18|
leads to immorality and that dancing |
during the school year diverts from
study, has some interesting things to
say regarding these matters. A few
of his expressions with respect %o
courting among children are:

“l know that the practice ol
‘keeping .company,’ as they call it,
among. children below 18 promotes |
immorality and leads to intimacy
that should not exist. ‘

“Boys should be by themselves and
girls also by themselves during their
school days. They will attend to their
studies much better.”

“These love affairs disturb the work
of the classes and generally have a
demoralizing influence.”

U1t is seldom that courtship in
school results in marriage. The youn
people soon become tired of eac
other."” .

“All courting ought to be with the
end of marriage in view."

“Just as demoralizing is the cus-
tom of school children in attending
dances. They ought not to be kept
up late hours.”

Healthful Action
of _l!o Bowels

is Absolutely Essential to Good
Health—Dr. Chase's Kidney-
Liver Pills.

By increasing and invigorating the
action of the liver and thus securing
a good flow of bile—nature’s own
cathartie—=Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver
Pills ensure regular and healthlful ac-
tion of the bowels. This is the only
means by which constipation can be
actually cured and a host of sexious

derangements prevented. Disease can
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