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I have known as laying down His life for me, is the
same Lord I have to do with every day of my life,
and all His dealings with me are on the same prin-
ciples of grace. The great secret of growth is, the
looking up to the Lord as gracious. How precious,
how strengthening it is to know that Jesus is at
this moment feeling and exercising the same love
towards me as when He died on the Cross for me.:

This is a truth that should be used by us in the
most common every-day circumstances of life. Sup-
pose. for instance I find an evil temper in myself,
which I feel it difficult to overcome; let me bring it
to Jesus as my friend, virtue goes out of Him for my
need. Faith should be ever thus in exercise against
temptations, and not simply my own effort ; my
own effort against it will never be sufficient. The
source of real strength is in the sense of the Lord’s
being gracious. The natural man in us always dis-
believes Christ as the only source of strength and
of every blessing. Suppose my soul is out of com-
munion, the natural heart says, ‘I must correct the
cause of this before I can come to Christ;” but He
is gracious; and knowing this, the way is to return
to Him at once, just as we are, and then humble our-
selves deeply before Him. It is only in Him and
from Him, that we shall find that which will restore
our souls, Humbleness in His presence is the only
real humbleness. If we own ourselves in His pre-
sence to be just what we are, we shall find that He
will shew us nothing but grace. ‘

It is Jesus who gives abiding rest to our souls,




