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frozen at il'.l", at Nulato, whilst the alcohol thermom- 
eterat SI. Michael's marked .VI11 ; from which we may 
infer that, at Nulato. the latter would have marked at 
last (ill0 tor 'XV' helow freezingi. The first live days of 
that mission we found water on the ice, under the snow, 
and as we had no snow-shoes, our feet were soaked and 
tln'ii, in a few minutes, entirely covered with ice both 
inside and out our deer skin hoots. Be not surprised at 
hearing of water on the ire during such a tremendous 
cold : the water of the river becomes gradually lower, 
and the crust of ice remains suspended, (there being a 
vacuum between it and the river's surface;) then, natur­
ally the ice bends and cracks, water issues through the 
opening, and the two or three feet of snow that covers 
the ice prevent the water from being frozen for a long 
time. I mentioned the it 1st a while ago. It was then 
that I had my ears, cheeks, nose and chin considerably 
frost-bitten ; so much so that oil my return to Nulato, 
Father Mandart hardly knew me. During that mission 
I instructed the Indians at « Alexi Rarrabarra, » at 
» Nohoillillota » « Anwik » « Benin. » « Kojirofski, » 
« Poimut, » « (Jargarishapka. » and in a few harraharms 
wlieie 1 found isolated families.

At Poimut, I could no more use my interpreter, as 
it is quite a ditl'erent language which is spoken there ; 
hut 1 was fortunate enough to find everywhere either 
one or more Indians that understood and spoke the 
Russian. The language of the Poimut Indians extends 
over the main land in a southern direction, that is, over 
the Kuuskokwin and 1\oodiuc Island, the inhabitants of 
which speak the same language substantially as the 
poimuls. Fast of Poimut, one language is spoken, with 
a few dill'erences of dialects, on Ihe/Ynm nu’River as far 
as the Rocky Mountains, and on the Lemma as far as
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