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frozen at 39¢, at Nulato, whilst the aleohol thermom-
eterat St Michael's marked 539 5 from which we may
infer that, at Nulato, the latter would have marked at
last 600 (or 93¢ below freezing. The first five days of
that mission we found water on the ice, under the snow,
and as we had no snow-shoes, our feet were soaked and
then, ina fow minutes, entively covered with ice hoth
inside and out our deer-skin hoots. Be not surprised ab
hearing ol water on the ice during such a tremendous
cold @ the water of the river becomes gradually lower,
and the erost ol ice romains suspended, (there heing a
vacunm between it and the viver's surfacen theny natur-
ally the ice hends and cracks, water issues through the
opening, and the two or three feet ol snow that covers
the ice prevent the water from being frozen for a long
time. [ mentioned the 31st a while ago. It was then
that T had my ears, chieeks, nose and chin considerably
frost-hitten ; so much so that on my return to Nulato,
Father Mandart havdly knew me. During that mission
[ instracted the Indians at o Nlexi Barrabarra, » ol
« Noloitliltota » « Anwik » « Banio, » « Kojirofski, »
cPoimnt, v Gavgavishapka. o and in a few barrabarras
where I found isolated families.

At Poimut, I eould no more use my interpreter, as
itis quite a different Tinguage which is spoken there
It 1 was fortunate enough Lo find evervwhere either
one or more Indians that understood and spoke the
Russian.,  The language ol the Poimut Indians extends
over the main land in a southern direction, that is, over
the kuuskokwin and Koodiae Island, the inhabitanis of
which speak the same Language substantially as the
Potmuts, East of Poimut, one language is spoken, with
a few differences of dialectsc on the YouconRiver as far

as the Rocky Mountaius, and on the Lenana as Tar asz




