
PRELIMINARY CHAPTER.

Roman Law-Depinitions-Divisions-Interest of its
Study—Plan.

Law Om.) is, taking the word in its most positive and
most technical meaning, the totality of the rules imposed
by external compulsion to regulate the relations of menamong themselves(a). The Romans were earlier thanmany other people in arriving at the point of distinguish-
•ng between it and religious rules, which have reference

the relations of men with their gods (fas)ib), andthey saw just as clearly the line of demarcation which
separates ,t from morality, the rules of which, considered
as not affecting the public interest, are obligatory only
.u tb« realm of conscience, and may be violated without
penal consequences (c). However, the distinction between
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