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AFRICA.

Asia. In .summer the shepherds drive their flocks
tar up into tJie mountain -valleys in .search of
pasture.

740 Tim Land of Dates lie.s „„ the «outl, of tl,e Vtl isMountam... I,. t)m country, wl.icl, is watcci a itUeby S^

I and shelters then, and their flocks fron. the burning s„n

746. The Sahara is almost a. large as the
Donunion of Canada. Far as the eye .^n reach, not
a tree, nor a l.iade of grass, nor a drop of water
IS to be seen

; nothing hut burning .sand and barre.i
rock. In other parts of this great desert there are
vast tracts of tinn soil, yielding dry, stunted
herbage. Jfere and there, far apart, are .sprin.^s

brmg,ng back gold-dust, ivory, and ostrich feathers

I

They carry their goods on the back of the camel"
lln.s us.;ful an.mal is sometimes called the " shin
of the de.sert." '
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WC AN (HSIS,

Of water; and ,dl around are green irmss, shady
pa .ns. an.| fruitful vines. Sueb a fertile spo^
.aled an e..v,.. ,„,,st, ,,,. very beautiful in the m'usto tlK. barren desert. Travelling ...en.hants crossthe Sahara

> . large .•,„„,,ani,.,s. earrvin. ...ttn...
and '-is to the Negroes of Centraf Africa, and

-i.s. Central Africa an.i the coast regions near
tlie Equator have two seasons in the y,.ar,-a rainy
season (wlum the rain pours in torrents durin-^ a
part of .nery day), and a dry seos^n. This part" of
Africa IS highly fruitful, yiold.ug all kin.ls of
tropical products. Here are palms, oranges, tigs
an.l cocoa-nut.s. I„ .some of the low „iar«],y
countries near the rivers the climate is ,,uite un-
healthy, and travellers are almost sure to be seiz.'d
with n.alignant fevrs. The native Negroes do not i

sufh.r so mu.b, but they are said to be short-lived I

J^.tth. IS known of Central Africa south of Sou.lan I

<-xcept that it is exiren.ely hot, and has dense
forests aboundnig in wihl animals.

7I!». Southern Africa has less inten.s.- heat, and I

»: the far soutj, th,- climate is temperat.-. like that I

ot the north. A gr.'at plain towards the south, I

called the Kaf>%,n /)r,rrf, is .,uite barren in the
<Iry season

;
but when the rains set in, it is .soon

<"vrrcd with tall gra,ss and beautiful (lowers.

Animals. 750. In the dense forests south of the ,'

<in.at D.'sert and in the thickets elong the mar- ' '

Riiis of the lakes and rivers ant many large wild
annnals-.th(^ largi-st in the world-as the elephant,
'•"'I'l'H'eros, hippopotamus, eroeo.lile. Hon, and
hyna. On the plains towanis the south are
beautiful antelopes and striped zebras. Here also
'« found M singular animal called the gnu, or horned
hors(>.
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