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never made a part of the Romifh Relio-ion.—
Vet one may l)e permitted humbly to^alk, if
they were once declared to be Orthodox and
Catholic by an infalhble and unchano-eable
church, by what means have they ceafed to be fo?
If they were held to be true dodrines two cen-
turies ago, they muft be equally believed to be
io now, for time alone can produce no effc6t
u])on fuch general principles, and the unity of
faith, which is faid to be " the diflinguifhiiiff
'' charaaer of the Catholic Church," muft ex-
tend to every period of its exiftence, as well as
to every member' of its communion, or it
muft be a vain pretence. For if a o-eneral
principle, which was pronounced to be' true a
hundred years ago, is now, by the fame autho-
rity, declared to be falfe, there is an end both
of the infallibility, and of the unity, of the Ca-
tholic Church. At one of thofe periods it
muft have been in an error, and, in both, divi-
ded againft itfelf. If thefe princij)les are only
difpenled with, or the execution fulpended,
the fame authority may again revive them.
Inltead of denying the exiftence of fuch doc-
trines, Mr. Burke would have done more fer-
vice to his communion, and would have per-
formed a taik more latisfaftory to all His Ma-
jefty's loyal fubjeas, if he had n^Mytd thefe
doubts, which muft naturally occur to every
perfon who at r.Il confiders the matter.
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