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npicuouH, instances, we have seen, time and ttnie aniin, tlie workiiiK of

tbii »amc spirit of rampant uiUeinpered mm ialisn», and are made to feci

how helpless the Chureh is to aUay the storni.Jo the ralMnj* of wlii« h she

has too much eontrduited. One nielan«h«)ly feature «if.lhe i»revailinn

gotllessness of our time is the/(re(|iien<y of sniride. li is sanl that even

in our quiet, and eomparatively moral, City of Toronto, there have Iteen
_

six suicides within the last numth. If this lie unhappily true, it indicate*

tt eondilioo of irreligious k«m1Icss despair prevadinn our coinmunily,

which leads those who are sorely tried hy adversity, or l»y the wicketl-

.

ness of others, to seek relief froiii their troubles, not in Cod's love, Init in

what they wrongly suppose to l)eoltlivion and annihiliUion.

For all the evils of our soi lal comlition the true reine<ly is not des.

pair, hut faith, faith which endures, as seeing Kim, Who is invisihle

'

nort-, but Who upholds all things, guides all tilings, hy the word of His

power, Who came to take away sin hy die sat rifi«e of Himself, and

Wlio ihall yet come t^) take vengcnce on them that oliey not iWul, and to

Iw glorified in His Saints and a»hnired in tliem that lielieve. Hut U'fore

that time the world must lie turned upside down, and many cuslonw

which have corrupted the world must lie changed Ity the power of Cod.

And Cod fulfils Himself in many ways, and it rests altogether with men

themselves whether this radical change from prevailing wrong to triuii*-

phant right shall lie effectetl amid the luriil fires of sanguinary revolutioit,

or I ly the gentle mnueiices of the Spirit of Cod. To this end let us

lal)our, for labour is prayer, and wliilc wc lalxnir let us in our Uves as

wdl as with our lips pray in the words of last Sunday's collect tliat the

eourse of this worldmay be so pauxably ordered by Cod's govemancCi

that His Church may joyfully serve Him in all godly (piietness. .
.

It is too umch, however to expert that all will be simioth watier and -

calm progress for the Ark of Christ's Church. It will not In: until all or

nearly all the baptised mendters of Christ are steadfast in faith, joyful

through hope, and rooted in charity, that the CMuirch which they make /

up will safely pass the waves of this troublesome world. Christ cam^

not to send peace on earth, but a sword, add the progress of His religiyii

has all along l>een marked by strife.and even bloodshed. And nO wonder,

for the world has to l)e sulnlued to the olnjdience of Christ, and ^brld-

liness fights long, and dies hard. It would iiot matter s<i mucly il the

struggle were entirely with outside enemies ;
but in every centurywidm

every country, worldliness within the Church has Iwen the grc^t trouble,

V and Christ's worst foes have lieen those of His own household. - And so

it has come to pass that from ti mi; to time the religion of Jesus has

found itself involved in the jealousies and ambitions pf worldly men,

and hits l)een used by them as n pretext for furthering their unworthy

designs And so, 1 fear, it will continue to be untd men have really

; learned that the Most High ruleth in the kingdopis of men, and that

righteousness exalteth a nation. , „'

Great Britain and Ireland have l)een no strjtngers to this mixture

v^'


