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EDITOR'S NOTE

The published Journal makes Jour volumes, each about

the size of tlie present book. But though I have had to

curtail it by three-quarters I have tried to retain the atmo-

sphere of tremendous activity which is one of its most

remarkable features.

Mr. Birrell, in his " Appreciation,'* hasfocused in a very

striking way the interest, actuality, and charm of JVesley's

Journal, and all I have had to do was to select those par-

tions which best illustrate them.

The wonder is that it has not been done before. Edward

Fit-Gerald once wrote to Professor Norton, " Had I any

interest with publishers I would get them to reprint parts of

it," for he was a great lover of the Journal.

'

Writing to another friend about IVeskys » Journal;*

FitzGerald said, " Ifyou don't know it, do know it. It is

curious to think of this diary running coevally with

I

IVaipole's letters—diary—the two men bom and dying too

\withinafew miles of one another, and with such dijfaent

\lives to record. And it is remarkable to read pure, un-

affected, undying English, while Addison and Johnson an

tainted with a style ivhich all the world imitated."

Macaulay's estimate of Wesley may also be recalled.

Wesley, he said, was " a man whose eloquence and logical

j

acuteness might have made him eminent in literature,

' whose genius for government ivas not inferior to that of

Richelieu, and who, whatever his erro,s may have been,

I

devoted all his pozvers in defiance of obloquy and deri>mn,

\
to what he sincerely considered as the highest good of his

' species."

Wesley is one of the most strenuous ethical figures m

history, and literature has no other such record of pesona

I

endeavour as that contained in these pages. To make Uiat

record accessible to every one is the object of this


