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It ta polloy to starve all fo«lK f„t twenty-fonr hour* In-fore killing them. At
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KILLING AND PLUCKINO.

If poultry Is to be used soon after killing, there will not be much danger of
disintegration set up by the blood which lodges at the base of the brain from dis-

locating the neck. Home bellwe that the bird does
not lileed pro|)erly unless It luis quite a long neck,
on account of the fact that all the flowing blood
has only this small crevice to run Into.

If the stock Is to be held for a certain length
of time before marketing. It Is advisable to use a
method of killing which will rid the body of the
lilood. as It Is In circulation, when death occurs.
To meet this demand, the following method, with
diagrams. Is given after the experimental work
WMiducted by the Inlted States Department of
Agriculture* as to the best methods with best
results obtainable. This method Is endorsed by
connnerclal jwultrymen, colleges, experimental
stations, and many experts. When killing, the bird
should lie sus|)ended from the celling or rafters by
a stout cord attached to Its legs, to the height of
the piercer's chest, ns shown In cut. A blood-cup
1« usually hooked through the nostril of the bird.
In order to catch the blood. Uy this practice the
blood is kept from the feathers, which may be used
as a by-product. Almost any kind of a knife willwork we 1 but It Is better to have a knife which Is about 2 Inches long and a U Inchwide, with a thin. flat, but strong handle, and a blade which n.ay be sharpened onboth sides, with a very sharp ,M,|„t. Having It shar,K.ned on both sides, one doesnot need to turn the knife when braining the bird after It Is bled. The fowl's head

s held engthwlse In the killer's hand. In on Inverted ,K«ltlon. an^ the knife is run
1.1 Just beyond the bony surface of the head, then the jugular vein Is cut on the leftside when the bird's head Is upside down In the hand, as shown In the Illustration

BIcodlng. Note tbe way knife in
held In rlsht band and blood-cup
attacbed by book tbrougb nostril.

A irood kllllns-knif><. Kxsrtly half-slzt.-.

If the cut Is made properly, the bird bleeds profusMy. After this the knife Is centred
In the grove located In the centre of the roof of the month. The knife Is placed
do,i-nward In the groove, and then pushed backward Into the bony structure of the
head to the distance that might be explained as between the eye and the ear of the

• Circular No. 61, United States Department of Agriculture.
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