
this. When the constitution limits 
the parliamentary term to five 
years and the members are elected 
under that constitution, it is beyond 
their powers to prolong the life 
of parliament except by using 
autocratic methods, nor does any 
unanimity or legal action or altera­
tion of the constitution make them 
representatives of the constituencies 
they were originally elected for, and 
whose electorate may have entirely 
changed in sentiment or largely in 
personality. Even the directors of a 
bank or chartered company have 

* no power to re-elect themselves, 
though they are only representatives 
of the shareholders as trustees, en­
trusted with property or the manage­
ment of property for the benefit 
of others, while members of parlia­
ment are representatives of individu­
als. This is clearly shown by the 
voting qualification, which for mem­
bers is individual, the vote of the 
wealthiest member of the community 
having an identical value with that 
of the poorest, or of the largest 
property owner with that of the 
voter who has no property. For 
directors the voting qualification is 
shares, the holder of one hundred 
shares, or equivalent proxies, having 
an equal electoral voice with one 
hundred shareholders possessed of 
one share each.
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