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The Roxzborcugh,
Ottawa, November 21, 1919

Miss C. Welland derritt,
5¢. Catharines, Ontario.

Dear Miss Yerritt:

It is vory kind of you to hnve suggested my
aldres:ing the monbers of the Iroguet Charter of the
Daughters of the Bmpire at the Chatesu Laurier on or
about Decermver 2nd. I rogret that 1 was absent in
Yashington wier your wirs wes received, snd have nnly
this moment come sgross It inm the correspondsnce which
accumnlated durlar my adsence.

I fear it will be quite impossidle for me
to talnk of giving anyipddresses other than of a purely
political nature, for come menths to come. 48 you
will understand, T have had in recent months & very
lurge number of invitutions to sddress polities?
gatherings cf one kind or avother. [Iracticeslly all
of these I have been obliged tc refuse. and of the
number [ have eccorted only two or thrae conditionally.
Were I to begin addresses of 2 non-political nature,
I am afrald that sapy of my supporters would feel that
I was not showing the appreciation I should of my first
obligation to the Party shich has chosen me its Leader.
Thorefore, I feol that, until at least ! have had 2
chance of delivering a nuwber of politicel addresses,
I should not accept other invitatious.

I need not say it is 3 real regret to me not
to be able to accept the invitation you have extended.
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