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We're fore worms

Sometimes a good idea just needs the shightest
into a real gangbuster

l'ake
ments t

for example, recreation and parks commussioner Lyle Love s com
his week He told city councillors he wants to hire some worm-pickers
who will practise their nocturnal trade on the fairways and greens of the city
owned Lakeview golfing course

Fhe income from selling those worms totalled $5.000 in a previous year
and stands to help out the beleaguered taxpayer Besides that, the pickers
will deter vandals, who themselves like to pick regulariy on the 1
clubhouse

aKeview

Well, if the city could just convince deve h)p( rs. industrialists, retailers
shopping mall owners and boards of educ ation to install putting greens and
fairways all over the city, the advantages would be enormous

Imagine all that beautiful green space. Imagine the employment boom
for worm-pickers. Imagine the boost to our economy selling all those worms
Imagine the tourism possibilities of becoming the country's worm capital
Imagine the deterence to vandalism. Imagine all those greens and fairways
just begging to be used on a sunny summer's day
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Spring tever came to city hal
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few warm sunny days
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Hazel
and the
s mouth agape
suggested that the
was motivated by
something she had for lunch that
day or that she was simply over
One city councillor told
me he felt the mayors antics
were evidence she'd Kicked oftt
her re-election
without telling anyone

Others trace the MeceCal
manner to the evening of her
the week before, saying
there's been no hiving with her
since

Personally, 1 don't believe
that headlines or praise have
turned the mavor's head. I think
it's something in the water they
drink at city hall

But you decide for yourselt, as
I recount one day's events

it seemed apropos for the
city's general committee to be
debating, Which Should Come
First The Chicken Or The
kgg

Earnest spokesmen for both
Maple Lodge Farms Ltd., an in
dependent Brampton-based
chicken processing firm, and the
United Co-operatives of Ontario
(UCO) came to speak to the
committee

The owners of Maple Lodge
Farms were there to explain
how a shortage of live chickens
meant possibly more workers
would be laid off, many of whom
live in Mississauga and Bramp-
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stating what
suspected, the mayor
Now, this committee 1sn't
qualified to discuss whether or
not chickens should be frozen
live or plucked. We're here
because we want the consumers
to know the name of the game

MecCallion expressed concern
for the plight of 40 Maple Lodge
Farms employees who lost their
jobs because of the company's
predicament

Some people may think that
40 people losing their jobs is
small potatoes when Ford is lay-
ing off thousands,” said the
mayor, her voice rising in
crescendo, ‘‘but when my
residents are losing their jobs
and their homes, I'm con-
cerned.”’

Returning to the delegations
at hand, the mayor thundered,
“What are you doing here? This
committee doesn’t know
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Then, praising the willingness
of the committee to hear trom
both sides, the mayor announc-
ed she felt, “‘the city has made a
major contribution today to
getting this out in the open

She concluded with this con-
trary advice for both
délegations. “Leave the govern-
ment out of this. If you can't put
your heads together and solve
your problems, it only proves
that private enterprise doesn't
work. "’

But UCO's Don Huff had the
unexpected last word

I appreciate your concern for
people, be 1t four or 40, said
Huff. “And 1 hope the mayor
won't be parochial enough not to
be concerned about the 95 peo-
ple we've (UCO) had to lay off.”

For once the mayer had
nothing else to say. The com-
mittee reaffirmed its support for
the position of Maple Lodge
Farms, which wants a
guaranteed supply of live
chickens. And I'm still in the
dark about what makes Hazel
McCallion tick.




