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probably see more artists produce 
and market their music without us­
ing the record company establish­
ment.

According to Van Dyk, record 
companies arc frantic to squelch 
MP3 and to control thc pool of art­
ists.other things, Bob Dylan tunes.

However, they are unlikely to 
succeed. Similar battles have all 
been lost by companies like 
Microsoft, IBM and CompuServe.

If there is a lesson here, it is 
that whatever businesses we may 
establish or become part of, it is 
important to treat people fairly. 
Businesses which succeed by means 
of deals which burn out their clients 
and require that new opportunities 
be suppressed are unlikely to earn -- 
trust and loyalty from those they 
claim to help.

In thc case of the music in­
dustry, they even give justification 
to those who illegally copy indus­
try merchandise. Uncopyrighted 
material in MP3 format is becom­
ing available to every high school 
student in the country.

One of my children tells me 
he is bringing home an MP3 CD. 
Should I ask him how he got it?
He'll probably tell me before I ask.
In any case, I better go lightly with 
him. I may need his help in manu­
facturing my own CDs in a last ditch 
reach for stardom.

companies?
Van Dyk explains.
Record companies regularly 

hire a number of people like pho­
tographers, public relations consult­
ants and session musicians to workRoast chicken muffins
with the artists they sign. The serv­
ices provided by these people, how­
ever, are billed to the artist at inflated"The meal of winners"
prices.

For example, a manicurist 
suddenly becomes an “image con­
sultant." Her or his services are 
billed to the artist at $125 per hour. 
In this way, the artist is milked for 
every possible penny.

According to Billboard maga­
zine, an artist who sells 500,000 CDs 
will likely see only about $20,000.

Understandably, musicians 
are looking for alternatives to being 
exploited by mainstream record 
companies. Annie DiFranco. for in­
stance, records, prints and markets 
all her own CDs and is doing well.

With MP3 technology and the 
availability of inexpensive high 
quality recording equipment, we will

Muffins can be a great convenience to anyone who doesn't 
have the time to prepare three meals a day. They 
healthy, filling, and all-around great.

For these easy, delicious muffins, you will need;

4 cups flour 
1 cup milk 
1/2 cup oil 
1 cup sugar
1/2 tsp. baking powder 
1 cup chocolate chips 
1 orange peel 
1/2 ground roast chicken

Mix ingredients in a big bowl, putting chicken in 
last. Grease muffin tray, or the chicken will stick. 
Happy munching!

can be

Michael Veenema

We would like to wish everyone a very

Happy
Holiday

& a
wonderful 

Y2K!m ►>

x15Note: For a festive holiday treat, 
substitute egg nog for milk and 
cherries for chocolate chips.
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We'll see you next milleniumrj
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PRIVILEGE I 
NOW HAS IT 
MEMBERSHIP^
VISIT LAWRENCES 
FILL OUT A CARO 
COLLECT POINTsJ 
EARN PRIZES 4 
GET FREE COVllB10PRIVILEGE PROGRAM IN EFFECT
SIMPLE.
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