Biting the hand
that feeds

When money 1s being handed
out by an institution, it 1s all too

casy fon

the pote ntial rec Iprents to
fall into a complacency regarding

\frer

all, it is their money, so they can

the application procedure

award it however they wish,
right? Besides, if 1 complain, 1
will gel [)].lt('(l on a secret black-
list and the only pile my applica-
tion will see the top of 1s the
circular file, so why rock the boat?
['hen again, are they living up to
their public image? Are their
mouths assessing the applicants
one way while their hands reshuf-
fle the applications outside of the

public earshot?

[t 1s time for this rat to lodge a

formal protest against the rules of
the race. I am going to centre on
two sets of awards given out by
NSERC (the Natural Sciences
and Engineering Research Coun-
cil of Canada): the NSERC Uni-
versity Undergraduate Research
Awards and the NSERC Post-
graduate Scholarships. If you are
not directly concerned with these
would recommend
reading on anyway; you may find

awards, |

reasons to think about the proce-
dures of the awards for which you
are eligible.

Ta b
According to the NSERC Scho-
larships and Fellowships Guide
(1986-1987), the objective of the
undergrad research award 1s

to stimulate the interest of under-
eraduate students in research . .."
and thus ““. . . encourage these
students to undertake graduate
studies.” (p.5). ““The university
will assess ... each application on
the basis of the student's aca-
demic record and research apti-
tude . . ." (p.6.) This is quite a
noble NSERC
obviously realises that marks lar-
gely reflect the
ability of a student (as well as how

undertaking.
memorisation

smoothly and conveniently the
student’s private life runs) and
that pitifully few course grades
indicate independent research
potential. There is apparently a
chance that potentially ingenious
researchers who have problems
with rote memorisation will get
the funding they deserve. Think
again, folks!

\ g o D Warwich
Kimmn Chair ol the Biology
Department), academic  grades
are tl only selection criterion
O € .l}r[l“l.ﬂlrllh leave the
deparunent. As Dr, Kimmins put
it, a student with a 95% average

could propose to study the effects
ol Christmas on the reindeer pop-
ulation and will receive an award.
I'he selection committee doesn't
even look at the research prop-

osal. So much [

promoting
rescarch potential! The awards
are mainly promoting memorisa-
uon ability via assessing only
marks. In the process they also
weed out such undesirables as
people with at least one term ol
bad health or (and Lord forbid
these people get into rescarch)
those f[rom not-so-well-to-do
backgrounds who had 1o friter
away their school nights working
to support themselves.
“Students who are candidates
for ll!lLl(‘rgl'.itllmlt' in'nh‘ssinniﬂ
degrees in the health sciences
are not eligible to hold these

awards.” (p.5, NSERC guide).

to prevent wasting funds on A’
students who are only after the

summer research awards for the
intend to
pursue a career in research. Nice
promise, but then reality comes
knocking., I can remember an
student

money and do not

incident
(name and address witheld to pro-

mvolving  a

tect the guilty) who applied for
and received a summer NSERC
therealter

and was

accepted into medical school. She

siltlrlly
spent her entire summer com-
plaining about how bored she
“irrelevant’” work,
what [

was with her
not exactly showing
would call a stimulated research
interest. According to Dr. Kim-
mins, the names of those who
have applied 1o professional
schools are held as confidential
information; therefore such arule
depends on the honesty of the
applicants. What kind of public
posturing is it to have a safeguard
rule which has no check?

For those who have the qualifi-
cations (read marks) or the intes-
tinal fortitude o have survived
the dark undergrad
granting without
deciding to opt out to join the

cloud of
procedures

blue collar workforce or a chemi-
cal dependance treatment pro-
gramme, there is indeed a silver
lining. It's a bit tarnished, but at
least it is silver.

continued on Page 8

FENWICK SHOPPERS’
DRUG MART

presents

University Student Days
November 20-22

15% OFF* with university I.D.

®Bausch & Lomb Sensitive Eyes Saline Solution
240 ml & Bonus 10 ML Daily Cleaner $1,99 GL'IS‘
®Pepsi 2 Itr. $1.79
eEdge Shaving Gel 200 ml §1.99
® ABC Detergent 1 Itr. 69¢
e Listermint Mouthwash 375 ml $2.49
eTampax 40’s $4.49
eShoppers’ Drug Mart Chips 200 g. 69¢

r--------—--------------1

i e(Colgate Toothpaste 100 ml $1.09 i
L SPECIAL PRICE OF 69¢WITH THIS AD |1

------------“-_—----_--J

Fenwick Medical Centre
5995 Fenwick Street
Halifax, N.S. B3H 4M2

*On all merchandise purchased by students exclud-
ing sale items, tobacco, prescriptions and

ood Basket. 421-1683
- RESEARGH PAPERS
GAZETTE ADVERTISING 16,278 to choose from —all .. bjects
Putting You in Touch Save Time and Improve Your G. aces!
With Halifax's Students ! Order Catalog Today with Visa/MC or COD
Phone: 424-6532 - EiE»213-477-8226 %
| Or. rush $2.00 to: Research Assistance

11322 loaho Ave #206-SN. Los Angeles TA 90025

Custom research also available—all levels

5. NOVA SCOTIA’S 4
' ANSWER TOA 2~

ATTENTION. . .

Monday Night is University T-
Shirt Night

Wear your school T-Shirt and
receive special prices!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT IS
LADIES’ NIGHT

Specials on Food and other Sur-
prises including Door Prizes such as
Jewelry

Promotions and contests all week long
FEATURING: Star Search 86 — the hottest

¢ contest to hit the Atlantic

i \Oed Region with the best of

00‘ w 0&6‘ singers, actors comedians and dance couples.

o'  MONDAY & TUESDAY ARE UNIVERSITY NIGHTS
WITH SPECIALS OF FOOD.*

5184 SACKVILLE STREET
BELOW THE MISTY MOON

*valid student 1.D. required
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