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IAT THE, SIGN 0F THE MAPLE
t A DEPARTMENT MAINLY FQR, WOMEN

FROMTHE FRONT ROW
,41 itbe Opening of 'Parliament

By ESTELLE M. KERRIT is ail very well to be the wif e of a Lieutenant- "That is Admi:
Governor or a Cabinet Minister an the day of navy, aren't you
the apening of Parliament, but it is ev-en better but as a whole, t
to be a representative of the Press, if yau simply-weil will

want to see everything ta the best advantage. Sa, "Isn't that ban
armed with aur magic passes, we sailed past raws wear one but it's
of policemen and in ta the senate gallery, whule like -this aigrette
others more gorgeously arrayed and more inti- in the daytime.
mately connected with the gavernment, were forced dress at one o'clo
ta, wait outside until two o'clock when those who weather,, but we
had tickets for the reserved galleries were admitted. any thing !'
They bore down on us like a flock of beautiful "Oh do look,
birds alighting and surroundin us ln the benches. just corne in an4
Such costumes of satin and chfiffon and lace, with Why doesn't sonr
gieaming white shaulders and flashing gcms only thank goodness!
equalled in spiendor by the uniforms of their miii- hand-isn't he a
tary escorts. When these were seated, those who Lady Laurier ta
had tickets which entitled them to standing raom stay! *And there
were allowed ta enter, until every availabie space of the, throne,-
was filied while we sat smiling from the front row. stood...

Meanwhiie on the floor of the House the Mem-ý "There's Miss
bers' wives were taking the seats which the Sena- downi the first ti
tors had vacated for them, and there the costumes great sensation-
were even livelher. The ladies stroiled in, gîing The first time sl
us ample time ta criticize their costumes, and it kept orn her -,,loi
amused me to listen ta scraps of conversation from nicest man in, to~
ail sides. The lady behind me had been seated on "I've been prai
the-floor of the House the previaus year, and be- it will -be so crc
wailed the' new government and its changes, the time enougli to
pretty girl ta my riglit was interested only in the let us wear couri
clothes, whiie an elderly lady nearby was sa thriiled room. There w
wîth the presence of royalty that she could speak year! Look at
cf nothing else. chuirch çlignitarie

"This is the first time the rayai ensign bas floated tiful things- heré
front the tower above us," she said in an awed funny round ben
voice, "and 'aftcr ahl, next ta King Edward, he is "The Suprerne
quite the best! Yet their manners are so simple! now; aren't tho
They tell me at the state bail the other night that They look like b~
ev-eryone was spoken to. This is the first time, "There's the S
tao, that there have been two chairs on the throne; read somcthing.
Lady Grey sat on the floor-I mean, of course, in is better than hi
an armi chair. And he is so good to bis borsés, they it twice. Nowi
are exercised every day and were for a month tor 's. oebat's Ru
before lie arrived. 1 suppose they think of poor Taylor,.
Pnincess Louise. . ."I wish the 1:

"Do look," remarked the former member's wife, There's the firsi
"there's Mrs. A. sitting right beside Mrs. B., isn't exçiting !»
that deliightful?ý How they hate eacb other, those "Here they coi
two, oh how they hate ecd other!" lie look like. Kin~

"Here camtes Mrs. P-2 said tlie prctty girl, A silenice fell
"what a perfectly beautiful bouquet! She really is » The Duke wore
awfulIy pretty until she starts ta walk. . " led his lady by ti

K.

"There go the Gibson's,
they're giving them arm-
chairs right near the
throne. What handsome
uniforms the Lieutenant-
Governors have! .

rai D-. I'm just crazy about the
? Not individuaiiy or personally,
here is'something about themr that
you look at that gown!...

d'in the hair sweet. I wish I couid
frightfuily unbecoming. Do you

.? 0 f course nothing looks well
Don't you hate to get into evening
ck? And an open carniage in this
considered ourselves iucky, ta get

ir Wilfrid and Lady Laurier have
d they're standing there ail alone.
iebody go and speak ta them. Oh

I{e's shaking hands with his ieft
dear! Sir. James Scott is taking
her seat. Sir Wilfrid can't even

's Mr. Borden standing to the right
just wýhere Sir Wilfrid always

Eisn't she,,a beauty! She feil
me ýshe was presented and made 'a
-perhaps she did it on purpose!
ie dined at Goverrnent House she
tes, but now, she's engàged to the
vn-weli aimost.ý
cticing my curtsey ail morning, but
>wded 1 know. they won't give me
do it properly. .I wish they would
t trains, but they take up.too much
ere 700 presentations an hour iast
the plum-coloured robes oin those
s, aren't they quite the most beau-
!1 Who are* going to sit ýon'that
ch near the-throne ?"

Court Judges. Here they corne
se red 'dressing gowns the'limit!
and men on top of a circus wagon."
peaker, M. Landry. He's going ta

I must say bis French
s Eglish,~ but it seems silly ta read
they'r't swearing in the new Sena-
fus Pope and the other is George

>uke wouid hurry uip and cornte.
*gun of the royal salute-isn't it

me;~ now we must ail stand; doesn't
g Edward!1"
as the Duke ari Duchess appeared.
his Field Marshall's uniform and
ie hand in which he heid lis baton.

He preceded lier in
passing the barrier,
then stepped aside most
gracefully and agai.n
gave lier his hand.The

f Duchesa, too, was ex-
tremiely graceful and
looked ver handsome

During the speciai presentations the Duke and Duches stood.

A Corner in the Officer8 CzalerY.

Military Secretary,> presented the Duke with a marn-
script, the Duchess handed her husband his gàlsse >s
and he read the Speech front the Throne, first in
Englîsh and then ln Frenchi, after which the Duke
and Dthess took thieir leave and the' ladies aiter
pausing ta chat with each other gradually drifted
on to, the reception in the Speaker's chambers, leav-
ing the Senators ta, resumne the business of the day.

On Saturdây night the scene in the Senate Cham-
ber was even more brilliant. Every woman had
saved her grandest gown for this accassian and the
xnajority carried beautiful bouquets of flowers,
whule the v-eus and feathers worn by ail, proved ta
be universally becoming. Again we took up, our
positions in the front row and saw at the best ad-
vantage the gay doings below.

The officers and their ladies had access ta the
gaîleries. near us and so were spared any tediaus
waiting as thcy camelast ln order of presentation.
The others could not corne ta the galleries until
after they bad been presented, but the Duke's
thoughtfulness* had provided waitîng-rooms for the
guests which ev-eryone, especially those who liad
in previous years endured the long wait in the
halls, appreciated very mucli.

The officers' gallery was a lovely siglit witli ail
the fiiliy tulle v-eis and dainty white feathers.nod-
ding from eacb feminine bead. In the front row
across from me, sat a pretty white-hafred colonel's
wif e with a sheaf cf tawny ch santherums that
harnionized with the colorings cf ber gown; iying
across the rail before lier. Next to ber a major's
wif e adjusted lier gloves, whue behind a couple of
debutantes were taking tlieir places. The white
or very delicately-tinted gowns looked very mucli
the prettiest with the tulle veils, but the more vivid
colorings of deep rose, paddy green and turquoise
blue varicd the monotony of the scene.

Thbe floor cf the Senate was gay with military
costumes, and the officers stood la four lines lead-
ing from th~e barrier ta the throne. The Duke was
dressed as before in bis Field Marshall's uniforni;
the gown worn by the Duclicss was ev-er more mnag-
nificent than that cf the previous occasion, and ber
court train cf white satin with flôwers embossed
in coiored v-civet and edged with sable, was a thing
of great beauty. The presentations prececded with
unusual rapidîty; we timed tbcm, sixteen ta the
minute--s»etimes eighteen when no court trains
intervened. The number cf presentations was ver>'
large,. but ev-en wlien the numbers bad passed the
second thousand, the smile of the Ducliess was ex-
tremely gracious.


