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stationed in the larger Euiropeatn ports 'so that the nutuiber uft undlesir-
ables hicading for this country -,vouild bc retlucedl tu a inimumiin.

\Výith less than one-tenth ut-) our lait(l unider cultix atiun, it io
impossible and il would lie unwise lu limiit the itîlmiigratiun. Ye1 t
would be equally unwise to allow the scumn of Europe tu fluat this
w~ay. Clos e inspection miglit miean fewer immnigrants. but il wuuld
itîcan t ter imimigrants. and qualitv is just as îiupot tant as 1 ulalntît\x

SASKATCHEWAN AS IT IS

W E hlave received two letters froin Saskatchewxain %hich are
wortliy of sonie attention. NIr. F. \\V. Tobey, of Meula, \\ rites

lu protest against the )oinion Goverlnmetit's action in huiying sced
grain in Prince Edward Island and sending il west. île (leclarcs that
there was plenîy of first-class seed grain ini Saskatchexx an for ail local
uiee(ls and that the farmiers w'ould have been) glad to seil il, at 90 cents,
Nvhile the Prince Edward Island grain cost $1.1; laid dow~n at W\esternt
stations. The farîners of variOus districts sent rel)resentativcs tu
Regina to see the Goverrnment agent there and to ask himtu 1 bily local
grain. The answxer xvas that under lte regillations the graitn cuuld
1w bouglit only in car-load lots and that it miust bie inspectedl att(l
cleaneîl in i Winipeg. This condition prevente1 grain bcîing col)lcctecd
fromi o11e set of farmners and sold to another set in the saine province.
Mr. Tobev characterises t1e liandling of the seed grain problem as
a "supreme bîtinder" because il gave the West a bad repuitation and
becaiuse it put the \'Vesterner's money in circulationi în other provitnces
wl'hen il xvas badlv nee( at homne. It wvas a case of scinding coals
10 Newcastle. Mr. Tohey oughit to know of whiaî lie speaks as lie is
secretary-treastirer of hîs Local Inîprovemrent District. lIe advocaîes
more f arm er-l crembers iii both provincial and D)ominion 1 luses it
order bo prevent a repetition of thiese uinfortîniate circumnstatîces.

M\r. Wesley D. Watsotn. tf l)anevîlle, writes to protest agaînst attover-entliusiastie editorial whichi appearcd in our issue of 'Mardi 2lst
whichi stated: "Already the sunt is xvarining ulp the soul iti Albierta,
Saskatchiewan and Manitoba, and seeding will commence iii a few
(lays." Hle says that otn March 3lst. the couttryý was still covered
with une and a haîf feet of snow and that the spring thaw liad lot
commiietîced. lie alsu states that the winîter lias been miost dIeligitfl
ail titrougli. with one blizzard in Febrîtary antI 1101e in Mardi. lHe
h)elîeves, înoreover, that lte spring will be early and that the prospects
for tite liarvest of 1908 are excellent.

It is only fair lu ourselves lu say Ihat iii certain districts 'iktg
wvas donc during te last few days iii M.ardli, Iu soute of these,
furtiter falîs of snowv uccurred.

\Ve have pleasure in distributiuig titis information received froin
suich reliable sources. The farmners of the West arc usually considered
to bce excellent "boomsters," but these gentlemen déesire only titat
the trtîth shahl be known. We regret exceedingly that xve have iot
found space lu print their excellent letters at lengîli. The spirit of
these and other communications received from the Westîis that in
spite of the slightly reduced harvest of last year, those wlio have lived
there for some lime are more confident tian ever titat the prairie
provinces will continue to afford agriculturists a greater return for
the samne investment of capital and labour than any other part of
Northt Amerîca.

A PRACTICAL PREMIER

T HE First Minister of the Dominion lias seldom showed greater
adroitness than he displayed last week in bis treatment of lie

Anti-Cigarette B3ill. Sir Wilfrid was in a position to speak dis-
interesîedly on the question, since he avoids the use of tobacco and
knows niothing of the joy of blowing "'rings" in bis few idle moments.
Many estimable Canadian women were inter.ested in the anti-cigarette
legislation and it is always fair from our courteous Premier' s intentions
lu offend the voteless section of thé cornmunity. But, with a neatness
which no mere Anglo-Saxon could emulate, Sir Wilfrid declared that
it is the small boy who is harmed by the cigarette, while to the mature
man il is comforî and solace. Wherefore, the cigarette is a malter for
dumestic, not for parliamentary legislation, and it is the duty of the
mothers to see that their small sons abstain from the "sly cigarette."
Mothers, flot M. P.'s sitould cope with this evil, said the Head of the
Government, with, of course, the graceful insinuation that maternaI
influence is unbounded. The tables were thus most effectually turned,
the Premier siowing the feminine petitioners in favour of this bill
that thte responsibility lies upon their fair shoulders.

The Premier also gaveý advice witich woîîld shock lie tender heart
of Inspector James L. Hughes, wio is averse to corporal punishment
and behieves lin the dear litle ones developîng their selflicod-wviat-
ever that triay be. Sir \Vilfrid expressed himself as decidedly in

favour o f a sotund tbrashing beinig admiisteredl tu thc small boy wliu
tîv v ith t1w dtîskv ch.arms of Mvy Lady Nicotine, lu1 this age of
allowxing the serv ant and the chuld lu rulle, il is clieeringx whohesoine
to have tic Premnier of the coutlry place himiself on the side& of old-
fashionced discipline and refuse lu mnake a tuatter of, legislation what
*'hould be a feature of homne training.

THE TEMPERANCE WAVE EXTENDING

M ANIT13IA and Onîtario hiave lield the centrec of the Prohibitiotn
Stage for suivie lime. Wbile thie United Sltates is sti11 struggling

xvith its sal)onis. these Canadian provinces whicli bad 11o saloutms lu

hi-îit hlave gotie farther Ihan any other p)ortion of lte continetnt an(l are
tr.vîtg lu extinguisli the hotel bar. It is an *advanîced stage of tîte
te--nperanice figlit whîcli lias spread nortliward fromn the Gulf of Mel1cicu.
lit tliis inoveient. M anitoba aîîd Ontario arc inow joilned liy Qiuebec.

Otie htîudredthoilsanti naines have been signed lu petiliotîs iii
~ trof I )r. L.eimîeux's temiperance itteasuire ituw hiefore tlie ()e

I e'q',latnire. Thiese inclutle the signatuires of aIl] tlîe bislîups of the
Rotman Catholie Chirch, leadîng Protestanit iniisters, and mnati

proininent social refurmers. Titis saine blI is cauisitg mmtcl trouble
in govertîmienl circles in lie city of Chamiplaini. 'l'ie Gouin Cabinect
înnst so n al)l)al to lie country and il fiîîds il difficult t o est imate tic
force whicli tis teniperance wave mnav exercise.

Mr. Lawrence A. Wilson, wxho lias spoken for the \violesale hiquor
t rade of Munoitreal, says that hegislatîii should nul 1w ltasty and pleads
for dciay. A systern of credit lias groxvi tîp wviiclt iut these dtîll lirres
culd nuot bce suddenly overturniet xvitltuut tlisast rotîs counsequiences.
lie advocates, as a i)re]itllinary stelîx that lthe presenit laws shitld lie
itiore slrictly cnforced and tliaî tic uhijeet iuîable men in tic bulsinedss
sltotld le gradtîally eliîiînaîcd. TIe w ttîld follux)v thle t )ntario lîrece-
dent aîtd mnake people "kecp liotel.-

Tiere is hardly any doulit Iliat Montreal is uver-stuekeil xvitli
îlrinking places. Toronto lias 146) licenises attd .\Ioitîreal 400, \vhile
tiere is no) suich proportiotîal difference iii titeir populations.

THE PAYMENT OF TEACHERS

TJ" i E Senatc at Albany, New York, passed a blli last ittuntih pro-
Avidiîîg for the equal pay of nuen and \vonmei sclol tcaciet s iit

New York City. Titis rucasure is iii accordance w~itt the tfl(st

eiiligiteiied titought on lthe subject o>f wvumetn's wurk antI remttnera-
tion atîd il is to bic lioped tat suici liberal tiinkig wvilI sprcad to
Canada. xviere tînfair discrimination is yel miade iii favour of nite
teaciters. T~he questiotn as to witether there are. 100 mnaty xvotnitt
teaciters ini thte schools of tite continenît is îlot pertinent lu lie mnatler
of paynienl. Witen a wumau is doing tic sanie amlonul of xvork as ;i
man, un as capable a faslîion, lthe scale of payient shotuld be as Iligl.
lu the rtural districts of Caniada titere stili exists a kind of belief that
the raveus should contribute 10 a teaciter's or a pasîor's budily nleeds.
TIhere are mnaty country districts where a tcaclir's wvork is grudgitîgiv
regarded, as if il were sometiing lu which the comm-uiiîty liad a
naîviral rigit. There is no narrow-sighted policy whicit more surely
and swifthy brings its own punishmenl titan parsim-ony in educational
affairs. In Western Canada, the new provinces have begun well anîd
are sitowing a determinalio&L 10 have the best sehool equipinent
avaitable. In Québec province, the paymenl of teachers is not up lu

lie modemn standard. There are two countries wiici, above ahl otiters
in modemn days, have honoured the sciool-teacher's calling. Germaily
and Scolland have laken pains bo encourage "the sciolar of tic Glen"
and lthe faititful teaclier and their reward is fuund in lie domniiance
of lte Scottish "boss" and the wide market for "made-in-Germ-aiîy"
goods. Make tie qualifications for teaching more cxaccing, if desir-
able, but make the salary suci thaI ambitions and buoyant natures
xvilh nul be discouraged from entering the professton.

AMATEUR vs. PROFESSIONAL

P ROFESSIONAL lacrosse and hockey have not yel proved titeir
afitness in Ibis country. Mr. J. D. Pratt of lthe Winnipeg Rowing

Club went su fair in a speech the olier evening as 10 state that some
of tlie professional hockey matches in Winnipeg during the pasl eao
were decided befdre they welte pîayed. Tite saine accusation lias leeni
made in mosl places wiere professionalism has fournd a lodging-place.

Tic Victoria Hockey Clubof Montreal, an amateur orgatnisation,
lias sitown an enlirehy different spirit and une witici puIs professional-
ismi in a class by itself. Titis club itas itad a mosl successful and
profitable season. and i#s donated $1,700 lu tite itospitals of thte cily.
Titis is an example wiici might be kept in mmid by ail ambitions
amateur sportiug organisations. ,IT is almost ideal in ils conception
and refleets great credit on the exécutive officers of lie Victoria
Hockey Club.


