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Individualism and Socialism.
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ONTARIO
CANADA

The -perpetuai problemi in every demacracy is that
of reconciling individual liberty and state sov-
ereignty. How far shail the individual be free ta
express bis opinions? 113 an unmuzzled press anunadulterated blessing? How far shall the imdi-
vidual be free ta amase wealtb? Is the nmulti-
millionaire a blessing or a curse ta the community?
How far may one engage i a calling that brings
grief and muin to his fellows. Should the sta+e have
the right ta prahibit the sale of intoxicating liquors?
May one negleet ta educate his children? May ho,
when suffering fiom contagious disease, mingle with
hie fellows? Or, turning from the individual ta
the class, it might bo asked if the state should
have power ta grant or take away privileges from
any particular set af men. Ras the state a rigbt
ta grant bantises ta manufacturers, or ta assist
them by the imposition of duties? Hus a railway
king any rigbt ta representatian before the cam-
mittees of parliament if the day laborer from bis
position is unable ta have a representative? There
are scores of questions of this nature that migbt
be asked, and in ail cases the inswer cannot bc
readily given, for there is samething ta be said on
bath aides in nearly every case.

THEE VILS 0F INDIVIDUALISM.

The evii of unrestrained individualism it is not
difficuit ta demonstrate. In tbe moral field as in
the field of industry no man can ho allowed free
rein. Our legisiature is already 'weigbted with
prohibitions that experience bas found it necessary
ta insert. No liquor for minore, no cigarettes for
chidren. No open disorderly bouses. No -seling
of obseene literature (but, unfortunately, the too-
free sale o! much that is more poisonous than the
obscene). NO stealing, no profanity in public, no
assault, no libel. And so the liat migbt be con-
tinued. It is ta tbe credit cf our nation that in
the moral reaira it bas placed a just limitation on
the freedotu of citisene. In the field of industry
it bas not yet asserted itsol!, but muet do so just
as soon as it perceives that individual aggression~iay imperil the morality and permanent welfare
of the whole people.

ALL UNFAIRNESS IMMORAL.

During the past few months there bas heen an~1Iagitation looking towards remedaal and protective
legi8lation in one or two matters that vitally con-
cern the West-and, for that .natter, vitally con-
Cern the great masso! citizei.s throughout the
Dominion. The question of a lower tariff is, at
hottom, a question o! morals, 80 is the question of
the ownorship and operation of the Hudson's Bay
Railway. Whon, as a resuit o! legisiation, the
people of Western Canada pay millions annually
into the pockets of a few manufacturers, and when,
as a result of furtber legisiation, a few railway
miagnates receivo in cash, lands and bonds, close ta
a billion dollars, the knowledge of those facto gives
rise to indignation and wrath, and, worse still,
Ieads directly ta a feeling af disloyalty, for how can
men ho expected ta love a land which belongs 19 the
priviloged *few? The worst feature of the growth
of plutocracy in Canada is not that a few dishoneet
men have contraI of the wealth (it is said that one
per cent. of the people own over fifty per cent. of
the wealth), but it is in tbis fact that there is no
patriotic feeling, and cannaI be, among men who.
have been deprived of their wealth and power.

THE GROWTH 0F INDIVIDUALISM.

Notwithstanding the fact that from century to
century aur government is nominally becoming
more democratic, il is wiîhout doubt true that nover
before was there a lime when we could claim such
an aristocracy of woalth as can ho found Iaday.
Nor bas the wealth always hoon bonestly obtained.
Il has came mbt a fow hande because unscrupulous
indivjdualism bas been allowed ta run riot.

TEE REMEDY FOR THE EVIL.

Mhat, thon, is the ordinary citizen to do! Shall
he resort to violent measures? Shal hc manufac-
ture bombs and bludgeons and lako the law into
his own hands? Most certainly not, for there is
open to us a way of pc'are if we are but1 courageous
enough and patriotie enough to follow il. Our
bullet is our ballot. Any free people can have nny-

thing they wish in Ibis world, if they but wish il
with a full heart. And tomorrow, if we desire it
Iruly. wo can end the reign o! offensive indi-
viduality.

THE DANGER 0F STATE DOMINATION.

'Now ta turn to the other side a! the picture. It
is possible for tlhe state in ils legislation f'o act
the tyrant and ta restrict unduly the rlgbt o!thie
private citizen, or ta impose upan bim duties hie
bas no right ta bear. ln Canada there are few
cases, perbaps, in which individual liberty bas been
limited wiîhaut cause, .ltbough provincial fro-
dam bas mare than once boon unjustly assailed.
The great. sm o! the parliaments of aur ]and con-
siéts in this-Ibat the many are sacriflced ta the
few. The liberty of earning a fair day's wage for
a fair day's service is not always accorded the

$3 THE CALF WALK.

$3 One day, through the primeval wood,$3 A calf walked home, as good cakes should; 2$3 But Made a trail aIl bent aslew, 2$3 Acoked trail as al calves d.
AaInc h two hu"rdLhave Red
An.3 Sinertho e 2; d$3 But ail hoeleit behimd hie trail 2$3 And dioreby lianes my moral tale. 2

$3 The trail wus talon up mert day 2
By alonely dog that paseed that way:$3 And then a wise bell-wether sheep 2$3 Pursued the trail o«er yak and steep, 2$3 And drcw the Rock behind bin, too,
As good bel-wethrs always do.

And froni that day o'er hilI and glado$3 Through ose odwoods apath wa2mde

And daddand tumed, and bent about >
$5 Bocause 'twas such a crooked path. 2
$3 But si they followed-do not Iaugh- 2$3- The firat migrations of that calf, 2And through the winding woodway stalked 2$3 Because h wobbled when ho walkced. 2
$3 This firt path became a lace. 2$3 MTat bent, and turned, and tumned again; 2

This crooked lane became a road.
Where many apoor horse with his load 2$3 Toiled on beneath the burning sua. 2
And travelled smre three miles in one, >$3 And thus a century and a half$3 They trod in the faotsteps of that cal!. 2

$3 The years passed on in swiftness fleet, 2$3 The rond became a village street; 2
And this before men were aware,$3 A city's crowded thoroughfare; 2
Of a renowned metropolis. 2$3 Asd men two centuies and a hall 2$3Trod in the footsteps of that calf. 2

'~ Followed the zig..zag calf about;$3 And o'er his crooked journey went 2$3 The trallic of a continent
A hundred thousand men were led$3 B one cal! near three centuries dead, 23$3 T fyollowed stili bis crooked way 23 And lit ane hundred years a day; 2
For mch a reverence it lent$3 To well established precedent. 2

$3 Amoral lesson this nigit teach,

For men amnoe ta got blind
Alon thetalfpaths o ta in$3 And work away from sun ta sud 2

To do what other men have donc,-

$3 71e follow i the beaten track'
A= out andi, and forth and back 2
And still their devious course pursue,$3ý To keep the path that others do.
B ut how the wise aid wood go<Is Iaugh$3 Who saw the irst primeval calf i12
Ahi many thins this tale migkî teach,

* But I amn not ordained to preach. 2
$3 -Sam W. Foss.

working man, hocause o! the privlé'gs that haoe
been granted ta those who direct the giant concerer
af tne land.

However, in the emaller organisme wlthin the
state, sucb as unions, clubs and parties, it leaa
common experienco for thé individuial ta b»con».
pletehy submerged. To escape tbe domiation «!
their eploKers mon f orm a union. Thon ts

freuenly indtbemselves under a bandage miuh
more irkeome than the llrst, Whihe a non,.tnibn
man, one could work as long as hie liked, h.e oould
wvork as bard as, hoepîéaaed, hoe could go whéii ho
wisbed; but now hie muet ease up in hie time and
bis faitbfulness, and wben the whip anapae homuRt
desert the hoat employer in the land. E~t eb :ie
life. WVe are ail continually eseàplng tram one faim
o! tyranny ta flnd ourselves under another torin.
Notwitbatanding the immense monetary gains thpt
have corne ta mon in ail walks of lité from forilg
int unions, it ia passible that union men have Q98.
!reedom today thon any othor oins. And whist I.
true o! union, ia true o! pahitical parties. The mni
who really wants a poitîe.l plum c«an gt It ozMthrough a party" organism, but usuaily whonh
gains the plum hoe hases his own soul-bIs rtght 'ýo
bonest thought, free speech,-and Independent actl4n.,

THE RECONCILIATION 0F OPPOSIN OR=0CM
So it happons that lu every h*maný organisation

there ie hound ta bie a confliot of opposing interssf,
and thé ouly solution le through the mothod o etg.
and take. As a buman being a man bas a 7$gbto
!reedam, but lhé muet accordéqai. tréédo ë
others. The golden ru!,le th S. T ufficie. - ..ilain social and industrial lit. Aus a memb e au f
organizéd body, lie it unilon, churdh, or O!te, Ibumm
muet sacriAle. eomething la retura for thbOIO
hoe récelves. Hers, apain, b.e cm put thé éSute
golden rule into practice. Thé strongeet #"tst
that wbich can permit ta each meniber thé e' &&
froedom-religious, sceial, industrial-but W=l~~
the saine time, demande that eoh ump Vf' w
activitie. shall bave regard ta the éomntôrt '
fare o! his fellows. Itlà jmet possible thst on tht
continent indlviduallsm bas puabéd lt e f*'ait
too prominently-that It bas beaun .sfiah ix. th
extreme. It is aIea possible that In thée malliérd
fensive groupe thé individual boa bera u nduly stu.
pressed-ail o! whicbW le another way cf sayin-thel.
ideal conditions do not yet prevail.

THEFARNERS' DELEGATION.

In ight o! thé abové, wbat sab. lesald 4( thé
farmera' delegation to Ottawa? This, la tue fint
place, that lb was not 'there ta seok favors for &
particular clans, but ta soék redres -f w ronge. la
asking relief tram certain hurdene It spoke for d
elasses and conditions. If thonsemn boa gone dova
in an individualistie capaclty, simp;y as réprésat-
ing a special clans whieh was endeavorlng ta vWin
an advantage over other classe, they vould bavé
roceived ecant courtesy; but as they ' tul ep'
eented prevailing sentiment on thé Chiotmate
suhmitted, their prementment muet b.ie onsid.re
serioùely.

Nor is it difficuit ta toreat at tht.s tàge just
what, redrese they viii obtain. On thé question èf
chilled meat they wilI ho pramiseed canslderation;
the question o! terminal elevators wilI ie decidid
in Ibeir favor, and the goveriment W-l0go e
!urther than requeeted. As ta recipraeity, there 1U
ho a relief in the matter of duty on agrlcultur4
implemenîs and a few other artlles-just enaug
for campaign purposes. But when lt cornes ta thé
matter o! the Hudson'. Bay Railway, thé présent
railway interesîs vilI prevail. 0overnment cou*struction and contraI may ho decided upon, but lb
may ho depended upan t bat when it cones te thée
actua I operatian o! thé road, the présent coiâpaniée
ill ho in évidence, and the néw rates wilI ..be thé

very tbing that wili keep Up the rates on eilsting
linos. There are twa resons for saying this. là
the fIret place, the existing rmade cannot afford ta
have an indepéndent road in opération. They ean
afford la pay not one or ton millions ta havé mat-
tors came their way,-but tons of millions. The-néw
road muet ho theirs at any coet. In the second
case, elections cannot ho run without manéy, and
Ihere are no contributors ta election funde equal
ta railway mnagnalos. Sa il mnay hoe taken for
granted that the chief petition with regard ta the
If.B.R. wihI not be beeded unless the people putI up
even a more stubborn resishance than ha,% yet bepn
offered.

WVhat are peophe ho <o? Jit keep on agitating.
of couirse. Every man shîould besiegt- mpmhers o!
theo House with letters. They cannol uise buhiets,
but the'y can use billets< untih siehi time as they
are permitted ta use the ballots.


