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that '.o *as driftlug ont. toward the
toÉen lake. yuvl on"W. know U-wl oeback,"
spoke the smre voie that had thralled
him vi h ita cietgrness. "'EverYbodY
kuova tfiat cranky boat!'>

««I have' Sage for the use of it,"
retortedCOer,'etbank yen."'

"Oh,,theu take »mre cushions and
b. couifortable,". laughed the girl, toss-
iug hlm a shower of them-a rather
difficult foat but performed with re-
rnarkable grace and dexterity.

"HRave I taiçen, tbe wrong-?T" he
starnmered, jumping forward to the
halyards.

"You're welcome to it." iang out the
silvery toues &gain. -"We'll not be us-

t{e flushed.deeply vhile he considered

the policy of returning.,
Iu his embarrassmeut ho had tîod a

kuot in the haiyards. Anxious- to
ever up - bis clumslness. he -accepted

the girl's effer by literaliy diving into
the cushions aid hiding his face there
vhile he shaLped a course.

"Sbe's perfectiy safe," ho heard' the
fant assurance floating out to hirn.

The wind vas off the islands vhich
determined a ziz-zag course. B e -wvas
an hour reaching "ýS nske" but in
another ho bail passed the ninth isls.ud
on his.journey. All the whiie he dwelt
upon the bluinder ho had made and won-
dered how ho couid retumu the boat
unnoticcd aid slip away from town be-
fore Ane -hould meet the quizzical
glances ci ýhat perfectly fearlesa girl.
The picture of the vhite yacht'aid thei
rippling bronze head rising frorn thej
cabin recurred to him tee eften to as-
sure his being really serious about1
*lipping away without seoing Miss Ry-1
der (ho vas sure this girl êould ho mnei
but the favorite after vhorn the boat1
vas named), once aga.in-er ofteîer.i
Bis pulses quickened from the pleasurei
ho got f romn dwelling upan this pie-
ture. Ho had- biuudered, but how
fortuitousiy!1

The ninth island vas the largest in
the group, large enough to support a1
colony. Ho prepared te laid bore for1
lunch but as- soon as blis keel tore Up1
sand ho changed bis mind. A tang ofi
gaisoline reached bis nostrils and ho
sniffed arouud for its source. A smalli
prornotory partially coîcealod the1
figure of two mon bending ever the
mecbanism of a gasoline lauîch. Heo
could hear their laud curses above theà
vash of the waves. Tbey vere mon of1
s*vage appearauco, suitely Indians. Ho
«l not thirst for confiict of any kind, .
1%rticularly ""with mon of that type.1

hcyloolçed too ugly to brook with aq
st7ranger%s. appearauco. They caughtà
sight of him aid looked at him con-
ceruedly. He sut in bis boat aid calledj
eut to thern to know if they were ofi
Colonel Ryder's party. Their answers ap-
peared ta hlm to ho some aboriginal ln-
coherence and, thinkîng that they did1
not understaîd him ho pulled eut and1
ate bis l unch in the boat.1

He fourîd the "Reef 0' Boines" te be a1
moiînd of grey rock, fifty foot la height,
bald as a skuil, and akuli-like lu shape
also. The outlook gave to bis face a
look of disapproval. Ife wondered wby
"Old Jim" and bis partner had not givon
the remains a decent burial instead of
boxing them up and placing them on1
top of the reef. It would bave heen1
niuoh ousier to carry them to the ne-ct1
isiand than to construct a poîderous1
box and mouint that dangerous siope(
just ta provido a monument for their1
comrade. Thore was more sense thanF
sentiment in lus observation. Hieo
cotild not but mari-el at the lack oft
consistency la the task. To his mind
no box vas uecessary--the reef w-asr
monument enough.1

le sailed aIl around thc solemn grey t
knob of rock looking for a nàoorage. t
The rock. vas steep on ail sides of its -
quarter mifle coast. No! There w-as a y
cbink ou one side wvherç the siope w-as
more graduai which at first glance es-c
caped him. lie fotind. too. tha&t bis
btoat would nose into conifflete slielteri
lîcre. Theu-e w-as notbing on Nvlîiel toN
snuib the painter buit ho was on t lie le
sie and not likelv to drift awav-. Ono.
foot. slipped into the wvatcr 'as lho
steppcd upon the reef. Thle ci-cuîm-v
stances proved to have il- rwatlfor I
('erdie as ho proved bY iallowing to0
trickie' betweea hiâ opcin fÂîu,_r, someJ
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of the sand he found. to have washed
into the fissure in. its plan to make a
beach. He vas astofiisbed with the re-
suit of his " planning." Two. round
coins, copper-colored and duil, but
plainly of' gold, each .bearing a replica
of the lhead of the late gleat sovereign
of England, lay upon his palm.,

Be shouted out at the discovery and
the echo of hie voice was. scarcely lost
in the whisper of spiashes whon. &rose
a guttural cry over his bead that took
every hair by the-root.

"Don't ]et me die here!"
He steadied hirnself against the mast

or hie should have fallen on the slippery
siope; the coins in hie hand clattered
back to their bed, riflgiig againat the
rock as they feul.

'Overhead hie scanned the* Ilight of
sea-birds, their throaty scrcams com.
1mingling in raucous, turnult,- roused by
that mufflod human cry which plit the
upper air and disturbed their nlenacing
poise.1

Cerdic vas neyer known to possees
psychic gifts but this experience was
distorting onough, fo convey that im-
pression to his own mind. Be stood
thee in a, cold sweat praying that hisnor :al predilections would become as-
sertive'and dispel this chicauory which
causod him to hear the voice of the
dead.

Thon lhe recallod himeif to the pur-
port of bis expedition. Did hie not
come meroly iu obodience ta an im-
pulse, guided by the phautoms of a
droam? , Was it not the dictate of
subconsciousness that projected him
into this foolish. und.ertakiug?

That hie had no will to do otherwise
than. what vas destinod for bim vwas
boumne out by what h4 did next. -Ini-
stead of draggiug himef away from
those uncanny sounds again and again
repeated hie started an asceut of the
rock to ideutify himself irrovocably
with what fate bad predestiued.

H1e faltored once at sight of the
blanched vertêbro, of a human body as
hie crawled towards the summit. More
boues of starcy whiteness littered his
way, the last a hollow skull, also
human. Though his suspicions were
arousod by this evidence of exhumsftion-
hie approacbed the box as gingerly as
if indeed summoned by the spectre of
the il1-fated Hilder.

The white ravens of the rock& vidon-
ed their circle and screamed defoat as
anotiier cry rang out-this time Cerdic
Barth's.

The box that Jim Madmus and bis
.partner had labored ovor to fulil their
liat duties to a fallen comrade contain-
ed the living liman body of a large
and solidiy builtmei

Two bulbous eyes glared unseoingiy
at the face bending over and the un-
natural voice of the man called out,
"Water! Cive me water!"

Cerdic sized up the situation in a
twinkling . "L'il free you in a jiffy,"
hie said. "You will be out of these
ropes as fast as I eau eut them. Pretty
tight knots, these. Thero nov, eau
you rise? Easy! Let me rub your
legs to get the stiffness idut of themn

.... grumph! "
Tihis exclamation escaped from Cerdie

with about two-thirds of bis breath
supply. The top af the reef rocked
like a crale for a moment. and when
hie hiad rocovered enough of bis breath
to sit Up lie found that the "Reef 0'
Bones" was parting company with one
of its inhabitants-the big mai vas i
the boat ducking bis head over the
Bide and exulting, "«God, how good the
water is!" He did not realize then,
that lie wau alone on the reef.

It was only wlhen hie saw the sail
raised that lie w-as roused -to action.
ie ran dowvn the siope and yeiied after
the departing mianiac to corne back and
take lima aboard. He yelied until hoe
n'as boa rse for the crazy skipper- did
not, once look back. Cerdie slipped
loîvu to the water's edge to think it
over.

Ile hiad started ont for a ]one ad-
venture. Fate haci deait favorably
wîith i 1dm p tili now. Hie vas never
'o Tillch alone l in ife hW efore, and
liat "Pou the rnost forhidding reef ln
the Nortli Channel of Lake Huron. He
i-at-lied the gail recede with a sinkingo
heart. 'Then lhe thotîglit of being aloile
on that reef at nigbit with the ghost of
Jake Hhlder for a possible visitor-and

ensed
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