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We are bound always to

D)OINO OUR BEST. take tbe best plan; the
best plan of life, on the

whole, as f ar as it may lie within our own choice;

the best course through eacb separate scene; the

best way of doing each several duty. We have
no right to act in an aimless and indolent man-
ner, and then expect ail our negligences and
slips to be made up and corrected by an over-
ruling providence. There is an over-ruling
providence, but there is also a teaching wisdorn
of God, and if we wish to be f ully under the
protection of the one, we rnust open ail our
faculties to reccrve the. instructions of the other.

Morning opens with

ENTERINO ON LIFE. painted clouds, and s0
docs tif e. Many col-

ored drearns of the. future sail, slow movinz,

along the blue-rorntic enougb as a contrast
to the reality when it cornes. The far-off bitta
of our happy valley lie in the rosy light, hiding
the roughness one day to be climbed, and sowinoe
the earth witb orient pearls. Change the figure;
cal1 tif e a voyage. it cornes £tiith same. We
jail out of the quiet lxarl.'r of early years,
streamers fling, yards dressed-" Hope in the.
prow, and Pleasure a t the. helm "- but before we

gain quiet waters again, what chances, changes,
dangers, failures, anxieties, fearsI Sorne too

light,, turn over and sink with the first wýind;

some, wrong in the compmss, or driven by'a
gale drift on rabn, an'à persh; somne go dowu
battling bravely in the wild se a- some corne back
again, grey and weather-stained, but sails spread
proudly, t he h ght of home on ml faces, deep
laden with the wealth for which they have yen-
tured so much and so far.

But success is rightly to be expected, anid waits
Our wrinning in f ar more cases than it 15 realised.
The vesset and the seamanshif 18 as often at

f autt as the weather, or the ba rmarkets. There
are, of course, crowds of rivais, but there alwava
have been so, and some prize, ut least, is open
to most who deserve it. Even young Hope
sometimes buif-feurs as it looks the worl.d in

the face-and wondetS liow it is to push its wuy
through the crowd. But, sursurn corda, lift up
your hearts, there's roorn for every brave. nd

wise worker in the constant shiftings, opexings,
and changes of life. Like a fiock of birds on a
boîigh, it may take time for ml to get into their
places, but it cornes in the end.

In a recent book Sir Arthur

READING WITH Heips says: " Wbat avails
A PURPOSE. it to bave peruaed the lives

of the learned, and the

witty, and the valiaxit, and the wiso, if, witbout
having gained one single rule of action, we
inerely remrember that in mît ages the genermlity
of mankind have contrived to mnake themselves
iniserable by their own follies and their own
vices; and that, wben there wouid have been a

happy ont, he was perseciited? What avails it

to have read so muny polernicul discussions, if

we merely remember the intemperate zeul and
the learned bitterness mwhîch gave equal anima-
tion to each contending party. Surely it would
be better to remember Goleridge's ' Ode to
Dejection,' Wordsworth' s ' Intimations of lin-
rnortality fronM the Recollectiotis of Early Child-
hood,' SheIley's 'Invocation to Night,' Southey%
beautiful description of

'How happily the yeara
0f Thalaba went by,'

and the 'Cotter's Saturday Nizht,' than to bave
read ail the poets from Chaucer downwards, and
possess a dim shadowy notion rather of their
merits than of themn-enougzh, forsooth, to talk
critically.

We want the brilliant ideas of the poet, uni
the majestic thoughts of the philosopher, as

companions for our weary hours, to charm
away the solernn dulness of every-day life, to
wander with us over the his, in solitude to
formn the link between us and our feliow-
creature3, in the society of those we love, to be

a test of their perfect symnpthy: and, therefore,
wve must not spare the aor of imprinting thern
on the tablets of menlory for ever."

t
M1an and Bis probleM. I

I
The sanity of a man i8 mainly tested

RICHE&. among bis netighors and kin.lred.by
the arnount Of consideration whicn

he bas consistently given to cash. If Money
bas been the chief object of bis 1fe, and he,
for its sake hai spared nobody, no sooner' is ho
known to Leo successf ut, than admiration Pver-
powers ail the ill-will ho bas caused. He' li
shrewd, sagaciaus, long-headeI and great; .b.
bas earned bis succesa, and few event tudM
while many séek to get a slice of it; bitlhe, as
a general rut., -eclines any premature distribu-

tn, and for tuis custody of bis,*eaith ho 15
admired il the. more by those who have lao hope
of sbariug it.

Herbert Spencer bu as sd:
SELF-CONTROU «'"n u the. apremac7<of self-

contrai couuasione of the.
perfections of tho ideal bMmn.No4 t b Iul-

sie ot ta be spurred hithtr aud, tbAier bî' each
de2rothat ln urtam comes U-pper most.'bWt to be
-elf-restrained, delf-balac* govetnt4the

jitdecision of the g no~

sembloa before whoni eI action Sh iifl v
been f uly-dobated and =y iy4terutid-that
it te wbich oducation, moral d aton t léait

jstrives ta produce."

Most M0m4 esoftIa incai
THE TOUNO VMM youniw mu1a*, intowlis and

AND amani citiî ton 'lto go to

THE BIO3CrT". teWflft i Ve Z i

or St. Louis frienda wthtei t$is
ting clothes nsusp'srior air-mil cîity people] >at
on an, air of saperîotity overt twn and, caun tr
people, no matter whm , thoir relative sia,
matoriali and cultural POSitious mai b-ýO.p
down into the. country on bu#*ess or a vxc&ti
the. village. ma-i as Pt t regthfi tuvio"d$
as having achievie a lier-,i ,happierr sucM
than ho ta& snd torept ttlh.,iasnt h4dthé

optuity O u et'tuto o tasomte VrUceteof oiùla -e.If the iscontoptedto"a

or srnall cîty à eller knew how .rny peOble
there are who îsh they nover bîd toue ta big
cities and would welcomne a chance ta escape
thern, he probabiy would bu los$ discontetid'
with this lot. Life -in the.big ty undeniably has
many advantages. Ill h eo iteta
and social actîvity, of *usne&, and of iia&astty.
as well as of population. There the igreat prises
of rnost kinds are to b. won. Experience shows
that if a man wants to dus in Arnerica as a
statosman ho would butter stay i the country.
But ominont succesa lu the. law, in a I, on edi-
cino, in journalisrn, and literature, la rney-
muking, in fact, in almoât every great field of
hurnan endeavor-15U5lly must be achieved in
the city. It is the place for the. mani who is
confident he bas streniçth enough to meet al
corners, who bas resalution to work incessantly,
and wbo 15 50 constituted that be nover wiil b.
.3atisfied witb any station below the toprnost.
Most people bave not these qualities. Those
wbo iack them would btter stay in the. counitry.
Tbey will prospor more tiiere and ho bappier.
And bappiness is tbe chief end of tife. I t is
what we ail airn at.

Loeu and los elie-
MADE, NOT BORNe sis is hein.' placed on

"born" uhlity. More
and more mon are comirni to realize that a mnan's
birth bus3 less to do withbis lîfe thun wbat ho
does afterbirth, and that what ho does fter
birth depends flot so mueda upon what be startod
with ad upon what ho wilis to do. More than
baîf a century mgo Elubu Burritt, famnoUu s the
"lemrned blmack.;mitb," who studied us he worked
ut the forge1 crried a- Greek grammur in bis bat,
and reud Vîrgil and Cicero in the evenngand
finaily wms sougbt us a letrr dopted the
motto "fit, non nascitur ""made, not horn "-
as mn improvement over the then current and
wrongly piaced ernpbasis on ability wbich was,

supposed to be born. flot mmde. Tbore is no
question that God gives ablity to some which
He doos not give to others; but it is equaily
heyond question that "only Omnipotence cau
stand in the way of a deterrniii.d man.".

~ai
Medals of the . mmd, wre may' Cli

WOIRDS. wordà.' And as the medtais of creation
frorn the geologic would revel the.

working of creative enerçy, and the. successive
devlopments of the Divine ides, o, wàrds
present a burnantary geology whére l'tia.
philosophies, and ethis Iiçernmbodie4 iètu-
baimed. But this is a spiritual *géolozj' its

strata buit up of the rich depoits of intdlth
passionate fervour mn pours; himself où Nature.
An irrepressible longing to express a',aeýret
sonse of bis unity witl Nature possesses hein%
and from the. conscouaness, ail plastic and . lbW9
rush words, infinitely fre, rich and aried, aden
with pathos ad power, with passion, poutv
humor, thought.

Evry life la a profession of
I"XLUENCE. faith, ad exerciàes an invitable

as ije in ant p ail ent propaganda. As far

tniverse an~d humanity into its owi nage. Every
man is a centre of perpetual radiation, lib à
luiminuis 1bdy; hc le as tt wer abcowie

...stices a shtpý.;ï l erocks I r e s o t simi
it bino Port., ve yman là a priest, eo

Yolal~rly; is onuct s unmspoken se.sfl%
,ukla for ever preach'Ini tootwea,;bt ki

aie priesti Of Bal Of KoloClI6 md of-W
baht gds.Such is theii.iigforce o e eaffPw

çxcusu !;1i

converuatlou. Drydeus conversatio
and dull;" bls éAtxui atiarmit a
Corneille lu couvert wu go ïiu#pi
nover failodtïeMMX
correctly th#7 ii » * *241
a master. B lut>O ru
pany and sil Is1l4n turba
Southey ws-Id&o;l aEaud W 1»e .

asceticsm. Adde gooe 900C... aSy? Witt
bis intimate frlendï but luin mxed o~mpe h
preserved Ibis 'dign4t by a stif mndIeimd~
silence. Fox, i cpnvemtitlD nenfltd,
his auimatli U t*s7wer.InexbSiWtle.
Bentley was loquaclous, as was alâo
Goldsmnith " wrote lke an autel, and ta A&
poor POIL" Burke wa Mtrùdnbii, m st9"~

astîc, and interesting in convqsatin. Carr''
was a convivial deity. Lelgh Hunt was "luke a
pleasant strear" n -1 conversation. Carye
'doubte, o cà ad eoma*ntly,, demars. Eter.
son bas ahe nË&m of a 'go6d liateuer snd la
quite as willing to b. talkéd ta as to *taik And,
wç May add, ln conclusion, great, MâkpS are
very seldom good conversatiocliIste,

Civilisation 1le uothiug more
CIVILISATION4. than a compic fifomne

of a war w gd >wltÏ Nature
by man in, Society to prevOit 1ber frorn uttiUg
into executioii in his case her law of Natural

Selection. Civilisations mv. 1'%it ais well as gaiueil.
Ail existing savages possily are, and nmornfa
tbern certainly are, in a state cf civilisation be-
low that wbicb their ancestars occaplçd, sud
there i3 no intrinsic tendency in umran societles
separately, to pass ever on alid ever up ,teosmre-
tbîng btter and bigher and no1blor. A state of
high civilisation is difficult ta keep as well as
diffcult to gain. . . . Is it not possible that
there mmy nover have existed a time in the hie-
tory of mankind as a whole when there were uot
among tiiose composing l persors potentialb
as good-per&oiis exhubiting as- bigl:a acapicitV'-
as any among tiioso who no* go'ta mike up
mankid?
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