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which led ultimately to the rebellion of 1837. His
views were strengthened by the hitherto veiled
opinions of most of the official class in Quebec,
and the constant daily machinations of Ryland,
who filled again, as in preceding administrations,
the post of private secretary to the governor, and
clerk of the council. Ryland was certainly not
a very suitable secretary for the governor of a
country whose inhabitants were largely French and
Catholic. In one of his letters the secretary wrote
that he despised and hated the Catholic religion, for
it degraded and embruted human reason, and be-
came the curse of every country wherein it existed.
His pet scheme, to which he tried to commit the
governor, was to break the power of the Roman
Catholic church by taking away its endowments,
and by making the priesthood dependent on execu-
tive authority.

Late in 1806 a newspaper named Lc¢ Canadien
had made its appearance in Quebec. It was pub-
lished in French, and bore for its motto : * Nos in-
stitutions, notre langue, et nos lois.” 'T'here was little
or no antagonism between the French and English
inhabitants of the province when it was founded,
and its constitution simply claimed the freedom of
British subjects, or in its own language, “ La liberté
d’un Anglais, qui est ¢ présent celle d’'un Canadien.”
The newspaper, however, appealed to race pre-
Judices. Tt was the organ of the majority of the
legislative assembly, and claimed for that assembly
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