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‘som, is mnmed ano hves in Tllsonburg, a.nd the other two, George and Edwm a.re young and 4 t
reside at home. : ' S v
' For years Mr. Tillson has been one of Tx]sonburws most prominent and substa,ntml cmzens H :
" has always advanced mea.sures favorable to the ‘public mterest is a man of the hxghest mora,l _
character ; by earnest industry has. a.ccumulated consrderable proper ty, and iswell worthy the '
esteem in whnch he is held by the citizens of Onford County : ’

d ObEPH VAN NORMAN

TILSONBURG o e N 8

"OSEPH VAN NORMAN is a native of New Jersey, a, son of John and Sa.rah (De Pue) |
" Van Norman and was born May 12, 1796 HIS mother was of Hu«ruenot descent her an-

cestors escaping from France at the time of the persccutlon of the Protesta.nts When he was a -
‘ * small boy the. family emlgrated to Cana.nda.lgua in Western New York, where he recewed a
‘ 'moderate education, plcked up some knowledge of the iron manufa,ctunno' business, and havmo-

a ta.lent as we]l a.s a na.tura.] taste, for. mechamcs, he built a small: furnace, a.nd operated it for o

- two or three years; then went to Mam,hester now Shortsvxl]e in the same Sta,te a.nd worked’.-'
as foreman 'in a foundry : N :
» In 1821 Mr Van Norman came to N orfolk County, then a pcut of the London Dlstrxct a.nd
‘made preparatlons for the erectlon of ablast furnace at Normandale,in the Tow nshlp of Charlotte-
ville. The next. spring he was Jomed by Hiram Cupron and George Tillson ; the enterpnse

was completed and proved a success In a few years. ‘Mr. Van Norman bought.out’ his partners,

and subsequent.]y, ‘at different tlmes had for pa,rtners ‘his brother, BenJamln Van Norman, and

his eldest son, Romame He oave employment toa great many men, and dld much towards -

setthng the country : I :
In 1847 our subject went to Marmora bouo'ht out the iron manufactory of Hon. Pet-er McG111

_ founded the Marmora Iron Works Company, and on a,ccount of the dlﬂiculty of. ma,kmg Shlp- SR

T 'bments the company founl the enterpmse a lomnrr concern a.n:I abmdoned it, Mr. Van Norman

C returmng to Norfolk County, and bulldmb a bla,sb furnace in the ToWnshlp of Hourrhbon '
-About: that time occurred the great financial crash of 1837 and thls undertakm« also proved a.
" failure. - R , o : CL

Smce 1863 M.l Va,n Norman has resn:led ‘at Tﬂsonburg, County of Onford a.nd has beenk -

at tunes en«a.aed in: the manufacture of bnck hme a.nd slnno'les For the last few yearsf‘ A




