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were until the recently changed liquer act went into
effect. In 26 years this meana 8,138 days.' The
average each la oupposed te have taken in is $75, but
on some occasions the ameunt would run far higher
and seldom less, for both have worked in some of the.
best patronized hotels in Winnipeg.

Many things might bave heen bought. with this
monéy anid these are some of theni:

Lbaves of bread.,,- .,... ... 25,00000
Bags of flur ......... 400,000,
Pou.ude of sugar....... 21,000,»0
Bushels of potatees.......... 1,500,000

Or a host of other things which would have donc
people more good than the drink.'

The. Yo=ngtoim Elot
«"By this time the. mob ýwas in a frenzy. Men

dancd and sang and women joined them. Liquor
was passed around freely and those who had no cups
scooped it up in the. hollows cf their hands, for within
haif an hour other saloons had been looted and the
fire was spreacling rapidly. For f uIly an heur or more
th «e mob was content with the smail shops and saloons
on the side streets, but'then it turned its attention
to the. more pretentieus stores on Wilson Avenue, the.
main street.

At a dozen or more places on Wilson Avenue barrels
cf whisky with the heads gone -tood in the, roadway
and surrounding themwere many mnen and wo0men
gulping down the raw liquor or passing to frienda in
the crowd who could net get close enough ýtÔ help
themuielves. A number of elothing stores feUl a prIey
to the rnotera and almost inimediately men began
exchanging their old clothes-for, the Inot tiio> had seize
Thia change cf apparel was, mid.e in the strcet fi--teb
almost te noonday brightness by the. flamea from haif
a hundre.d burning bàudings.

13y two o'cbock ths mornlng more than a 14undred
had been rounded up and brQught here, wbile tii. little

poiestation in tast ,Y oungstown *as filled too ver-
flwing. Theéniajority ef tbe men takexi*wer arrned
and many cf them were und ,the. influcIOof liquor.'

sTm.t Ig thé Boldiers
"The. custem iiad become an evil which was câoatlng

ail sorts of trouble, said the. mayor. It was miataken
kinduesa te treat such men te dink, as even- a littie
afitected theni badfly, aeeing 1 hat they were atilli aufter-
ing from the effeots cf pu fumes er weunds, and Borne
ef theni had been reduced te a pitiable conditien.'

Prisonand Cour x9port,
pi"Akme)n gtlese is a long reor of a mnan who, when
payîng pciker with others under th e influence of liquor,

was engage at the, sanie tme in plotting or liatening
te plottine te corrupt the electrate at the. municipal
electiens.'

IllIs is surely Manitoba's year. According
jto the speech from the throne, there ia

to be ar method of accounting that will
prevent juggling with figures; there is to be
a move towards the principle of Direct Legis-
lation; the franùhise and'right to take seats
in the legisiature wil be extended to women;
bilingualism will be done away with, education
,will -rbe Xnqde compldory, and a bove ail there
will be prohibition of liquor, provided the
people approve the principle of the bill that
the government hms agreed to introduce.

1Already the temperance forces and the,
liquor ititerests- are lining up for the great
struggle. t is well that every good citizen
should weigh carefully the arguments for and
against the enactment of a prohibitory liquor
Iaw. He must take one side or the other.
He carinot blow both hot and cold.

What are the arguments for the sale- of
liquor as a beverage? This, chiefly, that in a
free country a mani should be at liberty to
take a drink when he likes. If there is any
other argument of impqortance, it huis not been
advanced of late. t is not contended that
the use of liquor adds to wealth, happiness,
health, harmony, intelligence or morality,
but'it li claimed that no man should be robbed
of his freedom. The wonder li that- anyone
should continue to uphold iudh an argument.
On the same principle a mani shoud be free
to use firearms on the streets, he should be at
Sliberty to throw garbage in lis yard, lie should,
~when infected with small-pox, be gllowed to
go where he likes. No mani, unless lie ives
alone on a desert island, lias a right to do as
he pleases. Hei limited in everything
when he becomes a member of society. He
gives up what lie miglit cali individual freedomn
for the larger freedomof the group. If ho is
a good citizen the welfare of the co nmunity
is of more importance to him than his individual
welf are. Each lives for all, and ail are helped
by each.

What are -the-arguments agalnst the use
of. liqùor as a beverage? Hero are only a Çcw:
t imppve1tishes the people. It begets and'

fostors ý.moral cçntaglbn 't brings ruin and
sorrow to conitiâàss thousands. t weakens
the 'ýýbQieS 'of ýmei. and destroys their power
of ivili. Lt cýuises honùes. It separates fathers,

<mnothers and chilçren. t brings grey hairs
with sorrow to th~e grave. t leads to vice
and crime and al fois'of evil. And 80, the
list might be continued.

t is a mocking. absùrdity that a country
should, on the one-baud, support schools to
educate the youth in morality and intelligence,
and on the other hand, shouldîlicense saloons
to counteract the effects produced by' good
mothers and faithful teachers. t is more than
absurd for people to encourage ail that makes
for virtue and then to set ini operation those
forces that make for vice and crime. t
rerninds us of the general's aide-de-camp who
carried under one ai orders, and under the
othier armn counter-orders. We have surely
reached that stage in our development when
we can afford to do the right without feeling
that we have somehow to atone for it by count-
enancig the wrong. ,11

To appreciate the eVil of the traffic in liquor
it is necessary to do no more th lan to read the
pages of the press for a single week; Here are
three cuttings from the papers of January 8,
andl they are typical of what may be read
any day.

A Ocostly Business
"Take for instance two veteran bartenders of

ýýinnper-. Both have worked behlind the mahogany
for' mnore than 26 years and, at a low edimate, between
thoifl tlhy have taken in more than $1,250,000 for

oXicantt
Thc.se figuires are arrivedi at in this way: There are

S13 day i the year wvhen Ille bars are opened, or f

'The liquor trafflo bleckS the path to prospenity.
it is a menace te the welfare of the church -indastate
The state should only proteet those interesaswhicb
exist for the gooc4 of the people. The liqubr traffia
isa a urse..

"We should abolish it for the salce of our commercial
interests. There in no commercial interest -benefltted
by.'the trade' except itself, and kindred unlâwful
WiOU cfeefl

W. should abolish it in behalf of pure p.OnÈtcu ma
good governinent, since it isasaoociated mth nioet of
the. bribery and corrupt practicea which hAv e een-à
menac to Our liberties.

!nTe cries of innocent ehidre and thefr môtbws
who bave no redress against ite relentiesa rave gea,
call loudly for ita sp.edy destruction.

If, ought to be abolished ini the intereste of ti ll
Velfare of the men in 'the trade.' It will bW the dam»

of a botter day for their familles when proNiti
co nesi.

'If for no botter tha» economie reoun, ws
;,bolish the liquor trafflc in Manitoba and w*t
rix mill1flrn dollars now yearly Wàato in tâivj wu~
in ten years, snpply free hoesete 2 .,.0 .o.e . jJ.*-or give quarterdéèctions of iffprovid '14àd tî 1A0
unemployed men, or clotho,, feed and, 0 '-4 èr~
education to.0evstreet waif in C.aâltnL
million dollars gongfor -the neecusriu., L Ww
a bocet it would gÈie7the. butcher, pocSr,dy
nierchant and-hardware dealer.

Agaîn, as'thiaolaWisproduoln abouttOf Our kIce .rsand f trampa, rlnmlnalu aan d
it jeAbolihd, *baitalodii elfedf
of industrioua ci#smaenh itaxes and givi~for
ing and, up-keep- cffrenoue'hoiý, ay~m
It stand@ condemned -beore the arc pbl
and awaits thée sennceof thela.

"Lloyd Cleoirge aym: 'VWe -are figlitng uma
Austria snd tinik:*and so faras 1 oaa gme, the p5
of tii... three d d;y foei ie drink.' , -

Again at 13 gho Nad 'rink e 5 w4
barri thanai to ubmarines of ýGennàaxy pt

We muet detry itis fS CE tii. EwpIgý"

"Lt is the enoMy-cf ithe bome; Ik put. oMt*
nad robe the littie children of thleommon neuI
Of lf."

"There ian no commercial interWstb"ofled b ~
trade except itUne f."

"Tii. sociabiilty cf thle bar destroya themcléMlty
of the. home."

'The labor and capitel Oevoted , t ti. buùuun
mimply will b. transferred te other industries whiév
there Wilbe abl.muing it.adfo! a -,

a 4F

It li for the people of Manitoba, when the
referendum 18 taken ini March, to cast a vote
for their wives and childrezi, for happitna
and health, for good morale and clear yIsion,
for virtue and purity, for wealth and'prom.
perity.

On my way ti the officé 1 found miyW.I
next to a mari in khaki. S-onione, in mistaken
kindness, bad been treating hlm. Everybody
felt uncomfortable and aiaaxed. We. have
rightly placod these soldier boys on a pedestal.
We think of them as heroe.s and- we ure inm.
patient when our ideal la ehattered. It la
no wond<êr then that thero was annoyance
and disgust when the soldier in question
persisted in making, himself fooIish. And
this is but an illustration. Why should the
state do its utmouit to caîl forth the beuit in
its men and at the sanie tiine support ard
encourage the forces which make for thrir
downfall? Let any one reckon up the nuntr
of fine fellows Who have gone to pieces throughi
drink, let hlmn measure the poverty, crin'-e
and unhappiness occasioned by1 the traff c,
let -hlm take stock of the moral, physical 'ard
inMstrial loss to the nation, let hlm think of
the destitute homes, the weeping wives and
the suffering children, then lot hlm cas hie
vote. TI this, as in the great war, it rnay be
said:
"iYour King and Country Need You."1

'c -.

A Word from Portage la Prairie
4"ele liquor traffic should be abolished in Manitobabecause of the blesings men can enjoy when'free from

ifs temptation and ,ts curse. In this 'ity there are
two undertakers, both of whlm are connected with
my congregation. Duri my residence bore they bave
ca'ed ~upen me te go wîtt them te bury the namnelea

de ni every instance breught te their death directly
threugh indulgence in liquýor, and in every instance
in the prime of life. We becanie a dry city last June
and net once since have I been called upon te, talc.
that most melancholy journey. Some of those who
were and are interested in the traffi c have been very
much annoyed at the verdict of the public, but as a
community7 we have reaped benefits of the Most valu-
able character frem the step which was 'taken. We
have a foreign population which celebrateci the Christ:
mas sesson in a saturnalia of a most degrading char-
acter; this year lias witnessed a change which 18 wel-
corne te every oe who lha a respect for huinanity. I

In the same isque there appear the views of
leacling citizens of Manitoba, who appraisk(
the traffic as folowe:

"'If prohibitioii carrnes in Manitoba, it will mean
the dawn of a new era. The lUquor traffie is the greut
enemy of man, it makes the noblest of God's creatures
lowcr than the brute beasts; it cerrupts thc heart,
jaralyzes the conscience and makes a ceaspoel of the
hody., It is thc enewmy ef the home, it puts eut the

tire, robs the little children of the common necessarirs
of life. It is the stronghold cf retten politics, here la
the place where votes are bouglit and sold.

Millions of money are invested in the liquor business,
and consequently millions must be spent te countcract
this gigantie evil; jails have te be buit, hospitals,
asylums, etc.

Prolbition is the right end of the stick, it ia getting
after the big thief.

The Lord Chief Justice Coleridge said.that more
t han eighty per cent. of crime is due te the drink habit.
This in itself id sufficient reason t hat the liquor traffie
should be abolished ini Manitoba. " /


