
THlE COURIER.

SMIPPING THE CARRIER pIGEONS 0F MODERN WARFARE.

of Aeroplanes being Ioaded at Alexandria for use in the Dardaflelles, where, accordiflg to a recent descriptive despatch, there are ail sorts of

concealed surprises that evefi the air-mani îs unable to locate.

alf a bundred Urnes.) We planted aur guns
o, and were ail ready for action when soime-
ent wraug with the am munition s3upplY. I
'Gw whether some of the horses weut dowu
rl7vers funked, but there we stood arouild our
h nothlng ta da but gape at a wall of infantrY
acrosel the apen before us. And ll tell YOU
us stare, for there must have been tens of

dsL But what we didut see 'was a sudden
Our flank, and aimost before I cauld crouch

ere on1 us wi.th their bayanets.
n1Ote, Just yau Imagine standing like a fool
gun that haasn't ifired asheli, wîth -two years'

Il fluatiug about iu your cocoanut and nat a
t of use ta yo)u."
'It yOu rifles?"
a rifle; ami Just to reverse the joke, aur

ýrs5 were stuffed with oartridges!"
t did you do?"
t cOuidwe do? We ducked and gat bayaneted.

0a bayonet right througb my bowels, and
'1 ilmagined myseif oazing off lnto eternity
3uld thlnk of was those gun drills floatiiig
anId &round iu my head like bits of flotsam
sain,'

tduI't use quite that expression, but the li-
I'8 the saine.
19 back?", I asked, plesentiy.
ne S0," he drawled, and then witb a final tilt

' Dwter Pot, "you knaw I haven't forg4tten
,un drills yet, aud the next turne they may
1 useful."

ýk Johnsont, the Evangelist
~&IYand other outiandiali talk has swept

illOugh the new army 1111e a flood. As Ger-
('ay'5 method of warf are grows more iu-

it seems to reflect itself ljpon Britaiu's
andU the auomaly le that some of my con'-
?'h us lauguage that five years ago would

43n c0sidered vile even lu the sluins of Lan-
Bilingham, are frequently plilte ta the point

alI"y lu the presence of a lady, and qulte as
il' everything but expletives as they were

tewar.
."ltM&Jr C-, wlth whom I comae bourly la

(ltthe S. M. previously mentloned in this
Is Ian example. Thýough not a ma.n of broad

O0n or efinement, ha is ,nuch higher than the
e TUmMY At11lns, and lias a record of service

was tfliug of a terrifie 1>0

er yon evar heard tell of th
,nterrogatively.

"ýOh, yes, I have,", I assured hlm, restraining a
smIle.

"1Just -- imagine," he remarked, "living lu
a - -simy - -trench, up ta your

-- neck ln - - mnud, and the - days

-lengtbeniug Itt - - weeks without
aiïything - -happening but the - - roar
and smash of - sheils from a - -Jack John-
son hidden a dozen - miles away lu the - -

- sand banks.
"Ï'Boo-oo-0o-00-m-ifl'm,' it would go, with a-

- - of a sickening thud and a crash, and then
baîf -a dozen - -suckers woqld - -find-

theniseives in hell, and the rest of us,- wlsh-
ing we were -- - there too."

"Weren't you really afraid ta die?" I asked, leaving
the infereuce to his intelligence.

.Y A Victimn of the New Horror
70- T was at the union Jack Club, iu Landau. I 1,ad

es j failen lu wltb a Canadian fram Uckfield-the
ha "Duckifteld" of a previous narrative-and ha in-
[et traduced me ta Private J-, of the First Canadian
,at Contingent, back on a sick furlough of indefinite
nd duration, a victlm of the Ibatjtle af Langemarck.
)n_ "«Got a few bres.ths of gas,"l ha whlsparad, "and

here I amn practlcally dalle for."
ni- "Wouid you care ta tell me about It?" 1 asked,

rather apoiagetically.
~at "Oh, thare isn't rnucb to tell. It was my tbird turu

lu the trencbes, and ail I had ta do was take pot

shots at anything that seemed like a German eye
or elbow or even a flnger-tip. We were shelled
pretty badiy twice, but I dldn't get a puncture, and
rthen ail of a sudden we saw that diabolioal ciaud
of gas biowlng towards us. Me, I dIdn't know what
it was at flrst, but when it reached my trench a few
sniffs toid me It Wasn't ozone."

"Have a cigarette ?" I interjected.
"No thanks, It only inakes me cough."1
"What did your Company do ?"
"'Really I can only tell you what the boys toid me

afterwards. We kept an firing-perhaps forty rounds
-and then I remember stunzbling back lnto another
trench and then into another.<

"You know those ýlittie green places In the desert-
<my memory geems to have siipped a cog-"'

"Oasis," I suggested.
"Exactiy. Wel, I stumbied Into a kind of fresh-

air oasls, and God, it was good! And then I found
I Was, standing on someone, and I tried to'pick hlm
up, but another ch-ap did that.

"By thi-s time my lungs were burning 1111e blue
blazes, and 1 feit as If I'd give a'year's pay for one
good breath; but what *seem 'ed to worry me most was.
that the Germans were dolng everything to us, and
we weren't getting back ut theni.

"But they say we made one.rîpping charge before'
we retreated. I wouidn't swear that I was In It, but
the boys teil me I was, ani I lcertalnly recall wipiug
ooze off my bayonet-German biaod, niost likeiy."1

"And then 1 thought I was Iu the King Edward
Hotel, ln Toronto, ordering a gin fizz, oniy the waiter
couidn't flnd any lee and the place seemed to be
an fire, and I began to choke, and next thing 1 knew
1 was ln the base hospitai with a pain in my ches t

that brought tears to my eyes."l

Life on a WarshipSINCE warfare on land hms become dehumîanlzed,
and warfare ln the air superhumanized, what'
shall we' say of the eonillct at sea? I spent

»art of, my recent furough at Newcaetle-an-Tyne,
where I put up at a iodglng bouse mnuch frequented
by saiors, and there I had the pleasureof hearlng
sanie disconnecteci accounts of that welrd vigil upon
the water ca]leýd naval warfare.

Oue of the Jackles belonged ta a Coast Guard that
helped in the dafence of Hartiapool during that
mernoraýble bhombardment'; another was a member of
the crew of the "Birmingham" (if I amn not mis-
taken), and had much to say of the ' "Saucy Arethusa,"
who, according to his wrathy accaunt, achieved most
of ber victories'lu the uewspapers, leaving to ber
more modest consorts the real business of harasEking
and destraying the enemny. A third disputant had
been with the "Lion" at the tume of ber splendid
dash again the German 'Battleshlp Squadron, when
the "Bluecher" was suuk, and the remainder of the
battered fleet just able ta creep behiud their defen-
sive mine area.

"What an awfui pity that the 'Lion' should get bit
just as she was iu a fair way ta bag the lot," he
mourued. "But l'il tell you one thing, I saw the
'Seidlitz' and the 'Mannheim' sjoutlug flame and
smoke 1111e volcanoes. l'il lay a quid they are tinker-
iug with tbem yet."

- - wmniiý tnaL coulu 011


