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IC.tnaj.tiaî li'a.,.nd gi~rl, am- iied ta% .îakce ual'.corner diacir own.
Taae cdiatr i taie Jrpartiiient i.. anxitlas ta contae in touci ,V;th the
%"'u.g Pr" le tro'.n Viciti.a ta Iliîlix She utiad lilce tacnt ta~.rite lier ofie 14dait a !rir hiiaae lfe. aon thée pr.arie r ia the tria
cgqae'.. arnnt; Ille ilit'uitaiaa% tir dtitn b% thre s.it. *fhear lettcr', m-il
t.pialilirr. .and ficier .a.aciaas niitrsware ira .t' far tp'sil.

af fl tot se amauci %wliat you Say
As flic inatitter il% shichi you Sa> il.

If is liOt No aieili Ille tangtaagc you use
As the toiles iii wlîich yoîa coaîvey il.

The woads may be tîild anîd fair,
And Ille fortes aîîay pierce like a dat,

Thelî iords niai' be soft as Ille %uma'ier air
And Ille toies miay break flic laeart.

ONLY TIIISTLES.I %vas a wsarn surrmnier evening and in a
ne-lected carnier af a great field, grew
saine tal] thistles and broact-it.ved bur-
docks.

The tisties wvere covered %with thieir swveet-
silatîg purpie flowers and the burdocks huaîg,
lîeavy %vitb great cluîsters af green burrs.

Sanie chidren, an liaur silice, liad passed
tlîat way, aaîd stapped ta gather the daisies
and golden rod tbat grew iii tue sanie corner.

nue ai theni, a boy, pulled sanie burrs and
praceeded ta niake a basket, but grawing play-
fui, began tossing tlîeni at the ailiers.

A littie bi.nch caughit in the golden curis af a
smail girl, and she rna'e a brave effort ta keep
back the tears wvlile bier sister took out tic
buri- and severai liai-s wvitl it, scohding the
miscbievous brother tbe whlie.

IlA big thistie stuck me, nasty aid tliing!
Thîis fi-rn anather sister, svba liad kept an
gatbeiing flawers, and shE lield up a finger fi-rn
which hîunle a tiny crinisan drap cf biood.

Airer a ?ew %vards af sympathy irom tbe big
sister, the littie group passed on, and tue hast
words the tborny îveeds I. tie fence corner lieard
%vere, IlWlîat do thistles and burdocks gi-ou'
for, anywvy?

Tis made them feel very sad, and tiîey began
grumbiing, ta anc auiotier lit the useicssness ai
tueur -xistence.

«Fvei-ytiaiig scenîs nmade for a purpose but
fis. Here ive stand," said the îliistie, Io no
use to aiyone, and only permitted ta live because
tis carnier is tao rocky ta pic'ugni."

.. nid tiius thcy murnîuired, too dissatisfied and
uîîlîappy ta even bear tue coaîtcnted hium of the
hoaiey becs as tiîey gatliered sîveet draps fi-rn
ii ptirpie tlîisîie tops. Presentiy a %vase-iook-

îaî- robin, xlioa bad lit on tue fence and lîad
l'euai listeaîing ta their conservation, addressed
ilhemi.

IWhy, friends, you miust certaitiiy be feci-
loir blue, cise you %'ouild never talk like tlîis.
WVIy, aid burdock, yoîî are ai great use. liyoir
root is valuable mediciuie, and hou' oiten do you
prav'de siielter ta tic buttcrfiies frn tue
lieavi' rains.

I ieni aid damie Browna, iii wvosc apple
irce I have my :îest, nîigbt have lîad no cab-
liage and tornatoes huis year, ind sue flot
%overcd tue tender young plants wvith saine fine

large burdock leaves ta pratect tbeni f[roi" the
bat suai until tlîey gat a start."

1And as for you, friend tîxistie," kept on Uic
kiaîd coniiorter. IlWby, sviat svotid tbe becs
do without y'oue And it svas oniy yesterday 1
heard a lady whoî wvas pas':ýiag say, 1Smell the
sweet tîxisties ; svc shall soon have saine delici..
aus îiîistie lîaney 1 Sa cheer up, niv fnieuîds;
yoîî ai-e bath ofigreat tise in the wvorid, else yotî
svould flot be bei-e."

Witb tiiese words lie ficu' away, leaving the
tliistles anîd burdocks a good (leai iîappier for
lus kindiy woi-ds.

OUJR STORY.

1 amn oniy an aid book with iaded cavers and
worn, taneveui edges, anid I scai-cely remeniber
wvien 1 was briglit and nesv.

M1y eariiest recailections ai-e ai living together
svith hasts ai other books, in tbe proiessor's
library.

I liad been there for years and wvouid likely
biave been there stiil -for tbe professai- had na
cbildren-bad it flot been for a young girl, a
niiece ai bis wvbo lîad came ta make hUmi a visit.
Sue it was, littie Neli, %vba hiad tzken me. flown
fi-rn the high sheli on wvhich 1 bad laiti s0 long.

Neli wvas fonîd ai reading, and spent most ai
bier thne in the 1l"rary, and orie day, while slie
wvas hunting for aîîotlîcr book, suie came across
me.

"lFolks and Fainies I sue exchaimed, Il Oh,
good 1 " and soori was sitting on the floor,
eagcniy scaninag my story tities-"I Mini aaîd
tlîe Butterfly," Il The Fairy Siivei-sviîîg," Il The
Silver Penny," "'The Trcc ai Treasures."

Heu-e wvas a treasure, a book ai fairy taies
she bad neyer read befare, andi froni then tîntil
the end ai lier visit, Nehi and 1 werc ve
seidorn apart. On bier rcturn home, ber uit,.
said it wvouid be a pity ta separate tîvo sucli
friends, and tlîe cansequence wsas, 1 -%as snugiy
packed, %vitb lier athier belongings, in Neil's
uitile trunk.

Soon 1 was inii ny nev hoame, an a siieli in a
briglit uitile bedroom, fan difTcreaît fi-rn tlie
proiesson's sonmbre Iibrary, and many a hîappy
aiteraxoon Neil and I passed in tue coniiortabie
braniches of an aid appie tree.

For a wvbilc I bad a bappy time, but tr,é bic
wvas tin store for ie. My littie owvner hoaned
nie ta lier best fuiend and playmatc, wlia
pnonîisedtzitake good care ai nie. Aid sbe did;
sue lîandlcd me ainiost as tcuîderlv as nîy own
liiuie Neil, but sitc had an orpban cousin, whîo
iived %vith lier, a nougb, iîarum-scai-uni ai a girl,
wiha insisted on having :nstant possession, the
moment she spied nie.

' Folks anîd Fainies,' that soiunds 'ood!
Wliene did you get tlîat baok? Let me nead it,
w'oux't you? t

And now my troubles begati. Shie tuiaîd me
back ta back, ivet lier fingers xvhen she ttirn,,d
a leai, tbi-cu nie clown witlî a bang wlîen sbe
wvas tired reading, turncd down rny pages ta

keep ilie place, rind in ailier w'ays made lueé
miiserabie for mie.

One evening, when shie should have been
studyiiig bier lessaons, site was sittinig on the
edge ai the verandali, dep in the miysteries of
IGiant rhunderscai,'' and on he«iring lier auint

approacli, lhastily tdîrew fie under the 'rna
and taok up a schaoi book.

Here 1 iay ail iliglt, and before niorning a
horrible rat attacked nie and gnawed several
icaves

IOne-Eyed Dick " wvas nearly ail gaîxe, '.nd
several pages oi "«The Silver Penny"t destroyed.
Wlhat a terrible nighit it wvas

Wbien rny littie owner gai me bacit again,
rnany were the tears shed over my altered
condition. Like tue owvner of "'Dappie Gray,"
she vowed neyer to iend nie again, and lias
kept bier resoive.

Aiter severai years, 1 fitid niyself iii :y pre-
sent quarters, a cheerful nursery. Neil is :îav%
iii a homne of lier owvn and ieads arouind by the
band another littie Neil, to wiîom 1, in tinie,
expect ta be as mucli a conipanion as 1 ivas ta
bier mather, for already in the twiligbit bedtime,
she listens %vith deliit ta the oft-told taies
read first sa long ago by the allier little Neil iii
the professar's library.

Little Charlie, who liad been listeiling ta bis
auntie's account ai a trip ta tbe sca shore, wvith
most intense inzerest, at hast in great earnest-
ness exciai,îîed, " Aunt Lily, Aunt Lily, 1 reaiiy
think the rigbit tinie ta go tothe sen shore is whcn
you're youig ! Now, wîhat wotild big persans
care about getting a crab fastenied ta their
taes ?

The foliowing icuter bias becai received by the
matro. ',f the Cbiidren's Aid Soc;etv Sheiter.
It came~s fi-rn a littfe girl wvlio -was senit by the
saciety ta a foster hoine in tbe Nortla-west. 1
am, sure aur little readers, who are happy in the
ave of real parents, wiIi be -lad that anc paor
ittie girl lias iaund sa bappy a bhome

De.ar Mrs. Cli.piia.n,-I have n loely borme here.
.%7C have lats of flowcrs. I have two tile gardens of
miy owniand a lle cati. Auntie is going to gave nie a
lien waxhi sorti chickeils. 1 ani going ta tearn to miilk
cows. WC have ive, vg lal:es and wce are goi'îg 10 get
atbont. h have liad arow alrcady. I ha.«veliite ptip
c.illed Tobv. We have lots of i hres anîd cow% and
ch)ickeiiqs and dtcks aad dogscind calveIl. I arn going
to Stiiid.y-Sclhaol ti.nîerrrew. Mà%y ltle red caip s%.ts
flot in myv parcel. latin going Io Irarti la ride hiorse-
back. ilhave alittle' colt of mine. Thae giri's towei gol
lest an Ille train. '«e have a noe boause. h gol %ville
ltile adopted couasinîs. W'e are goiaîg to a piicnic at
Pelacati Lake, somce twelve miles (reni here, ]-ler on in
this mnlnh. '«c ha'c a ver: large fariai %vih lois or
trces ani îild fruit bushies. There is ai mwing and a
liallnocak. 1 hnvc a uittle baby cousin living N'itli nie.
1 lind a lavely lime coming Uap on Ille train. 'ie ceai.
diactors werc vcry goad la tés. Thev til, uis oil at
cvery rc!sl- airant that we camie te. Tfi nie liais' anans'i
childreaî in %lie sliclter finat 1 kio%. 1- Latara lucere ''
.ind is lattic Jahnny stlP svitl vou? Uîîchc c.ihls ni,.
Toadles. Give miv love ta MIr. -Vouoaî fldic nutrses4
and ta you. I romain, yaur affcc-îionâte,
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