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THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN,

ANENGLISH WAR COR-
RESPONDENT.

** Archibald Furbos enco a privates'disr?
‘I'hon his origin must have been very humbta
aud lus education sclf-acquired.” Not 8o
fast, good rcadors, Thoro are thoso who
have poverty thrust upon thom, and others
who thrust poverty upon thomselver. I am
afrail  Acchibald Forbes belonged ¢y the
Iatter class, His father, Loais Forbes, was
a 'rosbytorian Ductor of Divinity, while his
mothor belonged to tho old fam'ly of Leslic.
Living in the north of Scutland, Forhes
s udied titat at scuoel, then with a tator,
and finally at tho Aberdecen univermty
‘Though cxvolling 1a clawics, ho bad such an
avorsion to mathomatics that whon tho sen.
atus academicus tccontl{ Eroponcd to coufer

upon hum tho degreo of LL. D., an irate pro-
fessor exoaimed :

“I can novor consent to such a mockery
As a student Mr, Forbes was ‘plou, *ol’in
muthomatice, I shall nover consent 1t a
man should receive an honorary digreo frum
this university who haa failed to psss his ex-
amioations,”

Fortunately for Forbes, success on the
Latie ficld does not depend upon tho ap-
pendix of LL. D,

During Foibes® sccond collegiate year, his
fathor dropped doad in his pulgit, Thare
being nioe children,a.d little forauno, Archi.
bald left Aberdoen for Edinburgh, with do.
sigos fieat upon tho law, and sccondly upon
tho church. Whilo endeavouring to decide
upon a career, ho spont all his moaey, and
fell in love with a young lady, with whom
bo arrauged to elope in a gig on a certamn
Sunday when tho obdurato father was to be
at church. Alas, ‘“tho best-laid schemes o'
mico and mon gauﬁ aft a-gley?’ The obiur-
ate father waylaid our hero, romoustrated
with practical determivation, and turned
the love-orn youth inton ditch, whenco .o
aroso sadder and wetter,

Attawmng mis majonty 1o 1550, Forbes
bocamo prsosseld of $2,500, and de.ormined
to Join a cousin in Canaua who owned alarge
trict of land near Lake Huron, Q. reach-
ing Quebee, he hingerod 1n the old town,
hetd by tho t ciming eyes of his landlord's
daughior. Acthe end of threo months, the
wiltScotchman had exhausted his resources,
confessed Ins poverty ¢o the laodiord's
daughter, aud abandened the 1dea of joining
his cousin,  With eight thuhings i his
pocket, he shipy.ed for homo as a satior, and
steered tvolve hours a day for weeks, when
hus vessel becamo water.lo, ged. No timber.
slrp can sink, otherwise Forbes would have

ons to the bit:em. Thero was no cooking
or & week, lite bang maintained on biscuitas

anl salt meat,  After rovers] ami'ors had
boen washel overbuarl, tho crow tuck to
the boat, which was packed up by thecotton
slip Mouses Taylor, fiom New Oricaus.
Fading that tho crow were sadly disvasud,
Forbes, who hadstudied wio ticine en amateur,
got out the modiciue-chest, kil.ed one panent
andcured the rest.  O. course hs suso, -
tiblo hoart foll a prey to tho captan's daug -
ter, upon whom, wnen biddivg her £ rone.l
in Liverpoo!, after three month's taste of salt
water, he squandered s last eight shill nys
in grapes,

What was to ve aone? Nover without
resvurce, Furbes sotd a fine fieid-glass, and,
with tho mouey, went to Londun, where he
was recruited 1 the Royal Dragoonr, De-
spito his tendency to ““larks,” ho made rapd
headway. Ioaddition to has appomtment
as school-texcher to s company, Forbes was
nado acting-quartermaster sergeant,wi bont
tho rauk ot sergeant, 1s hoe happened to bo
ths only maun ot lus company who could
solve the foilowing stupendous problem
wental antbmetic,—** If one man is allowed
the tharty-seventh part of an ouuce of pep-
per per day, what 18 tho amount to be
drawn for two hundued wmen per week,”
Having compassed tins, Fotbes was let off
from pumshment drills, aud becamo an ob.
Ject ot admiration to Ins compamous,  Al-
roady articles by hun had been accepred for
*“ Houschold Words' and tho **Cornuil
Magazime.©  duortly after, Lo compoted
fora prizo cssay of fiftcen guineas, to bu
wnitten by a working-min, ¢ Un tho advan-
tages tho mother.ciuntry derives from her
colonice.” Ho was thenstat oned at Wee.
doo,whirohibracies aro conspicuvualy ab ene,
and a8 he know nuthing abuut the culonics,
how could he wbtan dates? Discovering
au old cacychiad a, ho culleted lus n.avr-
ial fromn 18, wio.0 bis casay, aud sccurud the

prize?!

Owingto literary earnings, Forbes had
moto moroy than his fellows, and covze.

uently got nto frequent trouble, His
colono(—now Qeneral \Waralsw—wasa striot
diroiplinarinn, anl meted out punishment
ucflinchingly, Toward tho cnd of his_mil.
tary carecr, which lasted live goars, Fo:be«
bore a very gootl charactor—a happy ch..ngo,
which wou'd proi-ably haveled to promutin
had not bis health mven way and oaused
lim to be 1avalided.  After onduring igoor-
ant army-hospita trostment for cighteen
wonthe, he went ta London, got well in six
weoks, and was Jen sent to Aldorshot tu
ahow tho miltay surgeous how casy had
been his curo,

In (omug an vbatroperous soldier, En,land
gam-d a now species of currespondence,
Forbos's tirat cont ibution t> journalism
was pubished in 1508, in tho *Eveang
Suar.”  Ho became a casual writer on the
**Mormng Advertisor,” anl onos moeived
oightecn pence for a pivagraph accepted by
ths “ Daly News.” On this promusing in
come he married ; after publishiogan artiole
i tho **Cornbid * on ** Ariny Reform,” and
another ta *Se, Faul,” catitted ** So diers’
Wives, ' both of which wure wo | received,
Forbes started a paper calied tho ** London
Scotsman,” inteuded liko every other news.
paper, to fill an aching void, It provides
Scotenmen with e ndeused nows from then
own country, but as they cither faued tosce
1ts necessity, or expected to get 1t for noth.
ing, tho editor did not ama:s a fortune,
He eked out a precarious exi-tence by
occ sonal dramatic and mu-~ical cnti.
cisin contributed to tho ** Murning Adver.
tiser,”

Uufortunately for art, Forbes is not the
only exwnplo of tho wrong man 1n the wrong
plac.. When seat to pruvnvouco upon the
monts of a performer on the pedal piano-
forto, the ex.svldier rosarded the artist from
a gymnastic pont of view and praited him
as an acrobat !

OUu tho breaking-out of the Franco-Ger-
man war, Furbes was enyaged o writ ng
a novel for lis papsr, while cherishiug
the 1deas that nature had designed him
for war correspondcnce, an 1dea ho cum-
municated 10 Jamces Grant, cdnor of the
¢ Morning Advertiser,” who toon after saul
to him :

**1'vo coacluded to «ffer you a position as
war vorrespondent. Uhcoss whichever aide
you prefer,”

Having studied G rman tactics, ncquired
a shight kaowledye uf the Germ in language,
aud teching sure that the G rman eagle
would wio, tho ex soldier-caitor went
direct to Siarbruok, and wumne-sed the
**baptism by fire,” on August 2, 1870. It
13 strango that ho anould havo heheld the
defeat at Sodan, scen Lowis Nap leon
desd at Chisclburst, and his son dead in
Afriva,

At Ssarbruck, Frbes helped to save the
hfe of M+j v Battve, who belonged to the
celebrated Indian Guides,aud has stocs been
ktled in Afghamistan, Following the Ger-
mans as a spectator, Mojor Battye lost hus
temper on sve nga s ldier killed bemdo him,
So.zing the dead man a needle-guo,he opencd
upoa the French, and prompt y receved a
charsepot bullet in the ribs, ™ Furbes picked
ui;‘ the impe uous majo-, carried him to a
E ce of selety, and temporanly repsired him

y en:a-log lim n brown paper p-aster-
ed over wita paste.

Present at the batths of Courealles,
Viouvills, ard Gravelotte, Forbes advanc. d
with the Germans to Paris, o aud his
companions were 80 far forward as to bo iy-
rorant of the fank movement to the 1i. b
which ended in the battle of Sedan, aid
held on their way alono through Chalons
until actually warned by the French 1 the
streot to to carcful or thoy would fidl into
tho hands of the G rmans, who had been
secen m the noigh <urtood.  Recuvern
touch of the Gerurans, Forbes wasunder fire.
the cntire day, and thoe pext morming wit-
nesaed Napoleon's surrender to B smaick.
He and s young Du-ch compamon, De
L ¢ d¢, wers the ouly civiians who witiss.
ed tho historic event.

On thomght of tho day Napnloon lcft for
Wilhelmshoho, Forbes and Ds Tiefde, tio'ny
unable t tinl quarters o sew rere, asked tor
lodging w the Unatew B liovue. which b d
leon the ex emperor's tempnriry resi tenco.
Taar rclgu'ab\ms granted but wathout to d.
Wnilo F rhes was wnting tus desparch on
the tuble on which thee pi ulaton hatl bo n
sizned, Do Liefle sa goawin, a ham-hom
taken from their own stores, Fuhng by
this mcans to app:as: a ravenous appeut ,
ho thiow the bouo in disgust up n tho
table, and up ct Forbes's 1ok,  Ou roturming
to thy Chatvay, threo months later, Forbes
was gravely shown the stain of lisown init
as a gouvenir of ths capitalatisn! The

Fronch commander had upset the bottle in

his rago at Moltke's exorbitant demands}
It was then that Do Licfdoand Forbes tossed
for tho right to alcop in tho cx Emporor’s
bad, Taoe over lucky Forb-s won. On a
itle table by iho bed, with leaf tumol
800k, was the book whioh Napoleon had
re d befors going to slosp, —Bulwer’a ** Last
of *ho Birous 1" .

Forbea was tho first nt n.combatant toride
round Paris beforo tho city was ontiroly in.
vested, and whilo waiting at Moaux for the
progross of tho environment, he received
orders to roturn home. Tho * Morning Ad-
vortiser” no longer required his serv cos, for
the quamnt reason that this 2 wrnal alrouly
nad a correapondent inside of a city which
wasatout to bo beseiged | Forbis reachod
Lundon 1n thece days, solv possesror of in-
firmation concerning Feench plans,  As his
cosay fo war correspondeuce had abruptly
ended in recall, he coucluded to returu to
s miserable * Loiudon Scotsman.” How-
over, he doterminol, if p«-unblo‘ to sell his
knwwledgo, As “The Tmwa" turncl a
deaf car to his application, Furbes atad in
F oct strect, and t-ssed **o d m n out,”

o whu h of three pypers—* Daily Nows,”
“Sian lard,” and “?‘l‘olcgraph "—he should
go with his copy. Tue **Daily News'
won the toas. o fuund favour at last, and
was told to write threo columns, On return.
tng to the offico to state that the sub
jee'.]\vna not yet oxhausted, the editor re-
).1ed
b Write on, then, until it is. V'l
take 28 much as you like of A kiud f
copy.”"

urbes wrote six columuos and arran.cd for
another article to appear tho day after, but
when he presented his second mnanuscr.rt
the managorsail

¥ don't think we want it.”

Tho tone greatly irritated tho already
jrundiced Forber, who politely requested
Mr. Robin-on ¢ to go to the devil,” aud the
procecded to po elsuwhore himself, Cuas.
1uyg the coriespondent up tho streot, the
manager flually overtook and calmed lum by
tho magic announcoment :

‘,'I waut you to go to Metz to-night for
us.”

It was four o'clock in tho afternoon :
Furbes Ief. three hours later, This was his
firat engagement upon a jrurnal with which
he has beent connec ed ever since,”

At M tz Foibes b span to rovolutionize war
correspen enco by living on fureposts, wis
ucssiog overy fight,and su.stituting for curt
telegrams of hare ta. te, lung descriptive lot-
tors telographedin fuil, According tuForbes,
successful war cosrespond nce depen s upon
throa attri utes ;—facu.ty of urgunization,
capacity of physical endurance, and the gift
of luc:d writing, resulting from studiously
scquired mihitary knowlodge, From ajour
naflstic as woll as fiom a military pont
of view, the ta-c of a campaign must be ec-
cure 3 open commubication and presenco in
tho right placo are iudispensable, Forb s
seems tosn fl & battle afar off, and 18 ready
to live in squalor, as he aid tor six week
within easy range of F.ei.ch cannon before
Metz capitulated. It waz tho wettest an-
tumn on reeord, and ty phoid fever and dy
sentery were his const nt com amons. Dur-
g a suttie, Farb 8 receivet a fl:sh wound
1 the leg which con 1uued open for monthe,
but which did not fo-ce him to leave the
front., For theso six weeks ho did not sl ep

in a bed excrpt on occaei nal viurs to tio| o

telegraphic base at Sasrbiuck, Beforo the
capitulation was effected, he was the fiist to
eiter Mete, and infoimal'y joinmg tho sani-
tary voluntems, he devoted himself to the
rmoval of 8 ck and weund d, 2000 of whom
wers in a stato of scmi-putrelac ion, As
the most infect:ous drsvriers resgned, sn-
clmling tho rare typo of flwry typhus,
Forl-es’s leg was att cked with gangiene,
wh ch had to boe burned out with nitric ceid.
By constant smoking, never removing his
bouts, aud carryiugin bis meuth a aporge
sawurated with vinegar, ho mavaged to keep
ou h 8 logs, but w.s tiually ondered to Eng-
wnd, lest, by a longer stay in so foul an at-
murphere, ampuiation suvuld bec me ne-
coryary.

O . reaching London, Foib's showed his
d-subled leg to Mr. Rotinsvn, who remarked
with a shudder:

* Asa fellow-man, I say you onght to lay
up for s1x months ; ana newspaper manager,
I wish you would atart for tuc aigo of Par s
w-n ghw”

Forbes started immedia ely, and s leg
gt well, probatiy owing partly to has ruie
of beibg a teototaler seven days out of twens
tv.eno. Attach.d totho head-guariers of
tho army cummanded i,y the Crown Prince
of Sixony, Furbes wituessed the ha.dest
fightiog of tha mege,  Aftor tho finat b.-m.
bardment of St. Denir, ho contrived to get

insido the walls, whioh had beon reduced to
s most dilapidated condition, and was offer.
cd food by a Protestant pastor.  Tho moat
consisted of ‘mr‘ of a youny gray horse that
had beeu killed by a ahell,

Duaring t10 81040, }utbes wrote lot*ers in
fuli, which wero sent t> an agout on tha
fion+ior, who telrgraphed thom to Loadon,
Lhis fcat excited groat surpriso among the
Germana, who kuow that Firbes had per.
mus1on from the Crown Princo o tolegraph
only short messages from tho offces within
bis ariny. Ouno day a Furbos tologram ap.
peared dated at a place where there was no
teiograph offi 0. It was roported to Prinoo
Qeoryo of Saxony's stafl by a joalous corres-
poadent,

That samo uight, Forbos dined with this
stafl. aud was asked to explam tho iscom.
prehensible,

“Why,” ho repltod, jestingly, *“I have
my own privato wire, and shall telegraph
trom horo direotly,”

Knowing that orders had beea given
at Princo Gourgo's offico to receivo no tele.
gram that vight fr m him, Forbes quistly
wrate a lottor dirccted to s froutier
agent, and put it in the pwat. Tho noxt
day, it was tolegra hed to London, and
copiea of tho *‘Daily Nuws' were sont to
Prince Georgo with Mr. Forbes® compli
mente,

Punding tho capitulation of Pans in Feb.
ruary, 18§l, somo fiity journalists waitel
hungrily tveater on the sifo of Versatlles,
Forbes arianved to enter by tho north,
through St. Denis, and accumplished his
purpose on horacbaek,dressed as a Prussian,
and was, 1 sonsequence, very roarly killed
by a drunken Naznonal Guard. Having little
w«nowledgo of Fronch and no kunowledgo
whatever of Pang, bo had great dutficulty in
finding Mr, Washburne's bureau, whero eat
Colonel Hoffinnn, who gazed with surprice
upen tho first man he had scen from the ox.
terior world, He sent the stranger to Ua-
thank's Euglish Hotel, tn the Faghourg St,
Houore, the vnlyhotel opon during thesioge,
Furbes brought forth from his wal.ck hve
povads of siiced ham, which Unthank's
peopls put on a large covered plate aud
oxhibited 1n tho Faubuurg at ten centimes a

jecp, as the first outaide marketing to coter

Wi,

After walking about dark atreots all night,
Fortes, who had stabled his horso without
teave, rode to Vincennes, whero he passed
the Prussian lince.  He thon gdlloped fif-
tecn miles to Lagny, tho termiuus of the
Gurman railroad system, which he reached
‘n time to catch the tiamn fur Germany, but
killed s poor horse in ths «ffort. Qn
went the war correspondent for taocuty-two
hours, without sloppiug. Re ching Carls-
rhuo at two o’clock in tho worning, he made
his way to the telograph-uffice, whero the
two grls in charge remsed to tuke alon
teleiam until day set in, Coaxing an
bribery, however, accomplished their pur-
10s¢, Atoght o'clock the des,atch was
timshed which gave tho tirst details of the
wterior of Paris that had reached Eovland
for a week, Takiog the next tramn to Paris,
Fories entered the iotel Chaitham on tho
worning of the third day alter tus departure,
aud was roundly chaffrd for his delay by
two jourualiets who nad just got in. Funcy
thieir fecling on reading the “*Dally Nons®'}
ouricrs  wero o untrustworthy that it
was not unusual for Forbs to carry news
to Englaud twice a week. He wasofton the
only passenger, aud nearly died from fa-
tigne.

After witneasing tho groat parade at Long-
champs, Forbes on the same day accompauni.
«d the German troops iuto Paris L aving
the German cordon and entering th.t part
of tho towu sti ]l in French h.nde, ho was
asgailed Ly tho mob asa German svy. A
fisht ensued, in which Forbea's cl.thes wero
torn off, ** Let us drown bim 1” shouted tho
mob, who threw bhim on the ground and
procieded to drag lnm over the stono
atrects, tezcucd by a National Guard
picket, the supposed spy was taken to a
police-station, aud brought before a magis-
tra.o whose sister spoke Eoghsh, and who
tosuticd her belief in Forbes's repreronta.
uons.  Ou bring released, Forbes borrowed
apparel froin the brother of his benefactor,
who accompanied him to s hote), ¢ How
canlr pay you for a:] that you have deno
for me?” asked tho correspondent. *“M. ro
casily th-n yeu thisk,” ropued the Frnche
woman. ‘‘My 1rother and I are titerally
starving.  He hes rocaved no salary for six
months, and, ax gentlifolk, wo canoot stand
a1 the queuc w.th tho popalaco to receivo
clms. Dyubtless you know perscus ccanect-
ca with the distribution of England’s yift.

Any food will beagodeend.” As onc of tho
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