
JJlie-iiged'Teal. - Anas- discors.
Uoeks of perhaps fromn eiglit to twelve, feeding lu low marshy ground upon'
the shores of rivers. Their fliglit is very rapir], like that of a pigeon, and
when about ko alight they drop down suddeuly, like a snipe or wood-coek.
The flesh of this species is excellent, and inay be considerer] qulte a detlicacy-
for the table, compared with inany others of the ducli species.

Tlhs bird, likie the black duck, neyer dives in feedling, but when
wounded, like the latter, dives witli great rapidity and cîiniig.

'l'lie blue-winged Teal is comiparatively easy to approacli, cousequeutly
it fafls au eýasy sacrifice to the gun of the sportsman. he niale aur] female
birdl differ but littie iu plumage, botli being of a light grecy color aurd
nîarked withi a. bue spot ou flhe ýving1. In shape this species is prccisely
sixailar to the black duck, aund in habit inucli the saine, both delightiug to
feer] around the mnuddy shores of rive~rs. This species docs niot breerlinl
this part of Canada. T1hey gcnerally nialie their flrst appearanice hiere
about the monfli of July, aurd they are thon iii excellent condition.

The above are Mr. !Iett~s observations ou this bird, aund the folloiug
is the description giveui by Wilson, iu bis Amecricatn Oriiithiogy:

"The blue-wingrer Teal is the first of its tribe that returus to us lu the
autuunn tromn its breediug place ini th.t. north. They are usually seen early
iu Septenîber, along the shores of the Delaware, where they sit on the incd
close to the edgec of the watcr, so crowded fogether that. the gunuiers oftea
kili great numbers at a single discharge. Whiei a flock is discoverer] thus
sitting and suniugii theniselves, the experiencer] canner ruus bis batteau
ashore at soine distance belowv Qi' above themi, and gretting ont, puslies her
before hlm over tlic siippery mur]d, concealing Limiself ail the whulc behiar]
bier ; by this mectiior lie cau somoetimies approacli within twenty yards of thù
flock, aniong whichi lie gener ally niakes great slauglter. '[bey fly rapidly,
and, )wheni they alight, drop down stiddeuctly, likze thec Snipe or Woodlcockç,

*almong( tlic reeds or ou the nur]. They feed chicfly ou vegetable food], and
are eagrerly fond of fthc seeds of the reeds or ývild oats. Their flesh is
excellent, andI, alter tîjeir resideuce f'or a short imie anion- flic reeds,
become very fat. As the first frosts cornes ou, t.iey l)roceer] to tlie soufli,
being a delicate bird, very susceptible of coîr]. They abouifd lu the
inundatcd rice-fields, iu the Southera States, where vast nurubers are taken
in traps placer] on small, dry eminences, that liere aur] there rise above the
water. These places are strewcd w itli rie, and] by fthe comm-on contrivance
ealled afiure four, they are cauglit alive in lhollow traps. In thle monthi
of Apnil they pass throug(,lî Peunnsylvania for the north, but Muake little
stay at tlîat sCason. I have observedl them nmmerous on the * Hudson
opposite to, the Katskill M3untains. They rarely visit tlie sea-shore.

"This species measures about fourteen luchies la length, aur] tweîîty-
two luches lu exteut ; the bill is long in proportion, aur] of a dark dusky
ýlate; the front aurd upper part of the hîead are black; from the eye
to the chia is a large cresceat of white-,; tlic rest of fthe hear] and haif the
neck are of a dark siate, richly glossed with green and violet; remnainder
of the ucck aur] breast is black or dusky, thickly mark-ed with sericirclea


