_x HE CHILDREN OF LONDON.

m luu May Quinlan, in London
Teablet.)

{The bee is small among flying things

But her fruit hath the chiefest sweet~
ness. N s .

~Ecclesiasticus.

According to the great sociologist,
Professor Geddes, the stuff of Moral
Bvolution is ever with us, “This ge-
meration,”” he says, ‘‘need not go to
Hades; our children, at least, may
make for Heaven,'t

And having assented to the truth
of this social axiom, it only  be-
hooves us to lament that the .mate-
rial for the making of saints should
80 often be utilized for the shaping
of sinners.

Underfed, insufficiently clad, inured
from babyhood to viciops surround-
ings where the warp of ‘sin is cross-
ed by the woof of sorrow, life is
indeed a sad gray web to the child-
ren of our city.

When these human atoms are not
at school they sit on the curbstone,
or else they review creation from a
grimy doorstep. And the amount of
knowledge that may be gleaned from
a doorstep is—need I say it ?—far be-
yond the range of school standards,

PETER.

Peter used to sit on a doorstep in
Heather street. He was five, and,
to0 be impartial, he was not good-
looking. But in saying this, per-
haps I am wronging him, Truth to
tell, one saw Peter as through a
glass darkly. For there was about
him an outer rind of griminess
which had become so incorporated
with his system that one accepted.it
as an integral part of a very small
whole. Had Peter been washed—but
then no one would have recognized
him, so what matter ? = Peter's mo-
ther alleged that:she put moral dis-
cipline above cleanliness. She cer-
tainly did shake him occasionally,
and frequently held out the hope of
a beating to come. It was not, as
she, explained to me, that Peter was
a wicked child, ‘‘but ’e’s that ob-
stroperlous you wouldn’t believe.’”
Hence the periodical shaking. It
was the only - moral training that
Peter ever knew.

One day a social worker asked him
how his mother was. ‘‘Drunk,” said
he. ‘“Is your father at work ?"’
“Drunk,”” was again the response.
Peter had no imagination. He mere-
ly dealt with facts, and so he ac-
eepted his drunken parents as part
of the natural scheme of creation,
When night came on he still sat on
4he steps and looked stolidly into
the darkness. Sometimes discordant
weices broke upon the night air,
wheteupon he would listen breath-
lessly, ready at a moment’s notice
10 hurry off the doorstep. Then the
door would ‘be violently wrenched
open and two figures—a man and
woman,—~would sway in the uncer-
tain light of a keroseme lamp, and
after a brief struggle Peter’'s mo-
ther would be hurled down the tene-
ment steps to lie a quivering mass
of human flesh in the filth and mire
of the by street. Presently the pros-
trate woman would regain conscious-
ness, and in a feeble voice she would
eurse the man in the doorway—for
her confinement was at hand. And
little Peter, crouching beside the
doorstep, listened with all his ears,

Further down the street, lived
Lizzie. I remember the first day
I knocked at the: tenement. The door
opened a few inches, and in answer
t0 my question:
live there ?’” an untidy little head
was craned ouf.

“‘Gorn,” was the laconic remark,

“‘OH, no, she couldn’t have gone,’’
said 1 confidently. %

° *Dead.’” said she with finality.

The small figure then opened  the

“Did Mrg, ——

ed up wlthc;p.rdunh The ob-
ject was, doubtless, to get it out of

"1'the way, 80 as to enable her to get |

on with her pressing household du-
ties.  And it was'only from the in-
nermost heart of that hastily con-
structed little kinob that there issued
& protest: a wisp of hair standing
out in mute but pathetic appeal.

Her father was “in the fish line,"
80 she told me. But the informa-
tion was already superflucus, for
mingled with the strands of her hair
were endless fish scales.

““Who-looks after the children ?** I
asked.

“I does,”’
thing.

“Isn’t it too much for you ?’" Liz-
zie looked amused., “W'yl it ain't
s0 much when yer gits used to it,”’
was the reply.

““And who keeps house ?""

““Me,’”’ paid Lizzie, She rolled up
her sleeves absently and displayed a
pair of tiny arms.

““Yus, I cooks, an’ I cleans up, an’
I looks arter the little 'uns.”

‘“Tell me how you manage.’’

“Fust I gits up,’”’ said she, “‘an’ I
makes me fire’”’—there was no ' re-
ference to her own toilet—‘‘an’ then
I cooks me father’s break’us. Then
I tidies 'em up an’ sends ‘em orf to
school.”

“Don’t you go' with them 2% X, in-
terrupted.

The child shook her head—'‘Ain’t
got no time. An’ arter that,”” she
continued, ‘I washes the baby  an’
when he’s quiet I scrubs dahn the
place, an’ theer y’ are !""’

‘‘How about dinner ?”’ I asked.

‘““Well, then I gets the lady wot
lives upstairs ter mind the baby
while I goes aht an’ ‘buys wot we
wants.”’

#“And do you cook it, too 7" was
my final inquiry. Whereupon Lizzie
nodded a casual affirmative.

There were the makings of a Bri-
tish general in Lizzie. Given the ne-
cessity she could command a divi-
sion. But standing in the tenement
doorway it was a pathetic looking
little figure that ruled the earthly
destinies of No. 100.

A SETTLEMENT TEA PARTY.

Not long after this there was a tea
party at the East End settlement,
to which my friends were invited.
And I like to remember the faces of
Lizzie and her small sisters when I
asked them to come. The Ilatter
held their breath in wonder, but Liz-.
zie fixed me with her eye. As ' the
commander-in-chief of the home con-
tingent it behooved her to be practi-
cal.

‘“Who wif?”’ she demanded.

“With me,”” I answered.

Then they said they would come in
awed little voices, and they gazed at
me curiously as if I were a phantom
or afairy, who in a twinkling might
be turned into a toadstool or e
tuft of grass. So they opened their
eyes and stared unblinkingly less the
quiver of an eyelid should breaks the
magic spell,

When the eventful day came they
looked transformed. Their hair had
been in crimp since the day of the
invitation, and the fish-scales had all
been picked out. In place of the te-
nement rags each child now wore &
velvet dress, but the velvet, instead
of being bright purple or vivia green
such as the East. End loves, was to-
day black, in mourning for thev/ mo-
ther they had lost, But in spite of
the black dress Lizzie was a child
once more, for at the sight of the
gaslight and the ' good cheer the
guests thought  that they stood in
the outer courts of heaven.

Only one uninvited guest appeared
at the festive board, and that was
the baby. I don’t know why ‘he
came, but I darkly suspected that
"the Jady upstairs” had gone out op.

said this, wee human

ltﬂka And, - indeed, toluveabtby_

door wider and put . her lundl V)
_her lips, 4
“*Yuss | been gurn t.hnc dx
months.”% !
" ““You knew her, then 2"

uhhstdut.y’a 7
and cheer those fuhd,on beds of
pain. - ‘‘Her boys,’* as she calle the
psuent- of her ward, are justly
proud of her for her work in  their
behalf is well known. The commu-

cial religious services, and gifts from
her many friends will be presented
to the venerable jubilarian.

SOCIBTY,

The members of St. Peter's T. A.
8., of Peterborough, Ontario, attend-
ed eight o’clock Mass in the Cathed-
ral on Sunday morning.

Rev. Dr, O'Brien delivered a short
but impressioe and appropriate ad-
dress. He said it was with senti-
ments of thanksgiving to God, and
of congratulation to the members of
the society that he did so. It was
in, by and through Almighty God
that the work of five years has been
brought to a successful issue.,

Making brief reference to the be-
ginning of the Society, Rev. Dr.
O’Brien stated that in the first year
there were 189 members on the
books of the Society; to-day  there
were 682, and the membership was
increasing steadily. He addressed a
word to those - who were yet non-
members. He did not wish to be
understood as saying that the use of
strong drink in moderation was sin-
ful, but on account of the awful con-
sequences, a man was safe only when
a total abstainer. it was a fact
that much crime owed its origin to
strong drink and the regret was that
the percentage is increasing. What
good was there to come from  the
use of it? Did a man’s daily occu-
pation demand it ? Was it neces-
sary that he should have some sti-
mulant for his body ? It was held
by authorities that there was no
disease that could be more success-
fully treated by alcoholic stimulant
than without it. 'The doctor
who insisted upon giving spirits was
to be put aside as a quack, By its
administration to the body, the
nerves are temporarily stimulated,
the patient imagines he is better,
and the miserable ddctor gets the
benefit of having wrought some cure,

simply a spur to the nervous system.
The natural man tells us we are to
leave alcohol alome; and if we con-
sult the supérnatural man we find
that there is no excuse ror the use
of ligquor.

It was written in the Book of Gen-
esis that God made man in His own
image and likeness, gave him a soul,
an intellect and a will capable  of
knowing and loving his maker and
carrying out His commands.. Could
such a man fake any chances when
he saw the majority of men drinking
liguor and getting the worst of it,
stultifying their will and endanger-
ing their immortal souls. In the
light of these things no excuse could
be presented why every man in the
parish should not . become a total
abstainer.” Example was better than
precept, and the speaker asked . if

extent of the efforts - that had heen.
made during the last five vears. The
fact of the existence of a Total Ab-
stinence Society did not imply "

gested that a whole ot of gdod
been done as the result of
persevering effort. Homes had be
‘made happy, and men had been
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drawn their allegiance from the stan-
dard of temperance. Such men, the
speaker was sure, deserved to be re-
prehended and severely so.

There had been one persistent ene-
my to temperance during the past
five years, and he would always be
present. It was the man who invit-
ed some poor unfortunate into the
saloon there to obtain liquor. There
was no place that more resembled
hell than the average saloon. There
were hotel-keepers who were entifled
to be regarded as exceptions . but
they were mighty few in Peter-
borough. The saloon keepers were
the men who wrested from the priest
of God, and from St, Peter’s Total
Abstinence Society many of the
men. Nothing is mofe contemptible,
more debased or more suggests  the
agency of Satan, said the speaker,
than to see men we have spent years
upon going into a saloon. Our men
should ‘be strengthened against such
temptation. The saloon is the ves-
tibule of hell itself. What excuse is
there for its existence ?

Rev. Dr. O’Brien referred to  the
local option vote which had been
taken recently. The scurrying away
of these men who owned saloons
showed very well why the saloon ex-
isted. It was to put clothing on
the lazy backs of the men who rum
the bar-room. He did not wish to
be understood as denouncing hotel-
keepers, but the men who have bar-
rooms, into whose hands there pass-
ed the money which otherwise might
be used for the comfort and happi-
ness of those families from whom it
was taken, He asked every man to
consider the question; If I did not
drink during the past five years, how
much happier man I would be  and
‘how much greater a blessing in the
sight of God ?

Rev. Dr. ' O’Brien in conclusion
said he would continue to pray for
the movement, and continue to look
forward to the time when  every
man in the parish would be a total
abstainer.

A little girl who was eating = cod-
fish for breakfast the other. morning
for the first time was seen to stop |
and examine her plate with deep in-
terest.

Mamma,”’ - she asked presently,
r“what kind of ﬂah is this 2 I'vo just

A found ‘a hair in it."
obligation on every man, but it sug-

Tt s codnsh, dear,"”” was the ans-
N

wer.

“Oh, " 4 commented “her dm\r‘far.
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