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NOT A COMPLETE FAILURE
glance through our exchanges reveals the fact that the ma
jority of Canadian Labor papers refer to the recently held National
Conference on Industrial Relations as an utter and complete failure
The Edmonton Free Press does not take that view. We grant that
the rence showed no immediate results and it is true that the
question which Capital and Labor eould not agree are the ones
that are most vital and very present elements in the industrial unrest
that is prevalent in this and other eountries Baut term
any gathering a complete failure, where Labor has had an oppor-
tunity to propagate its aspirations and its ideals. Labor ecertainly
had that privilege at Ottawa and we are bold to say that the de)g--
gates representing the Labor movement made very good use of their
opportunity. We were not pleased with the method of choosing the
delegates, and we still claim that the manner in which the Labor
repr tives were chosenn was wrong in prineiple. But it does not
follow that these who were chosen could not properly present to the
conference the fundamental objectives of Organized Labor. As a
matter of faect, so great was the predominance of the Labor group
al the Ottawa gathering. that it was a subjeet of comment by all the
big eastern papers. Moore, Stone, Simpson, Woodward;, Bruce, Miss
Gutteridge, Banereft. Melelland, Winning and many others that

o0

£ on

we cannot

Senta

might be named, are persons who have a thorough knowledge of the
‘aims of Labor and undoubted ability to give expression to the same. |

That is a fact'which will be admitted by all exeept those whose sense
of fairness is seared by personal antipathy. The conference was
given mueh publicity in the east, all the Toronto papers having staff
correspondents in Ottawa. The Labor delegates’ addresses were in
every case covered very fully, so that as a means of publicity and

{ propaganda alone, the gathering justified the partieigation of the

jabor movement
3ut while we could not admit that the conferencc was a complets
failure, we are nevertheless. not prepared to agree that the gathering
was a great success, or that it will have any immediate effeet in
allaying the undoubted unrest that is a very present feature of Can-
adian industrial and social life. It may result in the amelioration of
some of the most aggravated industrial conditions that were brought
to light by the Labor representatives, but the present Government’s
record does not even give great hope in that direction. We are in-
i to the helief that the suecess of the Conference can be confined
revelation of industrial econditions that. having received the
publicity. may be somewhat ameliorated by legislation, pro-
viding there was any spark of sineerity in the Government’s apparent
desire to improve conditions industrialiv. That, and the presentation
of Labor’s aims with the eorresponding weak defence of the expon-
ents of privilege, is to our mind the sum total of what the conference
accomplished m-so-far as orgsnized Labor is coneerned

ght of m»

ay not seem to be of mueh consequence

bt
heart becanse of the fatal accident to Thomas
f ioeal Sheet-metal Workers’' Union. The

as insial
¢ he was working ecollapsed.

The enactment known as the Building Trades Protection Aet, &
provineial legislative measure, provides for the proper inspeetion of
scaffolding. But—it absolves the government from responsibility by
@ prevision that the eity authorities should enforce the Aet. With
the result that what is anybody’s business is nobody’s business and
we have Monday's fatal aceident as the consequence of the improper
enforcement of a measure caleulated to insure safety for the worker.
We do not know where the direet blame for the aceident of Monday

i should rest. but we do know that the Provineial Government is open

§ o eensure for not providing for the proper enforcement of a law
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 which it found necessary to enaet.

It would seem that the Workmen’s Compensation Board should
| be empowered to see that all laws enacted for the safety of workmen
| should be properly enforced. At any rate it is to be hoped that some
| provision will be quickly made to insure a greater measure of safety
ifor the workers in the pursuance of their occupation.

AFFILIATE WITH CENTRAL BODIES.

There is some significance in the statement of Minister of Labo:
{ Robertson before the Trades and Labor Congress, to the effect that
ithe Government would recognize only the Congress as the official
| mouthpiece of the Canadian Labor movement. It can also be stated
authoritatively that the Alberta Federation of Labor occupies a sim
ilar position in this provinece. as does also the Trades’ Couneil in the

{ various eities of Canada. e by
The lesson then should be elear and all trade union organizations
‘should net only be affiliated with central bodies, but should take an
‘active part by attendance at eonventions and meetings of the eentral
organizations. The suceess of the Federation of Labor in Albherta will

we venture the opinion that someone;

killed on Monday afternoon when a scaf-|

Convention in Calgary in January, where the prograss for the mr}
will be deeided upon and officers elected to earry on the work during |
the year 1920, Let the stihjéet of becoming affiliated with the .\Zhvr?:&}
{ Federation of La
meeting of every Union that is not new s member of that body
EDITOR'S NOTES.

'r certain ecircumstances may be permissible or
but the habitual compromiser is in danger of degen-
-rating to the point of vacillation. Premier Lloyd George seems to
be bordering on the latter state.

Compromise unde
ven desirable

The Steel Trust won the two previous strikes in that industry
and they may succeed in the present instance in retaining their des-
potie system of slavery
over until the last battle is fought and freedom is triumphant

““Soviets and manifestos in this eountry are not the cause but the
symptoms of disorder, and a Government that was worthy of its

emendous task would find something better to do than exploiting
a triviality as a screen to incompeténce.”’ The Manchester Guardian
was referring to conditions in Britain when it made this observation,
it can be applied to Canada very nicely without any change in
W urdi!!g

yiaf
the
-derationist whieh is generally conceded to be an 0.}

was denounced as such at the last meeting of the|
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work of the

‘machine’’ at the reeent Trades’ Con-|
There may be a machine in the Congress, but |
that line from O.B.U. sources will not earry great
delegates who attended the Calgary Convention snd
railroading’’ that took place there.

eriticism along
weight with the

witnessed the

The indefensible interference in Russia and the supporting of |§§

the reactionary adventurer Koltehak,
demnation in Britain. The Manchester Guardian conculdes a power-
ful editorial by the observation that *

‘we have no more business to!
supply either of the Russian faetions with munitions than Germany |
has t6 supply Sinn Fein or Ulster with machine guns. It is not s |
question of the relative merits of Lenine and Koltehak, or of their|
respective followers, any more than it is for Germany to judge be-
tween Sir Edward Carson and Mr. De Valera.”
““Even so sane a Labor leader as Samuel Gompers gives
evidenees now and then that he has been affected by this
not recover sufficiently from the fatigue day after day, until
challenge it. Unless unionism is to lose most of the gains of
fifty years it will have to purge itself of its Socialist leaders
and deelare plainly that it has no ambitions to be the dom-
inant pelitical factor in the life of the country.”’—Toronto
Mail & Empire. J
Now we know what we must do. We will have to get rid of
dangerous revolutionary charaeters like Sammy Gompers and be
content with ‘“‘crumbs from the master’s table,”’ putting any sug-

gestion of progress from us as something not to be enjoyed by the
toilers of earth

.

After receiving the verbatim report of the Ottawa conferenece,
we can easily understand why it was that all the eastern papers
commented upon the superiority of the Labor group in the many
debates. Here is a choice illustration given by Miss Helena Gutteridge
in supporting the eight-hodr day:

"1, bave read the report of the Ministry of Munitions in

the old country dealing with the question of the 8-hour day,

and particularly I read it in conneetion with the working

day for women; and I noted speeially that in one instanee
there was found to be a falling off in the output of the women
workers in making munitions, and investigation revealed the

. faet that because of the hours they were working they did

not recover su ciently from the fatigue day after day, until

there was such an accumulation of fatigue at the end of the

week that they did not properly recover at the week-end. It
was found that to continue the labor of women for a longer
period than 8 hours a day—and the same thing applies to
men—was like stretching a piece of elastic a little too far:

it did not go back as it was originally, because the elasticity

was lost, and therefore the production was lowered.” !

Here was the reply of an employers’ representative: !

““If you had come to this Conference and said: ‘We do not ask |
for a generai 8-hour day or a 44-hour week, but we do ask for it in|
certain lines of industry, and naming those industries, beeause vou
have examined into them ; and if you state, ‘This is an industry where
a man has sweated his blood, sweated the sweat out of his body. |
where a woman has worked until she has stretched the elastic so
that it is nearly broken,’ then we will meet you.”’

EMPLOYERS HA
ADOPTED PLAN OF
ONE BIC UNION

{ Employers of Eleven States Meet

f

WINNIPEG COOKS
AND WAITERS HAVE
JUST GRIEVANCE

Winnipeg Cooks and Waiters charge
that employers are trying to foree them
to accept lower wages than the seale
fixed by the' Manitoba minimum wage
act, and that they are also being re
quired to work eleven and twelve hours
ia day. They state the matter will be
| brought before the authorities unless
some change is made.

The organization of employers of the

whole country inte one mammoth body

dustrisl and Commereial Union, whiech !

{took tentative form Tuesday in Chi-

| eago. Emplovers of eleven states took wm Tm HAND

{part in the preliminary work. The first |

| meeting was in Chicago, when the pro

posal was madé to combine the members l N P 0 L l Tl CS

tel all emplovers’ associations into one |

{big fighting foree. The leaders of the

{movement are those who are opposing . On-October 15th the farmers of Mani-

i government ownership of railroads and toba will hold a ‘*Liberty Drive,””

iwho bave gome on record as opposing | when a canvas will be made of all the

ithe government employment service.  farmers in the provinee to secure mem-

{ The avowed purpose of the organiza- bers for the grain growers’ pelitieal

| tion i# to oppose the organized workers. | party in Manitobn. W. R. Ward, seere-

{1t is pretended that there is no oppo-|tary of Manitoba says:

sition to ‘‘legitimate’” and *‘loyal”’| 2 o,

workers’ ar;:ﬁutiou. This is taken |, '‘That since tfic three westers s

3 : inces declared in favor of political ac

{to mean that company unions such B | ootk Tt Taaliar ks Dade stabdit woe

! maintuined by Rockefeller snd the| °%: the =g ; ¥ gro

| Western Union Telegraph Co. will not | /1S 8nd there is every reason to believe

he lested. It is only thess “Wim?‘t it is universal in Manitoba tod:y.
hich are organized solely for the pus| ' Yhe hope of redress through either

. s ! e parties is utterly futile. The

pose of taking eave of the interests of | Saiod " ¢ e O g

{the workers which will be fought. The  tckmowledged policy of the Comserv

{usunl claim is mede that A F. of 1. 'I¥® Party is high tarif.

{unions are being domirated by radieals, "_‘!’ie Liberal party, in its platform,

‘and the new employers® unions will aid avoids any declaration against the pro-

the Inbor umions in weeding obt this tective principle. The record of party

‘element, it is said. The new union of guvernments offers no prospeet of free- |

employers will pot admit representa- d""‘ : i

{tives. of the workers to the organizs: “The Union government has given |

ilwﬂﬁ but will insist of rumming the continwous and unmistakable evide

taffairs of the laher bodies of its sohservience to the privileged iz

AT S tevests, snd of its atter indifference to

But the war against despotism will not be ||
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That Combine Quality with Style, Fit and
. - Workmanship
- We have recently reeeived a big lot of men's Fall and
Winter Suits that are worthy of special note as regards

value and style. They are made up in the select Tweeds,
Worsteds, Cheviots and Serges in all desirable colorings

and patterns. Particular emphasis is laid on the splendid

workmanship in these suits

They are built to give maxi-

mum wear and service. They will fit perfectly and hold
their good shape and good looks for a long time. So far
as price goes, these suits are not high priced. We invite
you to come and see them before you buy your fall plothes

requirements.

$25.00 -

$55.00

Ma=y

will want
all around, slash pockets

are worthy
of nete

THE FALL OVERCOATS FOR MEN
Are Particularly Stylish and Comfortable

men will require s Fall Overcoat this season
sew stock displays the very stylish models that young men
The nobby fall styles with raglan sleeves, beited
The materials are all that ecould
be desived in color, price and quality

Our

The fabric patterns

$25.00 .. $55.00

NOTICE TO MEN!

BUY YOUR FOOTWEAR NOW

Men's Black, Brown

and Tan Calfskin

$145

All Styles All Sizes, at Less Than Wholesale Price

READ THIS—These same lines are listed wholesale st from $1.56
to $3.00 more than the price we are offering them to you for te

mOTTOW

Think what this means next spring or even before. As

soon as our presemt reserve stocks are closed out the new ship
ments will commence to take their place at a tremendous increase
in price. We feel it is our duty to put you wise to this astonishing
state of affairs, which we are powerless to remedy. Included in this
stock are Men's Black, Brown and Tan Fine Caltskin Boots with
leather scles and rubber beels, meolin sole and gubber heels, beavy
double sole and rubber heels, all leather sole and leather heels. In

several different styles and widths

EXTRA SPECIAL PRICE

ANl sizes.

$145

Main Floor)

HUDSON’S BAY CO.
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IN SEPARATE
SCHOOLS STRIKE
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u eoessful agita
tion with the school board ever the mat
ter of salary adjustment, receiviag only
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been affered amy apon resam
their duties % September, the
the of the
matter and re sted that
the board submit s proba sehodule
which the msidered they would
be financially able to adopt. The teach
ery were advised they would be required
to go back to their old schodule, w
wennt that would woerk
than they received last year
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ONE KIND OF UNION (7) MAN

He sever belonged to a union,

At least that is just what he said

And he never had use for the label,

From his shoes to the hat on his hoad.

When winter came in with a bluster,

And the cont on his back was quite than

Then be looked all about him, despair
ing,

And said he would fike to come »

He sever paid dues till he had te,
Never served on commitiees at all
And he pever came round te meotings
Or helped the boys out at a ball

Not thought” for his follow-

worker,

Their bardships gave him guite ‘s shoek,
And be never would boost for his uaion,
But always stond ready to knoek

a posr

Whes musfortune
besom,
Which it does with us all, don "t you see,
He sent this word round to his loea):
‘You've got to do something for ma.”’
Now this is ne exaggeration,

That the party referred to isn't you?
The story in fact is quite true;

Now honestly, aren’t you :hukful

bugged him o ia

People whoe always talk about their
forefathers snd what they did seom to
find little time to do things that their
posterity will find worth talking sbout.

Men’s and Young Men’s
1 Suits and Overcoats

LY INVITING—

FEATURING EVERY GOOD MODEL, FABRIC
AND COLOR—-THE PIECES ARE ESPECIAL-

$25.00 *° $75.00

be guaged largely by the percentage of trade unionists who are’

affiliated. We eannot, therefore: toc strongly urge npon Edmonton:

Unions the advisability of becoming affiliated with the provineim:
i central body imgnidiately. and thus prove that Labor in this provinee
is united in demauding legislation that will benefit the workers. After
becoming affiliated al! Uniois sheuld plan fo B represented at the

Miss Helen Taft, daughter of ex-Pré
‘sident Taft, and who is scting president
of Byra. Mawr College, bus sailed for
| Liverpool with other women coflege offi-
cials on the imvitation of Eurcpean eol-
lages 1o study their systems,

the hardship pewpetuated by the eon-

tinusnece of privilege. !

““Our one hope s in direet apd of |

feetive represemtation by  onr
demoeratically chosen men on the floer

of the house of commons.”’
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