Austrians Unable to Stand Up Before Servian Onslaught, Retire All|("

Along Front with Heavy Losses— Poland Fast Becoming'/ Sec-
ond Belgium — Five Hundred Towns: Ravaged — Brother
- Against Brother in Opposing Armies — Main Issue in East Still
Unsettled, and No Important Changes in Westem War Theatre,

London, Dec. 14.—The most striking feature of the day’s
official news is the candid admission by the Austrian govern-
ment of the defeat of the Austrian army in Servia and appar-
ently of the abandonment of its third attempt at the invasion
of thedferritory of its small Slav neighbor.

ile attributing the failure to the enemy’s superior
force, the Austrian war office announces plainly an extended

[ " retirement and many losses.

"INew measures will consequently be taken to repel the
‘enemy,” says the Austrian statement, Apparently that means
that the Austrian army directed against Servia will assume a
defensive line. Against its repulse Austria balances the oc-
cupation of Belgrade as an asset to the good,

An unofficial despatch to Reuter's Telegram Company,

from Nish, Servia, however, reports that "'the Servians, after ‘

a fierce battle, have re-occupied Belgrade."

The progress of the war in Northern Hungary is less def-
Inite. §unday’s German wireless report, with candor equal
10 that of the Austrian bulletin, spoke of the “severe resist-
ance,” which the German and Austrian arms are encounter-
ing in South Poland and in Galicia, and added that it was evi-
dent that the Austrian forts in the Carpathians are not nu-
merically strong enough to clear the Russians out of Hungar-

{an territory,

But the Austrians claim that they are driving down the
northern slopes of the Carpathians the Russian invaders, who
were last week In.-occupation of several towns south of that

mountain range.

Poland is fast becoming another Belgium in point of suf-

fo

fe*g. while the opposing armies drive each other back and
h; occupying and re-occupying cities and villages, and in-

flict upon the inhabitants hombardments similar to those that
have been inflicted upon the people of Belgium and Northern

France.
ONE OF MOST TRAGIC
INCIDENTS OF THE WAR

More than five hundred Polish
towns have been ruined, accord-
ing to various accounts from the
correspondents. Both armles ac-
cuse the other of looting and
cruelty. The flight of the civil-
fans from Lodz was one of the
most tragic episodes of the war,
while one correspondent pictures
the fate of Kalisz as a repetition
of Louvain, with the slaughter of
four hundred clvillans and the
sacking of the city.

A distressing feature of the
fighting In Poland is the blood-
kindred pitted lnaln.'t each other.
There are several hundred thous-
and Poles In the Russian ranks,
and eeveral hundred thousand
more in the ranks of the Genmans
and Austrians.

The Germans claim a distinct
gain in their position in Northern
Poland, although they are not be-
lgyed to be as near to Warsaw
W. report last week Indicated,

On the other hand the Russians

announce a strategic re-alignment’

of their forces in that field which
str gth tholr,."“ :

in a late report tonight the Aus-
trlans announced that they have
reoccupied the important point of
Duklia, to the north of the Car
pathians on a line south of Prze-
mysl and Cracow, but nearer to the
former, with the capture of nine
thousand prisoners.

The main lssue in the eastern
theatre of the war—whether the
German and Austrian armies by
the operations In Northern and
Central Poland and the Austrian
advance across the Carphthians

will shake the Russian grip from
the Phzemysl and Cracow fort-

MUDPY ROADS IMPEDES
ALLIES PROGRES.
The day has shown no Import.
ant development in the western
« theatre. The French War Office
reports artillery engagements in
which they had the better of the
Germans and small advances at
various points, particularly In the
neighborhood of Verdun and St.
Mihiel, in accordance with Gen.
Joffre’s famous scheme of “nib-
bling at them."”
But the German bulletins deny
these claims.

Thé thoops In Frgnce and Bel-
glum are suffering a plague of
mud and damp, which causes them
greater discomfort than did the
cold wave at the end of Novem-
ber, with its positive hardships of
frozen feet and hands, and effec-
tively vetoes any movements on a
big scale. Life in the trenches
of the Allies is easier than before,
since they have. been reinforced,
80 that they do not have to spend
more than two days on the firing
line, whereas, last month, they
were without rest or an opportu-
nity to remove thelr clothing for
a week or more at a time,

The Turkish army has not yet
asserted itself, nor has it engag-
ed in any great battle. Enver
Pasha has taken command of the
Caucasian army, and Talaat Bey
has succeeded him as minister of
war. A report comes from Turkey
of growing hostilities to both for-
eign and native Christians in that
country which may lead to attacks
upon them.

[EMGHNG
FOR GEAMAN
WIRELES

British  Government Fits Up
Station on Suffolk Coast to
Find Whereabouts of Ger-
man Plant,

London, Dec. 3-—(Correspondence of
the Associated Press)—At Cromer, on
the Norfolk coast, the British govern-
ment has fitted up on a gentleman’s
estate a wirelgss station which for
weeks past has been trying to check
up the whereabouts of a German send-
ing station, believed to be not more
than sixty miles away. Often after
mwidnight this apparatus attempts to
interfere with the British station's
sending.

The enemy's oufit is thought to be
concealed cleverly somewhere on land
not far from ‘Cromer, and a reward for
its unmasking has been offered.

The strictest of routine 18 prescrib.
ed for the operators at the British
wireless . station, regulations which

ernment wireless plants. Soldiers not
ouly guard the grounds day and night
but escort the operators to and from
their posts to prevent any possible
leakage of government messages. To
preclude the possibility of spies co-op-
erating, the shifts of men working to-
gether are changed daily, and no two
men occupy the same quarters more
than one night. =

MUST AGGEPT
PHIGE ST B
COVERNMENT

Contract to Amount of $900,~
000 for.Motor Trucks and
Wagons to be Awarded to
Firms Whose Models are
Approved if they Agree to
Government's Terms,

Ottawa, Ont,, Dec. 14—It is under-
stood that the government is ready to
award contracts to the amount - of
$900,000 for motor trucks, wagons, etc.,
provided that the firms whose trucks
and wagons have been approved, will
come down to the.government's price.

The motor trucks that have been
gelected are understood to-be the Kel-
ly, Packard and White. The first can
be got at 256 per cent. below catalogue
price and the other two must agree to
do the sameé in order to get their
ghare of the contract, it is said. The
plan is to buy the parts from these
American companies and do the as-
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SUBSCRIBE $150 000

Montreal, Dec. 14,—The governors
of the Montreal General Hospital,
through their gemerosity, have saved
that institution from the financial dis-

ing the
hospital
This sum will meet the anticipated
1| deficits in the next two years. An-
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By lce Blocking Conduits of
River Neva—Factories Clos-
ed, and Anxiety in City over
Danger of Fire Breaking Out.

London, Dec. 16.~~A despatch to
’s Tel C from
Petrograd says the city is without
‘water, owing to the blocking of the

Newa river dufts 1ce. 1
are shutting down, and the tea shops
and bath houses also are closing. The
e are fearful that should a fire

This is the first time the conduits
have b.eo\nltwpul by ice.sinbe 1893.

doubtess ave enforced at all such gov-|

ert Borden.

Canadian Prime Minister's
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Londen, Deo. 14 (Gazette cable)—The statement issued by Sir Rob-
, what Canada has done to render effective help to
the Motheriand, oocupies a prominent place in every British newspaper

The Dafly Mail, in its leading article, after quoting part of the

figures, adds: “That is all.

excitement; just a bare record of What Canada has done, is doing, and

means to keep on doing in this hour of Great Britain’s peril.

restraint and that matter-of-fact conciseness there speaks the strength
rial people.” Sk

No bombast or
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CAPLOSIOY OF NATURML A5 KILLS
SEYEN, AND WRECKS BULDING

Windows for Bidhks Smashed by Explosion—Eight Serious-
ly Injured==Walls of Buildnig  Blown Out—Several Chil-
dren Among: Dead—Victims ‘Horribly Mangled. .

Cleveland, Dee. M,~A natural gas
explosion in & two story apartment
house at 11618 M Ave, tonight
killed seven persons, Seriously injured
eight, and the two story
bullding, WindoWs for & block around
were broken, and wmm a drug
store across the sirfeet were thrown off
their feet and injured by broken glass.

The exact cause of the explosion has
not been ascertaineds A strong odor
of escaping xr had been noticed in
the vicinity, pho ph studio oc-
cupled the first floor |6 apartment
and it is supposed paping
became ignited there,

ety

(DRESDEN AT

BAVARIANS
1T INTWERP

Barracks Closed to Outsiders
—Aviators Drop Bombs Into
Freidburg,

Amsterdam, Dec, 14, via London,
4,30 p. m.~—A despatch to the Handels-
blad from Antwerp says reports are
current in Antwerp of 8 mutiny on the
part of the Bavarian troops garrison-
ing the city. While the story is not
confirmed, it is a fact that the Bavar-
jan barracks have been closed to out-
sidets.

Berlin, Dec. 14—The Zeitung Am
Mittag pubiishes a despatch today say-
ing that hostile aviators flew over the
city of Freidburg, i the Grand Duchy
of Baden, at 3 p. m, of Decemper 13,
throwing bombs from their machines.
One bomb hit a house and did, con-
siderable damage. Two others fell in
Columbia Park among a crowd of
promenaders, and two girls were in-
jured,

CANKDINS
ON THE WY
10 EBIPT ?

Letter from Member of Mont-
real Regiment Says Word
Given Out They'Are to Leave
this Week. '

Montrel, Dec. 14~—That the Can-
adian contingent, or at least a portion
of it, is probably bound for Egypt is
the information confained in a com-
munication received in Montreal today
from a member of the Fourteenth Bat-
talion PFirst Royal Montreal Regiment.
He says: “Just got word we are to
leave for Egypt this week. Some ex-
citement I can tell you.”

Pl ——
WHITE KNOCKS MURPHY OUT,

ora——

Kenosha, Wis., Dee, d4.—Charles

White, Chicago I ght,
out Jimmie Murply, also of Chicago,
scheduled ten

mt‘n jaw,

The explosion blew out the walls of
the building and the wreckage at once
caught fire. KFiremen dragged the dead
and dying from the blazing mass at the
rigk of their lives. Most of the in-
jured 'were horribly mangled, having
had arms or legs blown off, Several
of the dead were children, who lived
in the apartments above the photo-
graph studio.

Owing to the cold wave here today
the gas pressure was high. It is be-
lHeved a great amount escaped before
the fumes found their way to the
photographic dark-room and caused
the blast.

PUNTA ARENI
INNJURED’

American Consul Says Fugitive
German Cruiser Has Reach-
ed that Port in Safety.

Buenos Ayres, Dec. 14—The Minis-
ter of Marine has been informed that
two British warships have entered
the Straitg of Magellan in pursuit of
the German cruiser Dresden, which
has taken refuge at Punta Arenas.

Washington, Dec. 14—American
Consul Latham, at Punta Arenas, late
today cabled the State Department
that the German cruiser Dresden had
reached that port safely and uninjur
ed.

The German embassy ‘here issued
the following statement today in re-
gard to the recent battle between the
British and German fleets off the coast
of South America:

“According to official informatiod
eight English cruisers, among them
two of the Invincible type, took part
in the battle off Falkland Islands. The
Dresden, which arrivéd undamaged at
Punta Arenas, intercepted a wireless
message which stated that the Gneis-
enau and Scharnhorst were sunk, and
that the Leipzig was burning. Noth-
ing definite was known about the
Nurnberg.”

Says She is Damaged

Santiago, Chile, Dec. 14—It is offic-
ially announced that the German cruf-
ger Dresden, new at Punta Arenas‘is
damaged. She will be allowed to
ake repairs but will be compelled
to sall immediately after these are
effected; or else intern.

GERMANY
LOSES SITEE
GRAIN SHIPS

Sent from Antwerp and are Be-
ing Detained by Dutch at
Hansweert.

e

London, Dec. 15, (3.09 a. m.)-~The
Daily Chronicle’s Amsterdam corres-
pondent says that sixteen vessels con-
taining grain, which the Germans sent
from Antwerp, have been detained by

the Dutch at Hansweert, Holland, at
the mouth of the River Scheldt,

pany.

remains at present,

perior force of the enemy.

s will
enemy.”

AUSTRIANS HELD BEL GRADE
LESS THANTWO WEEKS

Reoccupied by Servians After Termific Struggle
~—ForThree Months Besieged by Enemy —
Austrian Official Report Admits Germany's
Ally Forced to Give Ground Before Serbs
who Inflicted Heavy Losses.

London, Dec. 15.—~The Servians after a fierce battle, have reoccu-
pied Belgrade, according to a Nish despatch to Reuters Telegram Com-

The Austrians occupied Belgrade December 2, after having besieg-
ed It since July 29, bombarding from batteries near Semlin and from
Monitors on the Danube. A large portion of the city was said to have
been destroyed by the fire of the Austrians.

When war was declared the Servian government moved 1r%m Bel-
grade to. Kraguyevatz, and later went farther south to

Nish, where it

AUSTRIAN RETREAT ADMITTED IN VIENNA,

London, Dec. 14—Reuters Amsterdam correspondent says the Aus-
trians admit defeat at the hands of the Servians, in an official. communi-
cation issued at Vienna today...This communication follows: i

“Our offensive movement, directed in a
{rom the River Drina, encountered southeast of Valjevo a greatly su-

southeasterly direction

‘Our advance had not merely to be ttopfied. but we were compelled
also to make more extended retirements of our troops, which for many
weeks have fought obstinately and brilliantly, but with many losses.

“pgainst this we may place @he occupation of Belgrade.
q ly be taken which will

New
serve to repel the

NURGES

ST. JOHN LADY AMON

IN WAR ZONE

Miss C. M. Hare Attached to No. 2 Stationary Hospital Lo-
cated at Le Touquet, Near Boulogne.

Ottawa, Dec. 14.—A letter received
tonight from a member of No. 2 Sta
tionary Hospital, under Lt. Col. Shil-
Hpgton, of Ottawa, the first unit of
the entire Canadian contingent to
reach France, gives a full list of the
officers and nurses attached to the hos-
pital. Owing to re-organization of the
whole, force just before ledving Val-
cartier, the cabled réport of the de-
parture of the unit for France led to
some confusion the number of the hos-
pital and names' of some of the offi-
cers not tallying with the official list
prepared by the Militia Department be-
fore the contingent sailed from Cana-
da.

There are nine officers, thirty-five
nurses and ninety-two officers and men
fn the unit, which is at Le Touquet,
near Boulogne. §

The officers are as follows:

Lt. Col. A. T. Shillington, officer

MURDER OF
GTP. AGENT
INSOLVED

Police Holding Man at Montreal
Who Admits He Was at
Whitby Jct,, on Night of Mur-
der.

Whitby, Ont., Dec. 14—The mystery
surrounding the murder of Willlam
Stone, the Grand Trunk telegraph op-

erator here, is still unsolved.
The funeral service of the victim
was held this afternoon.

Montreal, Dec. 14—While John Ken-
nedy is being held until Friday on a

Grand Trunk Railway property, the
detectives are
movements just prior to the murder
of William Stone, the G. T. R, tele-

Whitby, Ont., early Friday morning,
and between

urday. ¢

Reuter’s
Flushing says that the Dutch steamer

nominal charge of trespassing on the

trying to trace his

garph agent who was murdered at

that tragic event and
Kennedy’s arrival in Montreal on Sat-

Though Kennedy is said to have ad-

commanding, and chief surgeon, Otta-
wa,

Major H. C. 8. Elliott, Coburg, Ont.

Major F. McKelvey Bell, Ottawa.,

Captain R. 8. Pentecosat, Toronto.

Captain Charles A. Young, acting ad-
jutant, Ottawa.

Captain James H, Wood, registrar,
Toronto '

Captain S. M. Eisher, London, Ont.

Captain J. S. Walker, quartermaster,
Charlottetown, P, E. L

Captain W, J. Bentley, dental sur-
geon, Sarnia, Ont.

Sergt, Major H. E. Law, Kingston,
Ont.

Magron Ethel B. Ridley, Belleville,
Ont.

Following are the nursing sisters
from the Maritime Provinces:

R. A. M. Grattan, Pictou, N. S.

H. Graham, New Glasgow, N. S.

C. M. Hare, St. John, N. B.

R McLean, Souris, P. E. L
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PIGKED UP TWO
NINTORS IN
NORTH SEA

British Airmén Rescued After
Motor Became Disabled and
They Dropped to Sea.

London, Dec, '14—A telegram to

Telegram Company from

Oranje Nassau has picked up two

aviators in the North See.

The aviators proved to be a British

officer and his mechamic, who had
been compelled to descend upon the
sea on account of the motor of their
seaplane becoming disabled.
S At first they refused to leave their
craft until they were assured they
would not be interned in Holland, with-
er the vessel was bound.

It was reported that the aviators
had been flying over Belgium, where
they dropped five bombs.

mitted having been at Whitby Junc-

tion on Friday, the murder has not yet

:ﬁen meuntioned to him by the authoy-
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