CANADIAN PARLI

MR. TURRIFF'S GENEROSITY
AT GOVERNMENT'S EXPENSE

Gave Away 28,000 Acres of Grazing Lands in Southern Al-

berta—More Sensational

With Land Stealing Under Laurier Administration.

Revelations in Connection

”

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, April 14—The balance of
Commissioner T. R. Ferguson's report
upon land manipulations under the
late government which has been tab-
led is replete with sensations in addi-
tion to those already published.

Hon. Frank Oliver and Robert
Cruise, M. P.,, have been seriously
involved in the revelations already
made, but in the matter of a grazing
lease in Southern Alberta, J. G. Tur-
riff, at present Liberal M. P. for As-
siniboia is involved.

In this case the nominal applicant
for the lease was H. P. Brown, of
Great Falls, Montana, the real appli-
cant was J. D. McGregor, of Brandon,
Manitoba, and the beneficiary A. J.
Adamson, of Winnipes.

J. G. Turriff, a brother-inlaw of A.
J. Adamson, was at that time land
commissioner of the department of
interior at Ottawa, and voluntarily
increased the acreage of the lease
granted from 32,000 acres te 60,000
acres, an unasked fcr increase of
28,000 acres. Not only that, but a
closed irrevokable lease was granted,
although it was not applied for.

The nominal applicant for this lease
had no knowledge that he had been
granted an area of 28,000 acres addi-
tional until he was informed of the
fact by Commissioner Ferguson. Not
only did he not know but he had as-
signed his right to the grazing lease
before the same was granted.

H. P. Brown in his evidence, swore
that when he was in Ottawa on or
about May, 1902, he met James D.
McGregor, of Brandon, and Mr, Me-
Gregor asked him if he would allow
him to use his name in applying for a
grazing lease in Canada. McGregor
gave as a reason that personally he
held about all the land that he was
legally entitled to. Brown acceded
to the request. On September 17,
1902, an assignment of his right to
tibe ranch was sent to him by mail by
McGregor, and he executed it. He
swore that he had never seen the as-
signment until he received it from
McGregor.,

Someé months after receiving the
assignment and during 1904 A. J.
Adamson, caused to be incorporated,
through his solicitor G. E. McCraney,
M. P., a company known as the Cala-
way Horse and (attle Co., and :he
name of that company was written in-

to the blank asignment, and other
blanks filled in. In this way the com-
pany became the holder of the appli-
cation.

The commissinoer calls attention to
the fact ti the Galw Horse .and
Cattle Co, had acquired the t with-
out paying anything for i It cost

nothing and after holding it, and pay-
ing one installment of rental to the
Dominion government, amounting to
$650, it was sold about March, 1906, to
one John Gowdney of MacLeod, Al
berta, for the sum of $22,500 without
having been used or stocked in any
way.

Mr. Adamson in his evidence swore
that this money was paid to the share-
holders of the Calway Horse and Cattle
Co., Ltd,, of which he held 1,125 shares
his wife 375 and A. J. Bell, his partner,
375 shares,

The commissioner finds that the evi-
dence shows conclusively that nefther
J. D. McGregor nor H. P. Brown had
anything whatever to do with the in-
crease in the acreage from 32,000 to
60,000 acres. It was simply a scheme
to enrich Adamson, although neither
Brown nor McGregor were taking any
interest in this application In March,
1903. Mr. Turriff placed @ memoran-
dum upon the file to this effect, dated
Ottawa, March 3, 1903,

“In January last H, P. Brown made
application to have township 13 and
that part of township 14 west of the
Bow river added to hig former appli-
cation for a grazing lease. Please
have it added and included and also
have a memorandum to council pre-

(Sgd.) J. C. TURRIFF, Commissioner.”

The commissioner finds that Mr.
Brown never made any such applica-
tion, he never gave instructions or
authorized Mr. Turriff or anyone else
to make the statement contained in
the memorandum.

McGregor swore that the first know-
dedge that he had of the increased
acreage he obtained from Commission-
er Ferguson.

Turriff’'s Lapse of Memory.

With regard to Turriff notwithstand-
‘Ing that statement contained in his
‘memorandum, he states upon oath
that he cannot say he got those in-
#tructions from Mr. Brown, in fact he
(admits that it is reasonable to assume
“from the evidence that he did mot.
' The commissioner is surprised at

“Mr, Turrif’s poor memory in connec-

The e;)nnluloner now calls atten-
to the fact that it was a rule of

served in this case. The notices seat
out were for a tract of 82,000 acres,

Oliver Knew Rentals Were Not Paid,

The commissicner directs attention
to another new departure in this ex
traordinary lease. When Mr. Adam-
son sent in his assignment and check
to the department there was more
than §$2,400 rental due, however it was
never paid nor demanded. The evi-
dence to show that Hon.
Frank Oliver the minister knew that
these arrears were due

In the matter of Craven Dam. Wal-
ter Scott, George, W. Brown and J, G.
Turriff and certain Dominion lands
the evidence discloses three different
parcels of land embraci 1,000 acres,

also goes

more or less, were applied for Yy
George W. Brown, at present Lieuten-
ant Governor of the Province of Sas-

katchewan. They afterwards received
some notoriety by reason of procead-
ings in the exchequer court of Canada,
on a petition of right and by reason
of expropriation proceedings, institut-
ed by the Dominion government upon
the occasion of the construction of
what is known as the “Craven Dam”
at the south end. of Long Lake, Sask.

The commissioner finds that the
evidence shows that the relationship
existing beiween J. G Turriff, then
land commissioner, George W. Brown,
and Walter Scott, now Premier of
the Province of Saskatchewan, wasg
such that the land commissioner un-
hesitatingly acceded to terms in some
instances Brown could not himselt
obtain from the department. The evi-
dence according to the vnmm!sslonorl
also shows that in acceding to the re-
Quest made by Walter Scott, Turriff
did not hesitate to use his political
influence in Mr. Brown's behalf and
succeeded where the latter failed.

This is in every respect a very re-
markable transaction. It was clearly
shown in evidence before the com-
missioner that this one thousand
acres of land was acquired by the
Browns from the government at $1 an
acre, 518 acres were purchased for $1
an acre, and the balance acquired by
the application of half-breed scrip.

In writing to Walter Scott, asking
him to procure these lands , for him,
George W. Brown represented that
they were of very small value, “Five
hundred and eighteen acres,’” he says,
“are submerged by the waters of Long
Lake and the remaining 122 acres be-
ing worthle: land gravelly and sto-
ny. The o way the land could be
made valuable, he said, was by irri-
gation. It is only on occasional years
that the crops amount to anything.

That letter was written on April
24, 1900, at Regina. Yet in January,
1906, when the crown proceeded with
the construction of the dam at Craven,
Saskatchewan, and required this land
it had risen in value, according to Mr.
Brown to $100 an acre. The land was
expropriated and the value of the
lands was fixed at $25.00 per acre,
which sum, the then owner, James W.
Brown, was paid, although he had pur
chased them six years previously at
$1.00 per acre.

The commissioner finds that these
lands were sold without inspection by
the crown and the commissioner sug-
gested that no government lands
should be disposed of without reliable
inspection and valuation.

The commissioner finds that the
lands secured by Mr. Brown had been
improperly held for him at the re-
quest of Walter Scott, although other
applications came into them.

The oflicers of the department were
entirely in the dark as to whom these
lands were being held for, but Mr.
Turriff knew, as is proven by the or-
der, which he wrote across Mr. Good-
eve's memorandum.

————l e —

OBITUARY.

W. O. Phinney.

The death took place about eleven
o'clock last night of William O. Phin-
ney, aged 34 years, at his residence,
corner Germain and St. James’ streat,
after a short illness of pneumonia. The
deceased was the well known proprist-
or of the saloon on Canterbury street
and besides his wife he leaves one sis-
ter and three brothers to mourn. The
brothers are Howard and George of
this city and Thomas of DesMoines,
Towa. The sister is Mrs. William Duf-
fy, of Exmouth street.

MORE LIGHT ON OLIVER’S
GET-RICH-QUICK SCHEME

(Continued from page 1)
Mr. Oliver then went on to deal
with the report of the jonr

as soon as the patent was secured. Dx}

er had been the victim of “an lnfam.
ous i ” ¢h d that he had

Roche also moted that Hi t
ot tads

of the subscriptions by the Grand
Trunk Pacific for $15,000 worth of
stock in the Bulletin Company, Limit.
ed, in which the ex-Minister holds a
controlling interest. Mr. Oliver stated
that in 1905, or 1906, owing to the de-
velopment of the country, through the
building of the Grand Trunk Pacific,
more money was needed for the de-
velopment of the Bulletin. A limited
liability company was formed, and was
subscribed to by citizens of Edmoa-
ton. It appears also from the com-
missioner’s report that the G. T. P
had taken shares in the company. Mr.
Oliver sald he did not know that it
would interest the House or the coun-
try, but the probability was that the
G. T. P, had lost its money, as he,
himself, had lost money by his con-
nection with the Bulletin Company.

Mr. Ferguson, however, seemed to
think that the G. T. P. had bought $15,-
000 worth of interest in the Interior
Department, but after an exhaustive
investigation he had been able to find
no evidence to support such a find-
ing :

Mr. Oliver supposed that the G. T.
P. being interested in Edmonton as a
Junction point, had subscribed for the
Ssame reasons as the citizens of Ed.
monton had subscribed.

Mr. Oliver claimed that the commis-
sioner had no right to probe into his
private affairs, any more than any
government has the right to investi
gate the private affairs of its political
opponents.

Mr. Oliver took up, in detall, eash
of the cases mentioned by Commis-
sioner Ferguson, and maintained that
in every instance the regulations of
the department, and the statutes safe-
guarding the public interest, had been
absolutely adhered to,

Explains How Cruise
Secured Homestead.

As to the report reflecting upon Mr.
Robert Cruise, M. P, this also had
been held back until Mr. Cruise had
started west for his home. Fortu-
nately, however, the facts could be
proved. To secure his homestead un-
der the act, Mr. Cruise had to have
twenty head of cattle. Mr. Cruise
had only thirteen at the time, so he
purchased seven more and gave a
promisory note. The whole transac-
tion was absolutely and unquestion-
ably within the law.

In regard to Southern Alberta Land
Company’s lease, Mr. Oliver noted that
the present government was appar-
ently convinced of the bona fides of
the company, as they had taken steps
during the past year or so to help the
company out of its bargain, and had
placed on the estimates $140,000 for
re-payment to the company. He ce-
clared he would stand by the prin-
ciple that private development of irri-
gation schemes under government
supervision was justified. In regard
to theAylwin irrigation tract bargaia,
entered into in 1909, Mr. Oliver point-
ed out that there was nothing to show
that the regulations of the department
had been departed from, or that the
influence of Mr, E. A, Robert, of Mont-
real, with Sir Wilfrid Laurier, or other
ministers, had secured any rights
which others would not have got un-
der the same conditions,

In the Craven dam case, with which
the names of Hon. Walter Scott and
Lieut. Governor Brown, of Saskatche-
wan, were mixed up, Mr. Oliver said
that there: was nothing wrong in the
transaction. The present Lieutenant
Governor, then Mr. Brown, had secur-
ed some flooded hay lands near Re-
gina in 1900 for one dollar per acre.
There was nothing in the ewidence
to show that Mr. Brown bought thase
lands for less than they were worth
at the time, and the subsequent en-
hancement of price could hardly have
been foreseen by the government.

As to the findings of the commis-
sioner concerning the transactions of
Messrs. Pedley, White, Smart and
other government officials in Indian
lands, Mr. Oliver said that while he
was minister he had never permitted
government officials to deal in public
lands. Years ago, when land values
were small and the department’s busi-
ness was not so large, officials were
allowed to do things which were not
permitted in later years, :

Hon. Dr. Roche Riddles Oliver's
Defence

Hon. Dr. Roche, in reply, thought
that Mr. Oliver could not have read
the reports of the commissioner very
thoroughly. They showed, said he,
that hundreds of thousands of dollars
worth of land—even millions—had
been allenated to private corporations.
In answer to Mr. Oliver's complaints
that the Conservative press had mis-

DODD'S Y
KIDNEY
PILLS

repr d the facts, Dr. Roche re-
torted that the Liberal press had mis-
represented the recent proceedings of
the Public Accounts Committee. The
minister thought that there was cer-
tainly something wrong when a rail-
way like the G. T. P. invested $15,000
i1 a paper controlled by a member of
the government, presiding over a de-
partment with which the company had
dealings. If Mr. Oliver had been a
private citizen, Dr. Roche doubted if

the company would have invested in|’

his paper. As to the homestead which
Mr. Cruise had been given as a squat-
ter, Dr. Roche pointed out that the
evidence sifowed Mr. Crutse was not a
squatter, and that he had fulfilled the
requirement as to cattle by simply

‘| making a temporary deal with a neigh-

Davis had sworn that
forty per cent. of the applicants for
homesteads were not legitimate squat-
ters, and that the department, under
Mr. Oliver, had allowed this state of
things to exist.

As for the ‘Southern Alberta Land
Company's transaction, the minister
declared that the action of the pres-
ent government, in coming to the as-
sistance of the company, was simply
to prevent the west from receiving a
black eye, and was to be regarded in
no means as an endorsation of the
original agreement. In the Aylwin ir-
rigation deal, he contended that .ur.
Robert of Montreal had made a profit
of $12,000, while Mr, Frank Denton of
Toronto had made similar profits, sixq-
ply owing to theilr having “influence"”
with Sir Wilfrid Laurier and other
Liberal ministers.

In reference to the land deals of Lt.
Gov. Brown, of Baskatchewan, Dr
Roche said that the main fact that
stood out was that land bought from
the government for one dollar an acre
was valued three or four years after
at $100 per acre. He declared the
valuation of the land had been approv-
ed at the time of the sale by Mr. J. G.
Turriff, and that Premier Scott had
used his influence to get the conces-
sion for Mr. Brown. Dr. Roche charg-
ed that the ex-minister had been
derelict in his duty in not properly
valuing the land before it was sold.

Oliver Recelved Royalties Which Be.
longed to Government,

Then Dr. Roche proceeded to delve
into new matters. A case which Mr.
Ferguson had mot brought out could,
he said, be shown from the files of
the department, in which Mr. Oliver
himself was directly interested. In
1890 Mr. Oliver had taken a home-
stead within two miles of Edmonton,
and instead of performing homestead
duties he had bought the land from
the government at one dollar per
acre. In the sale by the Crown ‘t
was distinctly stipulated, said the min-
ister, that mineral rights were reserv-
ed for the Crown. Yet in 1906 Mr.
Oliver had leased these mineral rights
to 2 man named Willis and the lat-
ter had paid royalties to the ex-minis-
ter, amounting to several thousaad
dollars. - Although -Mr. Oliver must
have known that the mineral rights
were reserved to the Crown, never
theless he had continued to accept the
royalties until after the present: gov-
ernment came into power. A few
months after the change of govern-
ment Mr, Oliver applied to the depart-
mentf or a lease of the mineral rights
in his own name, and got it. He then
issued a sub-lease to Willis. No resti-
tution of the royilties collected from
Willis had ever been made to the gov-
ernment. Much had been said, con-
tinued Dr. Roche, by the opposition
about the forced restitution of $6,300
by a drug clerk as a result of the
Public Accounts Committee investj-
gations, but nothing had been doae
yet to get any restitution from Mr.
Oliver.

Mr. Oliver declared that if Willis
had stated that he had paid him roy-
alties totalling as much as $1,0uv he
had stated an untruth.

“The honorable member admits that
he got some royalties?” asked Dr,
Roche.

“Yes,” sald Mr. Oliver,

“Then it is simply a question of
amount,” replied Dr, Roche.

Hon. Dr. Roche read to the House
receipts and leters to Willls from the
ex-minister during the months of
1908, and demanded, on behalf of the
Crown, restitution from Mr. Oliver, of
the moneys so collected.

A second charge made by Dr. Roche
involved several parties. According
to the minister, a man named Chris-
topher Fahrni purchased twenty-three
sections of the Michelin in the Indian
Reserve from the late government for
the sum of $25,000 to be paid in five
annual installments of $5,000 each.
Fahrni made an initial payment of
approximately $5,000, but failed to
meet additional payments as they fell
due.

On June 7th, 1910, the department
wrote Fahrni cancelling the cancel-
lation, a thing the minister said, was
not authorized in any regulations.
Subsequently, the minister charged,
the property was purchased by John
J. Anderson, Mr, Oliver's son-in-law,
from Fahrni for the $5,000 paid and
the liability of $20,000, and was later
transferred by the former to Mr.
Oliver.

Mr, Fahrni had come to the conclu-
sion that he had been buncoed. His
son, had thereupon, on November 15,
1914, addressed a letter to Mr. Oliver,
In which he complained that his fath-

DIED.

CARLETON—At 229 City Road, on
the 13th inst, William Carleton,
late of H. M, Customs, in the 84th
year of his age,

Funeral on Thursday morning at nine
o'clock to Church of Holy Trinity
for solemn high mass of requiem.

BELYEA~At Public Landing, on

April 14th, Amanda, widow of James
A. Belyea, aged 85 years.

Funeral Friday,

PHINNEY—On the 14th inst., Willlam
0., son of the late Willlam and Ag-
nes Phinney, aged thirty-four years,
leaving a wife, one sister and three
brothers to mourn.

bor for cattle which he bad given back,

S

Notice of funeral hereafter.

s
been induced to part with the lands
by “fraud and misrepresentation,”
and demanded restitution.

“l think,” sald the minfster, “Mr.
Ferguson has disclosed ° emough to
show that the country has been des-
polled of thousands of acres of land,
thousands of acres of timber land
handed out to politcal friends of the
gentlemen opposite, and has placed
us in a position to démand restitution.”

Laurier in Ignorance of Deals.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier declared that Le
was ready at any time to “defend the
good name which Liberals have been
able to preserve through a pretty
long public life. “If,” he said, “thera
has been such wrong in the conduct
or record of the government over
which I was entrusted to preside, 1
do not know it. I urge, however, that
the government enter upon its task
with all the power it possesses; that it
make diligent search over “all the
Years; that: it prosecute any and all
cases of wrong-doing it may discover;
that it compel restitution to the public
treasury, if it s found that anythinz
has been wrongfully taken; that it
deal with all offenders as they may
deserve, and that it proceed with its
task in the spirit of strict justice and
fair play.”

8ir Wilfrld sald he was not in a po-

sition at the present time to discuss
the matters brought to the attention
of the House by Hon. Mr. Oliver and
Dr. Roche, by reason of the fact that
he was entirely ignorant of them.
At the adjournment of the House
at 1240 a. m., this morning (Thurs-
day) Spea Sproule d that
prorogation would take place at four
o'clock this afternoon.

[EPPELIN
RAID N ENGLAND

Newcastle, April 15—A Zeppelin
raid was made in the Tyne district of
Northumberland county last night. It
appears that the Zeppelins reached
Blyth, from across the North Sea
about eight o'clock, passed over Blyth
and Cramlington, and proceeded to
the'north of Seatonburn. Bombs were
dropped on several of the villages
passed by the airship—five at Chop-
pington, three at Wallsend, two at
Seatonburn and one at Bedlington.

The airship passed near North
Shields and Newcastle. While neither
city was visited, both took precau-
tions against attack by extinguishing
the electric lights.

London, April 14—A German Zep-
pelin airship passed over Blyth, on
the North Sea in Northumberland
county, at eight o'clock tonight, drop-|
ping bombs, says a despatch to the!
Central News, from Blyth. The bombs,
it is added, fell in the outskirts of the“
town.

London, April 14 (1145 pm.)—A|
despatch to the Exchange Telegraphi
Company from Newcastle says thel
Zeppelin passed over Blyth, the Tyne.l
Wallsend and Cramlington, in North-
umberland and Seaton and Burn, in
Durham, dropping bombs at each
place.

MONTE THOMPSON
HAS PASSED AWAY

Word of the death in Cambridge,
Mass.,, of Monte Thompson, well
known theatrical man, was received in
the city y Mr. Thomp was
head ‘of the Th Woods Ci
which has the lease of the local Opera
House,

Mr. Thompson, who was about fifty
years of age, had been suffering from
Bright's disease and this was the cause
of his death. He was a Southerner by
birth and had attained prominence and

WAS SO BAD
COULD NOT SWEEP THE FLOOR.

For backache, lame or weak back,
one of the commonest and most dis.
tressing symptoms of kidney inaction,
there is no remedy to equal
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Tagel, Hemp, Hair and Milan Hats,

Also Chip Hats at 50c. and $1.00

variety of fine

selling at $2.00 each |

each.

Marr Millineryhéo. Ltd.

success in the theatrical world. From
small beginnings he worked his way
up to the head of several successful
theatrical companies.

His first visit to St. John was as
manager of the Bennett-Moulton Com-
pany. Three years ago his company
secured the lease of the Opera House
here and established it in the chain
of theatres controlled by the Thomp-
son-Woods Company. Among the
theatres controlled by the Thompson-
Woods Company are Brockton Opera
House, Merrimac Square Theatre, Lo-
well; Scenic Theatre, Waltham; Ded-
ham Park Theatre and the St. John
Opera House,

The company also controlled and
owned many plays and also had sev-
eral companies on the road, among
these being the Adams-Good Stock Co.,
Avery-8trong Stock Co., Thompson-
Woods Stock Co., Bennett-Moulton
Stock Co., Thompson Musical Comedy
Co., Mack's Musical Revue,

Mr. Thompson was a prominent
meminent member of the New Eng-
land Managers’ Association and his
office at 39 Court street, was the
headquarters of many people promin-
ent in the profession.
Mason and a Shriner.

HIVER _OPENED

The river is said to be open for navi-
gation as far as Fredericton and some
of the tugs used for bringing down
the logs are expected to arrive in
Fredericton today.

The steamer Champlain returned
to the city yesterday from Belleisle
with a general cargo and several pas-
sengers. The Majestic is still up the
river, and it is expected that she wiil
be in Fredericton today. A large
quantity of ice was still running in the
river and this impeded navigation to
a certain extent.

At Fredericton today the St. John
River Log Driving Company will place
booms in the river in order to catch
the logs as they come down.

It is expected that the river will be
free from ice by the first of next
week, and it is the intention of t
steamboat men to have their stea
ers in operation as soon as possible. *

e e e

Scott Guptill, M. L. A. of Grand

He was also a|Manan, was at the Victoria yester-
day.

TONIGHT

HOUSEERY™

Mack’s Musical Revue
In Complete Change of Program—Nething the Same

HIT OF THE SEASON

A Medley of Mirth, Song and Dance That Has Taken the Crowd--SEE IT!
GET THE HABIT

Orchestra, Reserved,
Dress Circle

PRICES:
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