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—Rev. J. L. Shaw is our suthoris-
od ageat in St. Joha, and is empoler-
od of us to receive money and sab-
seriptions on our behalf. .
We should have mentioned be-
fore that we have asked all onr pas-
tors 10 act as our agents. We aleo
respectially request sll agenis of
either the Messenger or Visitor to
eontinue their vsluable services, in
eosnection with the pastors of their
respective chirches,
~Owiog to the large number of
sew pames sent in last week, we ‘are
sorry to have Lo state that our edition
@id not hold out. This will explain
show some did not receive their paper.
It sball not-ovour agein.
Lt the aim of every pastor and
well wisher of the MmssENGER AND
Visrron be to introdaoce it-into every
Baptist family of the land. W be-
lieve it must, by ita ‘constant presen-
tation of what is good and pure, de-
gide the eteroal destiny of many.
Help it to do its work by gainiog it
readera! If each. old ubscriber
wonld attempt to get one ‘new One,
how much might-be done.
w=The Freeman, started as g chesp
paper for the masses, and_ in opposi-
tion to the Canadian Baptist, has oul-
lspsed, lis first issne will be its last.
Our brethren in Outario are. thus
saved from division, whick slways
weakens. The lesson. asg. bo eusily
read. Once before a similar sitempt
was made, sud sfter a struggle of &
yesr or Lwo, it had 1o by lhndond.
a8 it did vos pay. *The most of our
people who wish & desominatiobsl
paper, sre willing lo give s little
more in order 1o have ‘the best
| WWhere a chesper paper is started in
the interest of discord, its prospeots
of snceess ave siill further/lessoned by
the fact that the great mass of true
asted, thoughtiul mea and women
io our body, osnnot, in good con-
<siencw, favor it, 1f acheaper fiijwr
is needyd for a olass who canhur af-
ford to pay twe dollars per annum, it

had better be provided by thise who
eontro} the lirger paper, and thus gll
discord will be prevented,

—For three weeks we have been
trying to get olear light through our
mailing lists, We bope sucoess has,
in the main, crowned our efforts. If
any irregularity or mistake occurs,
will the friends kindly inform us sy
once, and it will be stiended to.

—R. G. lng-mll recently leotared
in the largest ball in Louisville, Ken-
tncky, where, & yesr ago, he bad a
foll bouse. The audience was less
than half as Iarge, and composed
Iargelyof "phe foreign scum of the
population, 'We hear that io other
places he is haviog & similar experi-
ance. ‘This is what is to be éxpected.
Men's hearts and souls, “ory out for
the living God.” Few besides the
degraded and bratalised oan be satis-
fied 10 have God past om. of the uni.
verse, and to give up'the hope of sn-
other fife than this. .The cultured
agoostie teara this hope from his soul,
with a sbudder dnd a cry of pain—
witness- J. Stuart Mill snd others.
We koow some will say that these
innate longinges and convictivns which
exivt-independefi8 ‘ol reavor, do not
prove anythiog: But'it they exist by
virtue of the constitution of the soul,
we bold they do'prove much, if thers
is any proof of anythiogs They citner
point to what is réul, or our whow
natare is bully upon » falsehood. It
the jnstingt of the lower <aoimaly 14
true to external facts and realitics,
why should we uupwie our inuule
longiug; w be fallscious, and to point
w notiing buv.drenry vuid and.eniptr
ness?

—1o thelist of sookhokiers ns pub-
lished 'two ~weeks wivee, instead of
Wi, MoLeiro, plosse’ réud Joh Mo
. Learn, uud for Rev, L. Read, Rev. Ji
L. Rend.

-

eight hundred. This year one Asso-

impede the work, at the end of each

Por the Messengar and Viditor.
Florids Baptist Convention.

Lovers of Bible trath will be glad
0 heir of its progrees in this flowery
land. ' Seeing & notice of the Florida
Bapuist Convention, to be beld in O~
iando, Orange Uounty, December 11,
1884, I resolved to attend is, The
Couvention “met on Tharsday and
oontinued in seasinn till Monday noon.
Five years ngp this body met with
bat two d in attendance. Tnid
year there were nesrly swo bundred
delegates and visitrs. At that date
our = Associstion reported eighty
oburch members. Now it reporta

cistioh raised as much money for
missions 835 was raised in the whole
State four years ago. The Conven-
tion, its men, their work and their
way of doing it, reminded me of our
own Baptist Convention of the Mari-
time Provinges. They"believe in the
Trinity of Foreign Missions, Home
Missions and ' Edaoation.  Their
Women's Mission Aid sosieties are
inoreasing, and muok strews was Jaid
on this department. Ia Foreign Mis-
sions they work with Southern Bap-
tists. In domestio missions they aid
the general-Home Mission Soath, by
which they are sided in their own
State missfon. la edacation they oo
operste with the College and Tbeo—
logical 8 y, st W b
Georgis, with the Freedmen's Imu-
tate &t Live Oak, Fia., and intend
this year to'found a Baptist Female
College for the State of Flotida.
They have s State Ssbbath-school
fni ‘«'l’hcy pointed » fem
to P with
the Stite Legislatares for thorough
probibivion. Rev.T. E. Langley pre-
wonted a strong repart on Goance urg:
ing the adoption of I Cor. 16: 1. Dr,
Tichenor, Secretary of Home Mis-
sions, snggested that every Sabbath
worning when the family are seafed
around the breakfast-table, bufore the
blessing is asked, the box or bag be
laid on the table, that ewsry one sc
cordiog as the Lord has prospered
them deposit in the Lerd's treasury.
How blessed such a course would be
to all conoerned.

From the rapid uulemenl. of the
ocountry, State missions received moch
attention. It was. found that $500
was due the missionaries. Hereto-
fore.those devoted men, rather than

yenr, had donated to the Sooiety the
amounta dao them. Rev. Dr. Griffith,
of Delantl, pointed out the injustice
of this, paid a worthy tribute to the
self-denying men who had, done it,
and proposed that the amount be now
raised.  Bro, Deland started the liey
with- $200. ﬂn s few mioutes the
whole amount was pledged. Deliver-
ance had come. The long peut up
waters bugan to flow. Some of the
poor missionaries tried to speak, bat
were wo full for uiterance. I never

i d A more touchi

Awp an-ol ure aware of our grear
loss in the death of my wife, since
we came here to stay the winter
for her health. But God has im &
measurs  over-raled < our ° great
sfl.otion for -omur good. Oar two
sons  who were present wheu
their mether died have both given
themselives 1o Obrist,  Yesterday the
youngest of them, Charles Bradiord,
was baptised by Rev. 8. B. Marsh,
and joined the Baptist Churoh bere
in Citra. | Thus our chasteniog is
mixed with blessing. Those who
have wept with us will mow rejoies

with us ih God's goodness. *

Yours in Christ,

D. Fussiax.
Oitrs, Floride, Jan, 12th,

RICEMOKD AND ITS BATYLE FIELDS.
AT,
SILAS ALWARD, L. X D,

(Conaluston.)

Under the escort of the keeper of
of the National Cemetery, we walked
sbout ene buadred yards aloog
the Williamsburg road, sad then
makiog a detour into s forest of pines
of recent growih, seon ssme upom

far 'as the eye could reach wi eover-
ed with small hilloocks, one or two
feot In height, being the graves of the
aoknown dead, who lie uncoffined
where they fell. THe scanty earth
thrown over thém haviug been worn
away, in some places, by the" aotion
of the elements, leaves exposed the
ghastly skeleton forms of the .un:
fortanates who here .met sheir fate,
Passing out iuto » clearing we came
upon traces L[ redoubia and rifle-pits.
Both armies threw up earth works,
and across the lotervening space thoy
charged over aud over agsin, cenvert.

throe
sod four bundred horses were found
strewn along where the battle raged
the fiercest, They were ocollected
and piled in huge pyramids and
burned. On & part of the battle-feld,
the Dwner of the land lsst yesr raised
a crop of eorn, In passing over the.
ploughed ground, pieces‘of bone were
everywhere 1o be seen. Had I g0
winded, I could bieve gathered a oart
load of relics in the shape of pieces
of exploded.shells, canteens, tin-pans,
tin-oups and hallets. I was content
od 10 bear away as my only trophy
s Mionie bullet, Taking s oross
road, we passed over to Fair Oake
three-quarters of 3 mile distant, and
had pointed 6ut to us the line of
oharge of the gallunt Phil. Kearney,
wheo be hastened to the left to sup-
port the hard pressed soldiers of Gea,

in his teeth, and waving his sword in
bisonly hand, he met the broken bat-
talions in hasty retredt, gud in aten.
wrisn tones, thundered/ out—* This
is not the way o Riohiond.” Oa the
seoond day of the
Koyes, being re-infor :ed by a part ot

Strong men wept like chlldrel A
union hymn was suvg. Toe Conven-
tion adjourned to meet next year @t
Jacksouville. Karnest and strong
lunguagp bad been used, especially 06
the subjects of temperanpe, sod the
location of the Female Cotlege, but
yet it was pliia that Florida Baptists
are bound 1o love snuther.

At a favourable tie the writer felt
constraiued 1o speak of our Baptist
Conventiowof the Maritime Provinoes
of the Domiuion.of Canada, and their
work, and 1o say thay wheo anoppors
tuniyy offered they were acoustomed

lsavereloss. This was the :
‘ment of the seven days batiles aronnd’

wosne. | g ’s porps, who bad ‘hastened |

to the scene of conflict with sll powi-
ble despatch- across
Ohickihominy, were ensbled 'to re-
gain what thay had lost the firat fay

into % drawn battlo, From Fair
Oaks 10 Mechaniosville is a drive of
a few miles. Here rested the right
wing of McLellan’s army. Oa the
261h of June, 1862, a little over thres
weeks atter the battle of Seven Pin
Stonewall Jackson made a mddn
autack npon his right wing inflicting

tu send their fraternal greetings to
gther Baptist bodies, aud that on my
own responsibility I wonld' cungrauu.
late thew. ‘This was reciproated by
8 vole of the taeeting. This utsmoi
npl,.myruu-, 8 there is acavcely &
‘| Baptiss Cuurch of & Coristian con-
muuon in Fioridu that does not
tives from the Do-

Tus mu-yqnug A.lunch
""‘"“",W iwy uln-oa. thuse

inhn Th- p-uor, shureh and peo-
px. of Orlando o-mmy lurlwl thy
wanm vupu( (ivqn ﬂnu by

Richmond.  Blow after blow was
denlt by those ihunder-bults of wa
Lee snd Jackson, until the stagg
ing, exbausted army found shy
Malvern Hill, under the
of the gu-bmu. Dufingdnn on

ab-l‘ wvention for’ their
| ‘Ths  rosders of the Ilmu

traces of the battle. The gronnd m |

ing a fisld of -apringing grass into 8}
PR B

Casey, Suizing the reivs of his charger |

tle, Casvy and B

the swollen i

and succeeded in converting a defeat |

and dlnd as hb lived, withous fur
and  withoat Feproach. Wyom the
first of Jane, W to the @thof April,
1865, a period'of nearly three years,
he sustained B failin: oause, by s
series of mustibrilliant viotories, nad
with mm,'per-mmq, dod dis:
play of Biry geoius; that place

bimfu the frdit rank of the greatest

generals of ont o1 modera times,
From the (imi bé drew his eword at
Harper's until he sheathed
it st Ap, x Coury: House, for
he never dered it/ he did po
a0t to tarnisl $he honored pame he
bore or d from Lis- fair-fame
as the Ohevalibr Bayarl of Awmerios.
After in tercible losses upon
General in the wilderness, and
almast giviegehim the coup de grace

at Cold Harbbur, he defended Rich:
mond, for nile months, aga‘nst over-

whelming During the last
weeks of the siege az1iast. bis hall-
tamished “of 60,000 men, whose

only food wiie raw corn, were pitted
200,000 medplendidiy cquipped and
abundunilyfprovisioned. “His men
would fall gb their guns from  sheer
used by want of food.
line of defénce, forty
could be nolonger sne-
sach odds. « Forseven
his pursgers flushed
yand wheo he flaslly sar-

mattox Court Honse
beyond Itichmond, he | 10

‘seventy

d s

ople

{lim who died for them wff) b
divine claim upon them. Pie i
wers not & suocoens.
Most Christivns amp, yery claick.
eyed to discover what fheir winifiter's
duties are ; he s s fevote himsell
10 the mhdonuo&q the fl:0k, shd to
the conversion Bat »difios
lion means, * g “up; and| how
shall' that bo'done if eharoh- mefnbers
refuse Ap 9. built? The .pa-u
hortasjun ds, “building yoursel
on yogt most holy faith—keep| your-
selueg in the love of Gud."| The
Progess, as it is elsewhere desdribed,
s firgach believer to add to hig faith,
virtgsh sod to  his virtue, messness,
olgy, 8 that he may grow stesjlily in
grace and godly living. Th best
paator ean no more do-this fdr any
one of his flook than he oan jeat his
dinner for him, or repent of his sins
for him. Each man, each woman,
nuit do the growing for thempelves ;
wnd they sdd the sin of false- witness
‘boaring to the sin of grieving the
Holy Spirit if they oharge updo Lhair
ministor the responsibility of negleot-
iug their own selemn obligations. 8o
with regard to the conversion of
souls, Faithtal, ferven, preaching is
one factor ; but earnest prayer soa
personal effurts, apd; above all, con-
sistent, godly livieg on the part of
the churoh amg, equally important
fsotors. Dispgurees us thoroughly L
“hlwﬁpv." 38 Whitefleld's or

§ ex-
es up

pishvd  voputation. |
should be equal to

"

by, were smong bis

1 wlrnwh the
made upod  Cemetery
vopiied—

ven, that'the oivil wa: ~bould sermin-
ate as 1€ didis The poople: of the
South age begisuing 1o realine, it was
all lm':hi.”‘ 'l.‘:uuy yoars have
done nﬂuq... tho ranpor and
bate whisly long years of sonflioving
inte and views hil engeadbred.
Thd"a“ sod South e joiing
hand in hand o ropsic the lowses
wrought by the war .0 sre heartily
Iabourtg b0 insugirsie & happier
and era~one long ‘hoped for
slgee foretold: 1w
by e
ot of many
of tho wueldl
sond ‘of the votarmms, who
1o dms 8t tho 1p of the dram
t vbep to the musle’ of John,
§ and Dixie, are massbuiling av
lo-oalb of doty sed Justios to
grander wriy, snd kevp stép
pmralng of that ol jnapiring
first heard 1 o thous.
agoin o far shep-
Mhpn sheir vighls under
ma ptate-— O eanth pesce,
mes &

"

bad only m men underarms, He|Spurg y be pletely upset
vore his ddfest with but g of | by \M X hing of a world-
soul that b be ex ;n«ot-d from one | iy or indoleat or pnyof negleoting

ehureh.  The downward pull during
vhe week is oo strong for the up
ward pall on she Sabbath.

Far be it frem meto uwoderrate

mwmm n.e"u»
{much is oxp
when they are upqudlo do. their
ows work sud ‘thav of their people
aleo.  The onerent phgaology is
misleading. People usunlly speak of
Mr, A——nghnmh. or Dr. B—"s
obureh, or Dr, O——'a chinrob, in-
stead of regarding all of them as
ohurohes of Jesus Uhrist, with these
men a8 their Leachers and spiritual
loaders, The people form the chureh;
it is theirs, B0t the mivister's. 'I‘lmy
are jush as responsible to God for
their own growth and for the in-
gathering of seuls as their pustor
possibly oan be. If glorious results
are acoomplished, then the oredit
(bnmaply speaking) is as much dae
%0 thom as it is o him; the glory
balongs to God, but the labor must
be sbared between the pastor and
the fluok. Every minister has enough
0. do if be fil's ap the measure of his
duty—"geod mersare, pressed dnwn,
shaken lpptbur and running over.
He has to propare ench week at luast
‘bwo onrelul expositions of God's Word,
o oonduct the public devotions of
the sadotuary, 8o visit all s families,
w minister 1o the sick and the be-
reaved, and to ergavize the benevo-
lont unturpkuel of his congregation,
In the largo citi s a thousand extras
are piled on the top of thesg, so that
on some days he bardly “has leisure
#0 mach as to eat.”

For one, I vonfess that I love to
work bistteg than aoything else—un-
less it-be to see my people work.- Aod
no member of the church I ad ve hax
sny more right to turn over his
apitivual lsbors on me than be has Lo
hand me his market-basket snd ask
me 80 buy or eat hin breskfast for
him. needs to perform his own
duties a8 much ws “Ciwist's csuse
needs to bave them dony. Wiias »
unconsolous condemnation ovriain
professors pronounce v themselves
wheu thoy drone oal th. (| stereoty ped
prayer.  “O Lord, ruvi\Lll:y work

and yet v.hc, do not lili |a tinger Lo

revive their own work “re-vive'

i s to live i‘lil to gain lmh Mo‘ sbd

What right bas he to ask God that
the church may bé revived, while he,
like Jousdh. is snoring down “in the
sides of ‘the ahip,” that sinners
may be convertel when he never
opens his lips to do a sioner good
from one year's end to another ¥ Still
worse, if possible, is the conduot of
him who wever enters a prayer-meet—
ing or the Sunday-school, and thea
talks about “how ‘onr chareh is run-
oing down I”

The fiest question for every-Chrie~
tian to ask himself or hersell is, Am
I doing my part? Is my pew in the
sanctaary, and my seat in the prayers
meeting, aol my place in the San-
dayschool always filled? Do I pro-
sent such a style of religion to my
neighbors that they will waat it for
Am [ cold or hot,
living or dead ? Suoh questions fit s
great deal closer than the question,
“What did you think of she sermon
this morning? Perhaps it would
be well sometimes to ask the sermon
what it thinks of you.

Nehemiah was a capital command-
er in chief; bat the reason why the
walls of Jerusalem went up was that
“the people had a mind w0 werk.”
They did the building, Here is the
sooret of bpilding up a church.
Christ is the overseer; faith in him
is the coruerstone; the minister is
ouly a master builder, but e.ery
Christian must handle a stone aad
“build:beforé bis owdt door.” Per
haps these plain' words, spoken_in
love, may be bleased to the quicken-

or

themselves ?

being read 0. And why? Beoaute
unused toit, or used ouly to such &
monotonous drome as rolihed gven
the *Arabian' Nights of half their
‘chirm.  The hasband, at the end of
& hard day’s work, returns home te
pass the evening, sbsorbed in his

book, or doging over the fire, while
the wife takes up a novel, or knits
in silence. _ 1f he could read 0" her,
or if he could tolefite her reading to
him, there would be & commaunisy of
thought, interchange of ideas, and
such discussion as the fusion of two
minds ioto any ccmmon chaunnel ean
not fuil to produce. And it isioften the
same when the cirole is wider. I have
kaown a large family pass the hours
between dinner and bed-time, each
one with his hook or work; afraid o
npeak abuve his breath’ besanse “it
would disturb papa.” I this chser-
ful or wise, or conducive $o that
close union in aiousehold. which is
a bond of strength through life, which
the world can neither give wnor take
away ? I canoot blame them, for
they all read abominably ; and it is
enpugh to have endured the ivfliotion
of family prayers, gasped and mom-
bled by the bead of _the family, to
feel that listening to such a delivery
for any lengih of time would exasper-
ate one beyond endurance.

But it was not always so.  In the
lasc century-—even as late as fifty
years ago—reading aloud was re-
garded ae>an sccomplishment worth
the cultivation of those (espeoially
those who lived in the country) with

pretentions Lo tuste; and it was, con-
sequently, far more frequently found
onlivening the domestio oirole. There
were fower books, fewer moans of

locomotion, fewsr plessu;. « ' winter
vights, outside the foar wails of the
nHovaatry parlor.: Tho gamé of crib-
bage, or tie sounta on Lhe spinot, did
not occapy the' entire evening afior
six o'clock dimmer; snd Shakespeare
and’ Mi.ton ware more familiar to the
young gestersbion of those days than
whey are now-—mainly, I feel peor
od to heat them read- aloud. - The
ear, b

ulinnn bands
Hm Holy Bpirlt, yet mlm
uwh.,ehllruhud

mn wile oouduit W the memory in

va{a tham the imattenti
nol ly ¢jm. s page.— Nineisenih

_,umb-lml by the man himsell,

ing of some backsliding negleoters of !
their duty. Revive youmelf, dear ~
friend, and then you  ocan pray for s

£ : . tow-
wow, they will toll, you that they hate

from their childhood they bave been

suaded, begatse they were nocustoms
d o listen, in often a-

ve which - .

e s T

~

&




