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PROCEEDINGS W
THE LEGISLATURE

SONGHEES RESERVE
BILL WAS DISCUSSED

Victoria Members Opposed to Provisiens
—Six Months Ho'st Proposed
for Schoo!l Act.

Vnetoria, March 6th.
Prayers were read by Rev. Hicks.

Petition.

(has. Munro presented a petition from
‘Thos. Hall and others, opposing the bill
incorporate the Sumas Development
(‘ompany.
This was laid on the table.

First Reading.
On motion of W. J. Bowser a bill to

imend the Benevolent Societies Act was

itroduced, ‘read. a first time.and ordered
be read a second time. to-morrow,

. Resolution. ;
J. A. Macdenald moved the iollowmg

resolution:

“That an order of the Housé be grant-
ed for a return of copies of all papers
and correspondence relating to an appli-
cation by John Elliott, as counsel, for a
fiat for a petition of right to try certain
qguestions relating to the mineral claim
‘Pack Train.’ ”

The resolution carried.

Questions and Answers,

W. J. Brown asked the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works the following
question.

1. Did the Columbia & Western: Rail-
way Company comply with the provis-
ions of section 5, chapier 8, statutes of
1896, in respect to the survey of lands
granted to them under the provisions
of said chapter 8?

Hon. R. F. Green replied as follows:

“The company macle surveys which
enapled it to describe the blocks of land,
which it had previously selected and
designated, by metes and bounds; but the
positon of these boundaries has not
vet been marked upon the ground, ex-
cepting along the line of railway.”

Jas. Murphy asked the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works the follow-
ing question:

Is it the intention of the government
to provide in the estimates for a ferry
across the Fraser river at Quesnel?

Hon. mr. Green replied as follows:

“The matter is under consideration.”

J. A. _.acdonald asked the Chief Com-
missioner of Lands and Works the fol-
lowing questions:

1. Have Geo. T. Kane, David P. Kane,
E. 8. Willington, John Willington and
W. J. Sanders been refused-land on
Kai-en Island in satisfaction of South
African war secrip?

2. If so, why?

Hon. Mr. Green replied as follows:

“l. Yes. The names E. S. and John
‘Willington’ should be ‘Millington.’

“2. Because the lands were  under.
reservation, established by Gazette no-
tice, dated 12th October, 1891.”

Mr. Murphy asked the Chief Commis-
sioner of Lands and Works the follow-
ing questions:

1. Has the $10,000 voted last session
for roads and trails in Cariboo district
been expended?

2. On which roads and trails was the
amount expended, and how much of it
was expended on each of them?

3. Into how many sections is the Cari-
boo main trunk road divided for the pur-
poses of the annual expenditure thereon?

4. What are the limits of these sec-
tions by mile posts?

5. How much of the $20,000 voted last
session for this road has been expended
on each section?

6. How much of the $10,000 voted for
road machinery last session was devoted
for machinery ‘for the road in Cariboo
<.1~m(t°

. Has any of this road machinery yet
re‘uhod Cariboo district?

8. Is it the intention of the govern-
ment to provide for the building of a
sleigh road from Quesnel Forks to Keith-
ley creek?

The: Hon. Mr.
lows:

1. No;

“2. Statement attached.

“3. Two.

‘4. Ashcroft to southern boundary of
Cariboo distriet (144-Mile house), 144-
Mile house to Barkerville.

“5. $8,529 and $8,283, respectively.

“6. $550, but other machinery pur-
M 1sed is for use over the whele road

! en required.

Yes.
\. The question will be considered.”

Cariboo Distriet.

Road—158, Quesnel Forks, $850.54;
1 Forks, Quesnel Lake, $72;
aver Lake Valley, Horsefly, $7.50;.
ams Lake, Deep Creek, $7.50; Har-
3eavermouth, $88.02; Chilcotin,

. $278.50; 150, Chimney Creek,

. Springfield, $7.77; Antler Creek,

: Pleasant Valley, $3.25; Mud
3.05; 8-Mile Lake, $66.62; Ques-

Forks, $451.50; Quesnel River,
99; Hixon Creek, $30; Mosquito
Creck, Willow River, $4.25; Richfield,
\w Winkle, $24.62; Richfield, Stanley,
. $16.25; \'Iosqmto, Hardscrabble,
w River, $39; Willow River, Hard-
tbble Creek, $19.50; Williams Lake,
50; Beaver Lake, $59.50; Hance-
Deer Creek, $54; Horsefly, $65;

\lexs ander, Be'wer Lake, $13; 150;
Horsefly, ; Snowshoe
Creck (sleigh), $1OO Chileotin (braneh),
¥1 ‘: Chileotin, Soda Creek, $72; Deacon,
50; Forks, Horsefly, $17.42; Mission,
I<3‘| H: Williams Lake, Onward Ranch,
6 Kersley Creek, $11.25; Mud Lake,
\lexandria, $100; Barkerville, Stanley,
1. $55; Sannyside, Middleton, $93.50;
Jeavermouth, $12; Cornish,

yble, $7; Antler, Cunningham

Greeén replied as fol-

b ).
Quesnel Forks, Keithley Creek,
: Keithley Creek. Barkerville,
.T4; Spanish Creek River, $22.75;
haw, Stanley Creek, $19.50; Bear
' $97.50; Barkerville, Keithley, $22;
lice,  $9.75; Downie Guleh, - Pine
“ck. $13; Hardserabble, Sugar Creek,
Dragon, Albrecht Onreek, $22.75;

[}
Two Sisters Creek, - $22.25; Antler,
Keithley Creek, $0.25; Omineca, $17.90.

Government Bills.

The bill respecting assignments and
preferences by insolvent persons was
read a third time and passed.

The report on the bill to consolidate
and amend the law for preventing frauds
upon creditors by secret bills of sale of
personal chattels was considered, and the
further consideration of the report was
adjourned.

The report on the bill to provide for
the  régistration .of. companies mort-
gages was further ‘¢considered, and the re-
port” adapted.

Travellers’ Licenses.

The House again went into committee
on the bill for licensing commereial tra-
vellers.

The bill was amended by striking out
the sections “which ‘made ‘it apply to
seHing in a retail way controller by muni-
cipal licenses.

The bill was reported complete.

Introduced by Message.

A, bill intituled “An_Act to amend the
unrepealéd ' sections “6Ff Assessment

the House went into committee, with C:
W. D. Clifford“in the chair, John Qliver
insisted ‘upon- thebill “being ,distributed

to the house.

After waiting. for. some- time’ the b&ll
was distributed.

MF¥, - Oliver wvanted the;scope of the
bxll explaimed.:

The Attormey- G-eneraL said tlun‘.y the
object of the Dbill was to enable the as+
sessor~if ‘he found “that ‘thire. was any.

respect to the mineral tax that he might
reopen the rolls and right it. :

J. A. Macdonald wanted to know why
the mining industry was to be placed on
an -entirely different basis than any other
industry. This bill, it would seem, would
give no finality to the mineral assess-
ment. ' This act permitted the govern-
ment to open up the assessments of three
or four years previous and reassess min-
ing properties.. Surely the mining indus-
try had received raps enough from ‘the
government without this. He could not
see why this act was introduced. It was
done simply to provide machinery for a
case which was now in the courts,
namely, the action against the Le Roi
Company, where it was proposed to col-
lect taxes held to have been due three
years previous.

The Attorney-General could not see
why if a wrong statement had been
made -that it should not be within the
right of the assessor to correct it..
“Why not put other industries on the
same footing?’ asked Mr. Macdonald.
“This is class legislation.”

“All legislation relating to mining,” re-
turned Mr. Wilson, “is class legislation.”
The bill passed -its first reading.

Nelson Debentures.

The bill to aid the municipality of Nel-
son was then considered in committee,
with W. J. Bowser in the chair. This
act ‘permits of the issue of new deben-
tures instead of those formerly author-
ized. ¢

The committee rose and reported the
bill.

The School Bill.

R. Hall, on the debate on: the second
reading of the School Bill, said that he
would support any bill which would les-
sen the burden of taxation on the peo-
ple. In this bill he found no reason for
beliéving this was to take place, and fur-
ther he saw in it a threatened disloca-
tion of the educational system. British
Columbia was suffering from legislation
which was not adapted to this province.
He sometimes thought that children
were being over educated in the line of
theory at the expense of the practical.
The children came out of the High
schools thinking they were adapted only
for managers of banks, insurance com-
panies and railways. They refused to
enter industrial life. The result would
be that they would have professional
lepers on their hands. He favored a sys-
tem of education which would compel
the payment of higher fees for higher
education. He had hoped to see some
system of techmical schools in the prov-
ince -where the expert industrial workers
could be obtained, instead of having to
send abroad for them. He thought the
government might assist in this. There
was a lack of care in the schools. His
experience with boys who had entered
his office after going through the schools
was that they had to be educated to the
office. When taken out of school their
work was lacking in legibility of hand-
writing and in grammatical construc-
tion. If he were Minister of Education
he would himself go around among the
schools and see if the proper amount of
practical education were given,
bill would materially increase the
cost of schools without anything com-
mensurate with it. ‘Rather than see the
priminary schools demoralized, as this
bill aimed at doing, he would prefer to
see the taxation increased by the gov-
ernment.
He believed that if the extension of
the iron industry in this province were
looked to that a smelter might be estab-
lished in the province. If an export tax
on iron ores were put on the ore would
not be sent to the United States, and a
smelter would be established here. Every
effort should be made to induce the gov-
ernment at Ottawa to do this.
He said he was going to move in favor
-of the six months hoist for this bill. It
would be a wise resolution for the House
to support he believed. The teachers
attending the Normal school should pay:
the expense of that institution.
He accordingiy moved the six months
hoist in closing.
F. Carter-Cotton moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate, a division followed,
the motion being carried by a vote of 19
to 17.

Songhees Reserve Bill.

On the adjourned debate on the second
reading of the bill respecting t}}e Song-
hees Indian reserve, J. D. McNiven sa}d
that he was not fully satisfied. He said
that a good many efforts had been made
to settle the reserve question as the
presence of the Indians in their present
location was detrimental to Victoria. In
1897 the Dominion government sent a
commissioner, Mr. McKenna,. to settle
this question. Two. propositions: made
were rejected.. In 1901 James Dunsmuir
made a proposal to the -Dyminion 'gov-
ernment in the matter. The proposition
was a fair one, but so far nothing had
been done to settle the matter.

In looking over the papers.furnished
Ly the chief commissioner he found that
| the commission appointed to look out for
another reserve had  done - practically

Act” was: introduced’ by message. When

before the prehmmary report was made‘

inaccuracy .in. the returns' semt in with:]

nothing. Mr. Dunsmuir had proposed to
remove the Indians to Beecher Bay.
lTlm was not aecepted.

] He charged the present government
{ and previous ones with neglecting the
seftlement of this question, in not. finding
lanother reserve.

| Victoria city clmmed liberal consider-
ation in -the disp hon, of the lands of
this reserve when it} ‘was digposed of.
For the information o members not
‘familiar ‘with'the subject he sfated that

and is entirely within the corporate
limits of the city of Victoria., When it
is considered that this property has never
contributed a_cent of revenue to the city,
but has ecost = the taxpayers a large
amount of money in different ways, also
that the property has derived its value
entirely at the expense of the city, he
contended that no fair-minded man would
deny that Vietoria had a just claim. He
hoped to see the city’s interesty secured
by the bill, .and a goodly portion of the
lands conserved for Vicforia’s benefit.
in' the bill, and a goodly portion of the
lands conserved for. Victoria’s benefit.’
The object of the measure ., before ' the
‘House was not for the’ ‘purpose of ‘set-
tling the questioft; but. aimed.solely at
plaung the disposition. of the property
-in the hands of ‘the executive.

He did not teel likd putfing such a

valnpable piece'of preperty. as this in ‘the
“hands of the exécutive: council to dis-
pose of. - He- tlwnght_{?t; should. take the
.‘—Nglﬂ&t ¢ourse: - There-might be reasons
why €Ours€’ - 'was - pursued, - which
may ““explained later. He ‘had
rmme amendments to offer-if the govérm
ntent: dlﬂ not mcorpowte them in the
bill. .

WG, Cameron could Znot see the.
necessity for this bill -at this stage. He
did not think it was right, to delegate to
the executive: council duties which -be-
longed to the legislatuwe. The  legisla-
ture had conveyed in the past Ilands
which really belonged to the cities of
Vancouver, New Westminster and Vie-
toria. The value in the lands of the
reserve was largely put there by the city
of Victoria. The provinee had never had
to pay anything in connection with the
reserve, while the city had. The bapers
brought down show that there was really
nothing done’ towards securing another
reserve. If the government can get the
Indians removed he did not think that
there would be much loss in waiting
until the legislature met in order to dis-
pose of the lands. If the government
had been in earnest in settling the mat-
ter he thought it might have been done
before this.

Hon. R. G. Tatlow pointed out that
the commissioner who had been charged
with trying to get a new reserve had
asked the present government when it
assumed power if he would be given a
commission if a suitable place was found.
The government readily agreed to this, as
it was very anxious to seftle the ques-
tion. Up to the present time nothing
had been done. The government of the
province was one of them parties con-
cerned, and couid not proceed without
the consent of the other parties. If this
bill did not pass and a settlement was
reached the lands would have to remain
until the legislature met.
John Oliver could not see that this
bill could be described as facilitating the
settlement of this reserve question. The
provisions of “this bill come into force
only after the removal of the Indians.
He preferred the regular law. having its
caurse. If this'aét came into force
what prevented th'é “ goveérnment from
passing ‘a portion. of this land to Mr.
Dunsmuir or the C. P. R. or some one
else. He did not say that the govern-
ment intended to do this, but he could
not see why such power should be put
in the hands of the government.
R. Hall said that while he wanted to
see the reserve .question settled, yet he
did not think that there was such neces-
sity for haste in settling it as to put the
disposition of the land in the hands of
the government. The city was specially
interested in this land, and these inter-
ests should be looked to better than this
act specified. He would Hke it specified
in the bill what portion the city was to
get.
Premier Mc¢Bride moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate, which mofion was
carried.

Second Reading,
The bill to amend the ‘Replevin Act,
1899,” ¥ was read a second time,

Bills Reported,

The House went into committee on
the bill to incorporate the British-Can-
adian Fire Insurance Company.

The commiftee rose and reported.
The dct respecting the Burnette Saw-
mill Company was reported also.

Railway Committee.

The rules of the House were suspend-
ed and a resolution introduced by C. W.
D. Clifford was pacsed constituting nine
members of the railway committee, a
quorum instead of twelve, as it had been
found difficult to get the last number
present,

Wages of Deceased Workmen,

The House went into committee on
J. A. Macdonald’s bill to secure to their
dependants the wages of deceased
workmen, with Dr, King in the chair.

The bill provided this: “The wages
earned by a workman during the period
of three months before, and owing to him
at, the time of his death shall, subject
to the provisions hereinafter contained,

{ be payable to the widow, if any, of such

deceased workman, free
such deceased.”

J. H. Hawthornthwaite moved in
amendment that the wages for =ix
months should be made payable.

T. W. Paterson suggested that in ex-
tending the time the children might be
overlooked.

Mr. Macdonald explained that the act
was interded to permit of the tiding over
for the widow period immediately follow-
ing the decease of a workman, who had
been accidentally killed. Tn the mean-
time the widow would be able to secure
aid for other sources. In most of cases
there would only be one month’s wages
due, but he had made it three months
in order that a widow might get that
which had been allowed to remain un-
paid,

The amendment was lost,

The fourth clause provided that “such
widow shall be entifled to such wages
on production of a certificate of a justiee
of the peace or of 'a minister of the
Gospel, setting forth that he has satis-
fied himself that the person clazmmg to
be the wxdow of the deceased is in fact
such widow.”

Mr. Hawthornthwaite"

from: debts of

moved that

the reserve consisted of about 112 acres, "

‘there be added a section providing that
no fee be charged for the duty.

Attorney-General Wilson moved to
strike out the words ‘“‘a minister of the
Gospel.”

Mr. Macdonald could not see any
reason for striking out these words. In
many instances a justice of .the peace
would mot be within reach. There was
generally a minister or priest within
reach who was befter able than any one
"else to give a certificate.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said that it was
a wise thing to Keep ministers of the
Gospel strictly to their own dufies, It
would be better especially for the work-
ing men.

A little discussion arose over the vote
on the Attorney-General’s amendment,
after it had been taken Mr. Hawthornth-
waite called for the ringing of the divis-
ion bell. This was done, when Mr. Mac-
donald took exception to the proceeding
as not in order. The Attorney-General
the Premier held, that while it might not
be strictly in order it was the practiece.

Quiet was restored by W. W. B. Mec-
Jnnes putting all in the best of temper
by a-humorous speech.

The amendment of the Attofney-Gen-
eral was carried, and Mr. Hawthornth-
waite withdrew his amendment.

The committee -rose and reported pro-
gress, askink leave to sif again.

S Explosives. i

On the second reading of the bill re-
specting the manufacture and sale of ex-
plosives, J. H. Hawthornthwaife ex-
plained sthat the object of the bill >was
to-protect life and property. It was pro-
vided that the date of manufacture and
strength -of any explosive .should be
placed on the package. Some of these
with old age became very dangerous. It
was to the advantage of both the mine
owner and workman that this should be
done.

The bill passed its second reading.
The House adjourned until to-morrow.

Questions,

Mr. Murphy on Wednesday next will
ask the Minister of Finance:

1. Was an order-in-council ever passed
by the provincial executive fixing “the
assessment of certain lands in the prov~
ince at a fixed value?

2. If the answer be yes, is such order-
in-council still in force, and what land
does it affect?

Mr. Murphy on Wednesday next will
ask the Minister of Mines:

1. I's there a ‘clause in all mining
leases, that no Chinese be employed in
the working of same?

2. If not, since what date has such a
clause been inserted, and has it been in-
serted in all leases issued gsince said
date?

3. Does the employment of Chinese in
the working of a lease containing such a
clause work a forfeiture of the lease.
4. If the answer to No. 3 be yes, what
proof and procedare is necessary to
make such forfeiture effective?

5. How many (a) hydraulie, (b) creek,
(c) dredging leases, have beén cancelled
in Cariboo district during the year 10047
6. How many of each class of leases
mentioned in question 5 hereof are still
in existence in Cariboo district?

7. Is it the intention of the government
to lessen miring lease rentals and water
rates?

8. What reason had the government
for asking G. E. Stephenson, clerk in the
mining recorder’s office, at Quesnel
Forks, for his resignation?

9. What became of this reason, later
on, when he was reinstated?

Victoria, March Tth.
The school bill passed its second read-
ing to-day, the amendment of R. Hall
that it be given the six months’ hoist
being defeated on a straight party vote.
F. Carter-Cotton’s speech in drfence of
the bill, which has been in preparation
for nearly a week, and which was await-
ed by the Conservative members of the
House as the crushing blow to the op-
position, fell somewhat flat on the legis-
lature. It was remarkable only from the
fact that he outlined some of the points
upon which the government had made
signal errors in preparing the bill, and
was ready to back down. J. A. Mac-
donald’s address, which followed, was in
every way a well-timéd: reproof to. the
government for its lack of business abil-
ity. W. C. Wells and Dr. King con-
tributed good criticisms of the govern-
ment measure. J. H. Hawthornthwaite
delivered a speech in which in a few
words he expressed his joy at again sup-
porting  his leader. ' ‘Following this he

Liberal members, interspersed with laud-
atory references to Premier McBride
and his perfect government.

The Songhees Reserve Bill came up for
discussion also. Premier Mc¢Bride praec-
tically told the city council and pedple
of Victoria to keep out of the question
and leave the settlement to the govern-
ment and the Indians. "Mr. Macdonald
expressed himself as unprepared to
delegate to the government duties which
belonged to the legislature.
Prayers were read by Rev.
Hicks.

J. Py

Petitions.

The following petitions were laid on
the table:

By W. Ross, from Alfred Stork and
others, residents of Fernie; by Dr. King,
from James Gill and others, residents
of Cranbrook; by W, C. Wells, from W.
P. Emons and others, residents of Wil-
mer and Canterbury; by John Houston,
from T. G. Proctor and others, residents
of Nelson, and from Arthur O’Kell ahd
others, residents of Creston, all asking
for amendments to the Game Act.

The petition from Thos. Hall and
others, opposing the private bill to in-
corporate the Sumas Development Com-
pany, was received.

Questions and. Answers.

Mr. Brown asked the Provincial Secre-
tary the following questions:

1. Did the government receive a re-
quest during the summer of 1904 to ap-
point fence viewers, under the “Line
Fences and Water-courses Act,” for any
locality in Greenwood riding?

2..Were fence viewers appointed in
pursuance of the said request?

3. If so, who were appointed?

4. If not, why not?

Hon, F. J. Fulton replied as follows:

“1, Yes.

“2. ' Wo.

“3. Answered by No. 2,

“4. Owing to the application having

been temporarily lost sight of, ‘the ap-

pointments have not ret been m{tde. The-

poured out a venomous attack upon the |

mattef is now recelving. attention.”
Land Registry Bill.

The report on the bill to amend the
Land Registry Act and amending Acts
was further considered and adjourned..

Travellers Bill.

The bill for licensing commercial trav-
ellers was reported and- the report adopt-
ed.

Nelson City Bill

The report on the bill to aid the muni-
cipality of ‘the city of Nelson.wna adopt-

New School Bill.

. F. Carter-Cotton, on the adjourned de-
bate on the school bill, said that the op-
position members did not.seem to have
any objection to the principle of the bill
but -only to the details.,.. 1t had been
evident for years that .the: edueational
system of the province needed change,
The government therefore took no credit
to itself for this bill. He was pained at
the levity of Mr. Oliver over this bill.
The member for Delta had ridiculed sec-
tion 90 of the act. With one exception
the provisions of the section were the
same as those in the present act. - For
eleven years Mr. Oliver had as secretary
signed a schedule similar to that which
was now proposed.

In reply to Mr. Oliver, he "admitted
that the declaration of the trustees be-
fore a J. P. was ‘not necessary under
the old act.

He had not been surprised at Mr.
Munro’s uneasiness because he stood
convicted of having stolen a High school
which Chilliwac¢k was not entitled to.

Since 1872 the history of eduecation
might be divided into two equal parts.
"In 1888 he had himself taken an active
part in the initiating of the system in-
stalled in 1891." Up to that time the
school system was highly centralized.
Not even a box of chalk could not be
bought for a school without the consent
of-the educational office at Victorid.
Vancouver 'had taken an active part in
the agitation for decentralization.

In 1891 the cities of Victoria, Vancow-
ver; New Westminster and Nanaimo
were given a share in the support of the i
schools. The system now proposed did
not change the free system of the schools.
The rural sections of the province he
felt would become much more ‘interested
in the school: administration if given a
share in its maintenance. 1In assisted
schools the teachers’ salaries would be
paid as at present. The schools would
only have to pay the cost of expenses,
which would not exceed $40 a year.
The change would not affect the effici-

bear the great burden. It was announe-
ed that this was not the case, but that
the cities would bear their share in the
increased taxation. If this. were true
then the measure was not necessary.

Rossland had protested against the act.
In that city $2,000 was required to be
raised. That city had levied a 2-mill
rate and yet found it impossible to meet
the demands of the schools, falling be-
hind $3,500 a year. This would throw
the city $5,500 behind. There was not
the machinery provided to raise this ad-
ditional money. The result would be
that Rossland would have to close its
schools for about six months in the year.
Other cities would be in the same posi-
tiom,

He was opposed to the principle of the
bill. The system might be a proper one
to adopt in old settled provinces. It was
not ‘adapted to BritiSh Columbia be-
cause it had never been adopted. The
system adopted here had worked satis-
factorily and had accomplished excel-
lent results.

The cost of education in the province
was less than double the average cost
elsewhere in the Dominion and less than
half the cost in-Manitoba. Compare the
cost of the administration of justice
where it was five times in British Colum-
bia what it was elsewhere in the Do-
minion. Civil _government cost  nine
times as much as in the rest of the prov-
inces. In view of this, why did the gov-
ernment not attempt to make retrench-
ment in the cost of the administration
of justice and eivil government instead
of weakening our educational system?

He wished to see the bill withdrawn,
a bill which had been torn to pieces by
even the friends of the government.

W. C. Wells held that a protest was
necessary on account of the burden put
upon the rural constituencies. The gov-
ernment had not adopted the proper
course in relieving the Finance Minister
of the difficulties he had to face. He had
expected Mr. Carter-Cotton would have
shown a better method of meeting the
necessities of the province.

The rural sections had been deriving
a large*shgre from the government in
maintenance of roads and the school sys-

| tem. They did not readily fall in with Y M
It might be said that this was , i gl

a change.
sentiment, but sentiment played an im-
portant place in public opinion. This
system established, it was a question how
far it should not be continued.

He referred to W. J. Bowser’s chal-
lenge to take the responsib:’lity for this
measure. This question of -responsibility
was a4 very open one, and he illustrated
it by a scene at tke launching of a ship
when a rather ill-kept person volunteered

ency of the-schools. Even in the case
of-a school giving a ‘salary of .$600 a
year, $450 would be given as a grant
by .the government. - In addition to this
the government:would pay $150 more to
increase the $150 paid by the rurak-sec-
tions. No district, he thought, would ob-
ject to paying $150 and the small cost
of keeping the school running, j
The government would be prepared to
meet the objection with respect to col-
lecting the rates by which in municipali-
ties the municipal assessor would collect
it, and in other parts the govermment
assessor would be charged with collect-
ing these rates.

At the present time the taxation was
very unfair. He instanced Delta as
having contributed only $9,853 to the
government, while the current-eXpenses
for school purposes were $22,878.

The Superintendent of Education in-
formed him that in Delta, in order to
keep the efficiency of the schools up to
the present state there would be re-
quired only $4,545.

Mr. Oliver wanted to know what would
be the cost of raising this sum.’

Mr. Carter-Cotton said that if the
municipality collected' the ‘rates there
would be little additional cost.

Mr. Oliver said this was not accord-
ing to the bill as introduced. - The mem-
ber discussed' thig bill from an entirely
different standpoint from which it was
introduced. .

Mr. Carter-Cotton, ° proceeding, said
that in Delta the property was assessed
at '$1,013,933.  The raising of this sum
would amount to only one mill on the
dollar,

There had been a strong objection in
the province to .permitting of clergymen
acting on boards. The government would
consent to allowing' an amendment of
this kind introduced in committee.

There would be some rearrangement of
school districts necessary in connection
with the bill. These were matters of de-
tail and did not affect the proincipal of
the bill.

He' wanted all partizanship wiped
away in passing this bill. * It would be
wise in the interests of the education of
the province to pass the bill without dis-
cussion.

J. A. Macdonald said he was glad that
at last the President of the Council had
spoken. This was his first speech this
session of a member of the government
who had been appointed since last the
House met. 'Mr. Carter-Coiton now pro-
posed an entirely different bill from that
introduced. It was quite apparent that
the efforts of the opposition members
had had an effect upon the government
and the bill had been remodelled. If
the bill passed committee it would be
in an entirely different form from that
in which it came into the House. To the
opposition would be due the credit for
putting it in shape.

This bill was intended to shirk an item
of expenditure of about $100,000. The
government had failed to discover a
method of raising revenue except by di-
rect taxation. That being the case the
government should Have had the manli-
ness to announce this bill-as a fiscal
measure rather than as an educational
bill. .

The government took a course some-
what similar to that which our ancestors
did in testing whether or not a woman
was a witch., The life had to be de-
stroyed before the decision was reached.

The government did this last year in
the ease of the assessment act. With-
out inquiring into how it¥would work
the bill was brought in.  Immediately
afterwards a commission was appointed
to go into the working of it: The same
conrse was being pursued with this hill.

The minister should have taken care
that there was nothing in the bill which
would interfere with the efficiency of
education. The measure was really ore
of shifting expenditure from one ‘place
to another. If this was simply redis-
tribution, then why was the bill intro-

to take the responsibility for all loss of
life which might follow.

Reference has been made to the gov-
ernment’s intention to set apart lands |
for school purposes. . The government
had let the very best chance go by for
that, namely, in the case of the lands
of Southeast Kootenay.

“Was that the policy of your party ?”
asked Premier McBride.

“I think I figured pretty prominently
in sayving those lands to the province,”
replied Mr. Wells, and continuing, he
said he would have seen that they were
; properly handled. Those lands, if they
' had been properly handled, would have
done away with the need of any increas-
ed taxation. He knew of one company
which had offered $2,000,000 for only a
part of these lands.

“Was that not the C. P. R.?” asked

. Mr. Hawthornthwaite.

“No,” replied Mr. Wells. “It had no-
thing to do with that company.”

Continuing, Mr. Wells said that the
government had not looked to the coun-
try’s interests, perhaps because il was
necegsary to satisfy the Harrys, and
Billys and others who had to be satisfied.

Coming to the question of higher edu-
cation, Mr. Wells said that under oar
system a child’s public school education
closed when the pupil was about 13 or
14 years of age. At that age the pupil
was not to be expected to leave school.
They then entered the High school. He
would favor making the public school
education more practical, so that when
a pupil left it at about 15 years of age
he could either enter the High school or
be prepared to enter life.

W. Ross, upon Mr. Wells' resumi
hig’ seat, rose to a point of order. e
said that he had been informed that a
personal allusion had been made to him-
self by Mr. Wells with respect to the
coal lands in Southeast Kootenay. He
wanted to say that 'if reference was
made to himself he had no connection
with any coal lands in that district, nor
did he eoxpeet to Have any.

Mr. Wells explaining, said that he had
made no persona! ailusion, but simply in
a gencral way. If the cap fitted, how-
ever, he could wear it.

Mr. Ross said that it ill'became the
member for Columbia to make charges
against anyone in the House, when it
wasg remembered that he was dismissed
from ‘the rottenest government which
the province ever had.”

The Speaker held that Mr. Wells had
used unparliamentary language.

Mr. Wells said that he had intended
it only in a joking way, but if his
langnage was unparliamentary he was
only toc glad to withdraw his language.

The leader of the opposition then
urged that the language of the member
for Fernie had been entirely unparlia-
mentary, and should be withdrawn,

Mr. Ross said he had spoken in the
heat of debate, and had used the
language, which first occurred to him.
He withdrew the expression.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite said he was
heartily in favor of the bill, and would
support it. He took exception to the
reasoning of the leader of the opposition,
contending-that he really endorsed all
the iniquities introduced into affairs by
his methods of reasoning.

He Dbelieved the government was
honest in this matter. There . was. a
debt of $11,000,000 for which thé present
government was in nowise responsible.
This called for $674,000 a year in inter-
esé and sinking fund. The government
did not attempt to cut off the schools
from sufficient support. On the con-
trary the government, he understood, was
prepared to contribute at the rate of
about -half a million dollars to the
schools.

He contended that the only suggestions
which were made to improve the ®ill
came from the Labor member. He
would have liked to have seen a broad,
cmmrehensive bill introduced for the

duced? I it increased the chhmery
for collecting .the taxation, .then there
was 1o be an inereased burden.. It had
been urged. that 4ural . districts. ‘would

provinee so as to provide for, technical
' and manual trainizg and the establish-
' mént of "a ‘college.

Farther, Mr. Hawthornthwaite

rcluu'ged the Liberal party with being
directly responsible for the financial
straits in which the province was found.
If the Ottawa government gave back the
$14,000,000 taken from the province the
present bill would not be necessary.

The Liberal party in the House’ did
not show what they intended to substi-
tute for the school bill. Omne proposed
to increase the head tax, °

Mr. Macdonald, rising, explained thati
the only Liberal member who had re-
ferred to this was Mr. Paterson, wha
said that some advised the increase im
head tax as a substitute.

The Liberal members had lauded Sir
Wilfrid Laurier, said Mr. Hawthornth-
waite. 'Would the Liberal party fol-
low the nefarious example of that
gentleman into the school system of this
province and introduce separate schools?
(Lolud government applause.)

Continuing further, Mr. Hawthornth-
waite said that he did not care when
they went to the country, but he would
oppose the Liberal party as being
against reform.

Dr. King said that while the New
Brunswick school system was a good
one in New Brunswick it was not neces-
sarily a good system in this province. Tt
would not be in the interests of educa-
tion in this province that such a system
should be introduced into British Colum-
bia. The Conservative party in the
House appeared to be afraid to develop
the country on account of the increased
expenditure which would follow. This
was a false position to take. The open-
ing up of the Koofenays had not resulted
as they anticipated. These districts had
contributed very largely to the revenues
of the province.

He advised Mr. Hawthornthwaite to
throw off his cloak ‘of Socialism and
crosg over and take his seat among his
confreres. (Opposition applause.) This
bill was being opposed even by strong
Conservatives, who would oppose the
bill.

The motion for the six months’ hoist
was put and defeated by a vote of 23 to
17. The division was as follows:
Yeas—Messrs. McInnes, Drury, King,
Brown, McNiven, Murphy, Jones, Evans,
Tanner, Oliver, J. A. Macdonald, Hen-
Paterson, Wells, Halk
and Cameron. :
Nays—Messrs. Davidesa, Hawthornth-
waite, Williams, Tatlow, McBride, Wil-
son, Cotton, Ellison, "Clifford, Bowser,
Fraser, Ross, A. McDonald, Green, Ful-
ton, Garden. Taylor, Wright, Young,
Gifford, Macgowan, Shatford and
Grant.

; The bill then ‘passed its second read-
ing. i
g Reserve Bill.

On the Songhees Indian reserve bill,
Premier McBride said that the problem
of the Songhees Indian reserve had
played a very important part in the
affairs of the city of Victoria of late.
There had been a tendency to try to put
blame upon the government in this mat-
ter. There could be nothing done until
the Indians were induced to peacefully
remove from the lands. It was useless
to talk of sending them off forceably
The highest authorities in the empire
would not stand for that<

He understood that owing to influences
having been brought to bear upon these
Indians it was difficult to get the con-
sent of the Indians to remove. Accord-
ing to this report the Indians were ex-
pecting to receive a large sum for re-
moving. On the other hand he had re-
ceived reports to the effect that these
people would be agreeable to removing
if a suitable place were found,

While it might be commendable for
the city council and other bodies.to take-
an interest in this, yet he doubted if it
would not be much better to leave this
to the federai government, the provincial
government and the Indians themselves
to settle this matter. He gave a warn-
ing in a friendly way to the effect that
the seftlement should be left to the three
parties concerned. Onmly those charged
with respons:blhty in this should ' take
any part in it. In the past when efforts
were made to solve this difficulty it was
found that parties having nothing to do
directly with it had been mterfermg‘
with the matter,

There need be no fear with respect to
the disposition of the lands under this
~bill. The .well-being of the province
would be served in doing this, and the
government would take into consider-
ation the rights of Victoria. He was
well aware that in a_ large mnieasure
values had been given to these lands by
the proximity of the city of Victoria and
the positien it occupied. - The demands
of Vlctona for park and school pur-
poses would be treated in a just way.
Having in view the fact that the gov-
ernment was responsible to the people of
the province, he could not accept of the
suggestions of the members for Vie-
toria. He referred to the position takem
by C. H, Lugrin as upholding the stand
taken by himself. - He wished to keep
this question out of party politics, The
successive governments had done their
best to settle the question.

R. Hall wanted to know if the bill was
necessary.

Premier McBride said he thought it
was. After reading the opinion given by
W. J. Taylor he came to the conclusion
that this was necessary.

J. A. Macdonald said that he wase
speaking from the standpoint of the gen-
eral interests. This measure was only
necessary after ‘the Indians had been
removed. It had nothing to do with re-
moving the Indians. Why was it pro-
posed to put the rights the legislature
had in these lands into the hands of the
government? These lands were valuable
for park, school, harbor and railway
terminal purposes These lands had been
made* valugble by the city of Vietoria
without being taxed. The Premier had
not shown any reason why the disposi-
tion of these lands should be taken from
the legislature and put in the hands of
the Lieut.-Governor-in-Council. If this
right was to be given to the government,
had -the fegislature not a right to know
what was going to be done with the
land? The placing of lands in the hands
of the Lieut.-Governor-in-Counecil had
nof been the most satisfactory way of
dealing with public domain. The govern-
ment would likely consult the Viectoria
council when settling the matter. The
people would not be consulted. If left
to the legislature to dispose of the lands
every citizen of the city and of the prov-
ince could have their vlews represented.
There was nothing .to show that the
reserve question would be settled inside.
of a year,

ing:
To strike out all the words after the

He moved -in amendment the follow-'
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