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CLASS WAR AT SPRINGHILL

The Capitalist Courts Invoked to Protect the Slave
Rights of a Master Class

(By Boseoe A. Fillmore our Speeial Correspondant on the seene)

OR the past ten months a
struggle has been carried
on in Springhill between
the Cumberland Railway
and Coal Company on
the one hand and the
United Mine Workers of

 Ameriea on the other. Of

course this is merely an effort on the
part of the local miners to keep up
the price of their labor power but is

a very vital fight for them as they

were being steadily forced to accept

a lower and lower standard and fin-

ally when an cffort was made to en-

force a fifteen per cent reduction in
the wage scale the fight was on.

The company steadily lost ground.
They imported seab labor and have
tried with very slight success to run
the mines. But the scabs left as fast
as others came. The scabs have been
housed in stables adjourning the
colliery and are surrounded by a
high stockade. At times the strikers
have been successful in taking large
bunches of men from the mine. On
one oeccasion forty-two were induced
to quit at omee.

Suffering from reverses in their ef-
forts to obtain scabs and being de-
_sirous of préventing the strikers from
‘talking to and reasoning with those
who were coming in to work, the
company sought means to break up
the system of picketing which the
men had made use of. So being class
conscious and thoroughly alive to
their own interests and knowing that
all government and its' various
branches—parliaments, courts, police,
and military are the property of their |
class the company went before one of
these courts and declared thlgt the
strikers were injuring their (the
company’s) business and occasioning |
them huge losses. Ever desirious of '
licking the shoes of those who pay
their fat salaries, the court immedi-
ately, May 14th, issued an injunc-,
tion restraining the United Mine.
Workers from talking to or in any
way interfering with the employees
of the company. The injunction was,
returnable before Justice Drysdale of |
Halifax on May 26th when the case
was to be argued and a decision giv-
en as to whether the order should be
made permanent. W. R. Toben of
Glace Bay appeared for the U. M. W.
on the date set. The Justice reserved
his decision and in fact up to date
there has been no decision in the
case. Sixteen men were served with
the restraining order. They were C.
A. Bonnyman, Wm. Watkins, J. B.
Moss, Calvin M. Ward, Cornelius
Kellahar, Henry Perrin, David Col-
well, Arthur Rae, Angus Mullay,
David Ross, Milton Cameron, Archi-
bald Terris, John MecDonald, Chas.
Jewkes, Jules Lavenne and Kent
Foster of Springhill. Three Glace
Bay  men—Dan MecDougall, James D.
McLachlan and J. B. McLennan were
also served with injunctions.

In dpite of the injunctions the men
continued to picket the eolliery, in
fact wer¢ more active than before.
Exasperated by the sight of strikers
patrolling the street around the plant
Mr. Cowans decided to make a test
case. Comrade Jules Lavenne beiug
a particularly active striker and So-
cialist was chosen for the victim.
About this time Lavenne had been
instrumental in persuading about 40
German miners to quit and the offi-
cials were particularly spiteful to-
wards him. In my opinion, formed:
from interviews with Lavenne and a
1arge number of other Comrades, this i
was the whole reason that Lavenne
was singled out to be victimized. Of
course this is immaterial. It mat-

had been decided. The he:ring was
therefore postponed until June 14th.

Meantime the writer had reeeived
instruetions from Cotton’s to attend
the trial in Halifax and report pro-
ceedings. I immediately started for
Halifax but upon my arrival there,
heard of the postponement. After
gaining all the information possible
there, I left for Springhill to inter-
view the comrades regarding the af-
fair.

I find that Mr. Toben is very op-
timistic over the case or at least
claims to be. He makes the, clgim
that he can secure the release of La-
venne on technicalities. Lavenne how-
ever, as will be seen in the interview
published elsewhere, will refuse to al-
low the ecase to be dropped on merely
technical grounds as he is bent upom
proving ‘that only eapitalist justice
can be obtained in eapitalist courts.
This capitalist justice being the kind
that is solely in the interests of the
oppressors as against the oppressed.
To the Socialist this is plain, but he
is desirious of pointing it out to
those who are not as yet class con-
scious. For when the workers once
realize that all government and law
is merely a structure reared on their
backs to hold them down in the in-
terests of their masters, then we
may expeet to see a siate of affairs
in which the toilers will use their
power to free themselves. This is the
ideal that Lavenne and a host of
others in Springhill are looking for-
ward to. And they look upon this
from the standpoint of their inter-
ests as members of the elass that
itoils.  They expect nothing from the
courts of their masters.

While these evenis were transpir-
ing, a rather amusing incident took
place—in fact a chain of them. On
Saturday night, June 4th, two scab
women left, the ecompany’'s domain
and started on a shopping exeursion,
or as they afterwards explained, in
search of a dressmaker. They walked }
around the town for some time and
finally got into a wordy warfare
'with several of the town women—the
wives of strikers. A battle ensued in
which the strangers were decisively
beaten—one being, it is claimed, ren-
dered unconscious. Eight arrests were
made and ‘the trials came on May 9.
C. R. Smith of Amherst appeared
for the defense. Seven were aoquit-
ted. In the other case a fine and
costs were imposed amounting in all
to $20.00.

In this way the Springhill police
court again put itself on reeord as a
link in the chain with which the
workers are shackled. Not one iota
of real evidence was secured against
the accused Mrs. Lounsbery, but the
court, seemingly thinking that some-
thing must be done to awe the mili-
tant women, imposed a fine. The
only witness who furnished a particle
of evidence against Mrs. Lounsbery
was a féeble minded girl about thir-
teen years of age. So evident it was
to all eéoneerned that she did not un-
derstand the value of the evidence
she was delivering that a lengthy
wrangle took place as to the legality
of such evidence. Finally it was tak-
en and the woman convicted. All of
which goes to show that these eapi-
talist masters of ours, their prosti-
tuted hirelings of eourts and military
forces will stop at nothing Lo attain
tHeir ends. Again and again in this
and previous struggles of a similar
nature, not only in Springhill but
{ throughout the world wherever Capi-
tal is king, have the masters proven
that oppression, thuggery and thiev-
ing comprise their stock in trade.

A few days after this affair, another
of a similar nature took place but
the accused were this time acquitted
probably because Mr. Toben, who
this time represented the defendants,
made the case look so ridieulously
weak and childish that the magis-
trate felt compelled” to dismiss it.
The womeén were accused of calling
“shame,” “shame,” at strikers. Two
more ocases are to be tried Monday
June 20th. Since the aforementioned
troubles betweer the members of the
weaker (?) sex it is noticed that
several of the company’s gun men are
always in the vicinity of the scene of
the strife.

The Springhill women seem to all
take a deep interest in the strife and

this I comsider a very

fully, but they have several times
been seen aiding their husbands and
brothérs in picketing. Many of them
are as well grounded in Soecialism as
the men and just as fearless in prop-
agating it. They are beginning to re-
alize that they are a part of the
working class and that they ecan
never be freed from their degrading
position as the slavey of a wage
slave until the workers take the
earth and the fullness thereof for
themselves, ' thus establishing eco-
nomic liberty (the only liberty that
can exist by the way) for all.

right or not, 'is mot our business.
We must learn well the lesson that
we need—that the laws belong to the
capitalists and it is not likely they
will enforce them against their own
henchmen.

One fact that has impressed me
and given me a—shall I say shock ?—
of surprise is the prevalence of red
buttons on the coats of the strikers.
They seem to have adopted this as
their strike badge. Propably 800 are
worn now, and from talking with the
wearers I have concluded that the
most of them know mighty well

This morning (June 18) 1 aeceom-
panied Comrade Terris to the colliery

plant. Although it was only a few
minutes after six when we arrived, '
yet quite a npumber had already
gathered and were patrolling the
streets. “About seventy in all were on
hand for the work. About twenty-five

in the employ of the company were on
hand for the purpose of aweing the
men. These thugs were heavily arm-
ed, being provided with Colts .44
calibre revolvers and several of them
carried clubs of the regulation kind
besides. Some of them were so bold
as ‘to ecarry the revolvers well in
sight, one ~Tellow I particularly
noticed who carried a gun in his vest
pocket. I have not yet asecertained
whether these thugs are all properly
sworn in as special constables or not
or whether they are merely the police
of the company and as such possessed
of no legal right to ecarry weapons.
But whether they possess this lagxl

Down at Springhill, Nova Seotia,
is developing a character which will
yet make history in Canada. The
Man is Jules Lavenne who has in-
seribed upon his oriflamme of war
the motto, “No truce nor rest till
the Socialist Revolution-is here.””
The fight at Springhill between the
miners and the ecompany has been
long and bitter. Jules Lavenne has

for the purpose of helping picket the |

{ workingman.

f the fifty or sixty thugs and gun men!

what that red means too, and just
why they are wearing them.
When the Lavenne case comes up in

Hallfax next week I will be on hlnd,

and will endeavor to report the pro-
C&dlﬂga from the standpoint of a
revolutionist—a elear cut Socialist
And I want readers of
Cotton’s to carefully read the facts
that I will lay before them as clearly
as possible. This is not merely a
fight based upon the demand of the
United Mine Workers for a larger
price for their labor power. The men
who are being shackled by the capi-
talist courts are clear eut reds and I
believe the cases will do much to-
wards opening the eves of the work-
ers everywhere to the eolossal skin
game (with themselves as the vie-
tims) that has been and is today be-
ing perprtrated upon them. Their
eyes once opened to this, who.shall
say them nay when they take, through
use .of their political power, the
earth, and produce /an abundance of
the good things of life for all ¥

reparable
mineowners for their dividends would
be reduced. The judge issues an in-
junction restraining the strikers from

injury”’ to the parasite

trying to persuade the strike break-
ers to stand with their class. The in-
junction is temporary. That is to
say the injunetion may be- reversed
when the faets of the case are decid-
ed by testimony as to the true facts

been in the forefront of the fight on
behalf of the miners. And he has
been picked as the vietim of the
wrath of the Company.

among suecessful ecapitalist lawyers.
As such their whole mental outlook
is twisted by property rights. If their
mental outlook were not twisted they
would not be judges.

The Cumberland Coal Company is
in trouble with its men. It wants to
pay them starvation wages. The men

strike. Seabs are imported and
housed in the Company bull pens.
Lavenne ;and other Socialists  en-

deavor to persuade the seabs to quit
being scabs and do persuade some of
them to leave their employment.

The Company officials run to one
of the Canadian judges, one of those
ereatures whose minds have been
twisted and warped by long practise
in the chicaneries of the slave laws of
Canada. The Compdny officials get
an injunction against sixteen of the
strikers preventing them from speak-
ing to-or-in-any way interfering with
the strike breakers. The Company
will suffer great loss if the strike
breakers - are - interfered with. The
strike breakers may be persuaded to
quit seabbing and the strikers may |
win. The strikers may foree the Com-
pany to give decent wages so that
the wives and children of the toilers
of Springhill may be a little better
cared for.

Humanity would sweep upward if
the wives and little ones were better
cared for.” But tlnt would cause “ir-

Roosevelt lectured Great Britain
upon her policy in Egypt and masy
of the Britishers got provoked. Egypt
is a touehy question just now with
(he plunderers. The Egyptians are
not eontented to work hard for the
benefit of foreign boniloldcﬂ and
capitalists. There' is a spirit of re-
volt in- Egypt, and the master class
of Great Britain fear for their reven-
ues. :

-

The evolution of industry combined
with political action on the part of
the working classes will squeeze the
plunder from the eapitalists.

+

Freedom, as defined by the capital-
ist, means license for himeself and
slavery for his employees.

—_——

Themtemlinxlorfdwuﬂhu
cost the British government a mil-

encouraging
of the sifuafion. And not only
qu.mmsl-iubm

lion and a half dollars. More plunder

The courts of Canada are the in-|
struments of enforcing the capitalist Iare run in the interests of the bosses.
law of Canada. They are picked from Theé strikers gave been striking for

qu the case in open court., Until the
evidence is heard the miners are re-
strained from interfering with the
strike breakers.

This shows how the capitalist laws

months. No injunction was issued.
The plant has been shut down for
months. Now the Company imports
‘scabs and lest the scabs quit, the
courts are invoked to keep the scabs’

minds from being contaminated with |.

conversation with their fellow work-
ers whose jobs they are taking.

Lavenne refused to obey the in-
junetion. As he says himself the
courts did not enjoin the Company
from employing seabs. Therefore it
was unjust to prevent the strike
breakers from. persuading the scabs
to strike, and when eourts of justice
becomé unjust it is thé™duty of just
men to  refuse to obey the . unjust
courts.

Lavenne refused to obey Lhe order.
He picketed. He was therefore guilty
of eontempt of court. Contempt of
court is one of those nebulous, unde-
fined offences for which no stated
penalty is fixed. Contempt of eourt
s very elastic and it practically ltes
{ vithin the power of the judge to do
‘what he likes with the prisoner.

‘ Lavenne has proved his mettle. In
lhe class struggle he dares take his
‘stand with his expropriated brethren
and face the consequences. The heart

of every Soecialist will beat faster
with pride at the story of Lavenne.
Canadian Socialism is proving itself
not unworthy in the clashings of the
clul ltmggle

The ruling power never likes to see
its power shaken. The capitalist
class, like the feudal class in the
past, does not see its approaching
dissolution. Socialism to the ruling
{elass is an abomination, a diabolical
|attempt to wrest property away from
the rightful owners. There. are many
'.hmgn which Socialism seems to
stand for and which the master class
also think good. These are reforms
'which are not the central fact of So-
cialist philosophy. Revolutionary So-
cialism is what the masters hate.

aceomplished.
+—

They hate it and fear &, and yet can-
not see how the revolution is to be

The courts of Canada are the in-
struments for the enforcing of capi-

talist law. The capitalist law is un-

just and contemptible. Therefore the

courts of Canada, which are the in-|I am accused was of use to
struments of enforcing contemptible |and my ‘slags and I did it

“NO TRUCE

ODAY (June 18) I inter-
viewed Comrade Jules
Lavenne the victim of
the latest move by  the
Coal Company. Comrade
Lavenne was born in Bel-
gium and at the early
age of 11 years he car-

;rled the red flag in numerous working

|elass demonstrations. So revolt was

bred in the bone in his case. About
six years ago he came to “‘this glor-
ious Canada of ours.”” He Snally lo-

cated in Springhill and beecame a

wage slave for the Cumberland Rail-

way and Coal Company. He was by
no means a willing slave however and
always kept the red flag flying as is
proven by‘ the faet that there are
hundreds of men in revolt at present
who were leavened by the work of

Lavenne. The "ollowing expresses his

position in this fight. in which he is

one of the principals.

“I did not obey the injunction be-

cause no injunction was issued re-

straining the eompany from bringing
in scabs. As a member of the United

Mine Workers and a striker, it was

in y interests to keep the scabs

» =

a{out, and as a Socialist I could not
W] | compromisé
4|courts in this way.

with the eapitalist
My motto is ‘“No
Truce.”” If it is proper for the com-
pany to feteh in seabs it is just as
‘proper for me, acting in my econom-
ic interests as a worker to endeavor
to keep them out. If it is not legal
for me to do so—well—then our con-
tention that all law is against the
workers and in fact just a mill stone
about their necks, is well borne out.
“I believe this is a plot, as I have
several times been threatened by offi-
cials and thugs of the company. I

have been told— “We'll fix you.”
“We’'ll have you behind the bars.”
“We've got you spotted,” ete. I in-

tend to fight this out on the basis of
the class struggle. I do not want to
be cleared on legal technicalities be-
cause I want to show the workers
that the ecourts, governments, mili-
tary and police forces, ete., are parts
of a structure built for-the sole pur-
pose of keeping them in subjeetion
and that, as the eapitalist owns and
makes the law and intreprets it in his
interests as is material, we as work-
ers have nothing to hope from their
judges and ecourts but the ecold
shoulder. The time has come when
we must fight and not think of such
a thing as truece. Our lives depend
upon it. We must econquer and the
sooner we fight and the hotter we
fight the sooner peace. We must do
our best to abolish wage slavery and
that soon. The C. Ry & Co. are an-
archists as are all ecapitalists. They
are lawless. They or their thugs
have supplied foreigners who speak no
‘English with revolvers.”

Here ‘Lavenne presented me with a
loaded ecartridge, Calibre .44, taken
from one of the seabs and informed
me that he had the revolver at home.
He then continued—

‘““These foreigners have been told
that they will be killed by strikers if
they leave the pen and thus aroused
to the piteh where they will use the
guns at the slightest provoeation. We
got about 40 of them out of the pen

national in front of the boarding
house. When they saw our colors and
heard the working class songs they

2 |then concluded that they couldn’t re-

main at work and thus help to cut
the throats of their Comrades and
they walked out like men. I want to
emphasize this fact because it proves
that our movement is international

or.

their elass.

Puee 50c a Year—256¢ for 6 months

T—— - O O B——e

Jules Lavenne Declares * If | am Tried and Convicted

- Contempt | will go to Jail as | Believe itis nyb*
to my Class.”

by singing the Marseillaise and Inter-

and that we of the working eclass
recognize no divisions of race or eol-
They told us that the Dominion
Coal Company brought them from
Germany under false pretenses. When
they reached Cape Breton the strike
had been settled and they were turn-
ed over t6 the Cumberland Railway
and Coal Company like eattle or
sheep. As they believed in the motto
““Workers of the world, unite I’ they
had done in Canada what they would
have done in Gennany—tholr duty to

NOR REST”

Comrade Lavenne .is not posing as
a martyr in this ecase. He is an im-
compromising Socialist who has al-
ways stood for his elass not from
any philanthropie motive—not from
altruism—but simply because he
knows he himself must live under the
dominance of Capital so long as the
workers remain asleep. 1t is there-
fore in his interests to arouse them, .
and by doing so attain economie lib~
erty himself. He believes his present
course in this matter will help—hence
his position.

—— O B—e

THE DOG FICHT

There is a storyof a tenderfook
parson out west who asked Alkali
Ike the best way he could suggest for
getting the gentlemen of the town to
attend divine service which he pro-
posed to hold the following Sunday.
“Well, Parson,” suggested Ike, ‘“The
best way to draw a crowd is to have
a dog fight to start off with.”

It is getting near time for Cotton’s
Weekly to begin the dog fight against
capitalism in Canada.

There was a little paper out west
called the Penticon Press which pub-
lished an editorial on the death of
King Edward. The editorial was
mild compared to Cotton’s King Ed-
ward issue. But the Penticon. Press
had a small circulation. It's readers
did not back it up. It insulted the
grand fetish of the British Empire.
Therefore Bowser, the Attorney Gen-
eral of British Columbia got busy
and deprived  the editor of a little
office he held. Had the editorial been
stronger the paper would probably
have been denied the use of the mails.

Cotton’s was not touched. Cotton’s
has a circulation verging on the ten
thousand and its readers are prepu—
ed to back it.

In Germany, in France, in Egypt,
in Mexico and in the United States
a free press is denied. In Canada a
free press is also denied. In Van-
couver, if I remember right, an Indi-
an paper published against British
British rule in India was suppressed
by the Canadian authorities. The
strings were pulled from London and
the Canadian officials jumped the In-

dian_paper. Canada has not a free
press.
Cotton's Weekly has not yet been

forbidden the mails. It has only
been hampered it its ecirculation a
little. The reason why an attempt
has not been made to suppress it is
because Cotton's has not yet begun
its dog fight in earnest against cap-
italist eorruption in power in Can-
ada.

A puppy is a fool puppy that will
tackle a big dog before it gains its
dog strength. Cotton’s Weekly would
have been foolish to jump in and
{tackle the system where it hurts the
capitalists when it had but a small
cireulation and no power. Cotton's
Weekly had to mew its mighty youth.
I The ecapitalists and politicians, of
Canada do not fear weakness. They
fear power. Cotton’s is getting that
power.
| At Ottawa Lemieux has felt the
power back of the paper. Hundreds
of letters of protest have made the
postal officials sit up and take notice.
They have felt the might of Cotton’s
army and know that no underhanded
work will be tolerated by the revolu-
tionaries of the Dominion.

The dog fight may begin pretty
soon. The circulation is getting big
enough to warrant it.

Next week’s issue, if everything
goes right, will be a “Contempt of
Court Issue.” This will be the first
burk in the dog fight.

— S e—

There are many persons who sneer
at Socialism. These are the little
capitalists, the men who run around
like mice in an old barn and get

grains of wheat and petly contracts.
Such men never think that the eapi-
talist system may be pulled down
just as the mice never think that the
old barn is not a permanent institu-

|tion for their special use. But the

“H the warrant is issued and I am big financiers, the men who handle
tried and convieted of contempt 1 |lllillionl and make money by beeom-
will go to jail as T believe it is my ing the lords of the people’s m
duty to my elass. The act of wM.unuhvu, these men know the men-

have the.

g

their living by picking up neglected :




