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THE WAR SITUATION.

The French press is not disposed to
__take the peace proclaimed between the
" Ukraine and the Central Powers as a

settlement likely to last for any length
" of time. The Ukranians and Bolsheviki
have not yet come to terms, and there
‘ may be new developments. The view is
| expressed, however, that the old- Russia
& will not be restored, but that the form-

;. er great empire will be broken up. Spec-

' mlation as to the future is more or less

. idle, but the Allies face the existing fact

' that Russia is out of the war, and
. that means a harder task for the Allied
armies. ;
President Wilson has replied to the
. German chancellor and the Austrian
foreign minister. He regards the speech
of the latter as more peaceful and friend-
“ly in tone, but makes it clear that the
! United States will stay in the war until
! Prussian militarism has been crushed. He

& says:—“What we are striving for is a

4 new international order based upon

% broad and universal prlnciplés(’bt right

. and justice—no mere peace of shreds and

"+ _patches” Conttast this with the boastful

- remarks of the Kaiser, who asserts that
the Germans will only negotiate as vic-

-/ tors in the war. He says: “The victory

of German arms must first be recognized.
Our troops under the great Hindenburg
. will continue to win it. Then peace will

K come'” 3 ; ]
| The Allies have been unfortunate in
% their eastern relations.” It becomes néces-
 sary for Britain, the United States,

%, France and Italy o rely upon their own

* resources and disregard any possible as-
" gistance from other quarters. Russia to-

day is a rabble. What she may be to-

*! morrow none can foresce. Many times
since the Czar was overthrown it has ap-

-tpeared that a central authority around

. which the people could rally was really
.in -sight, but all predictions based on
¢ such appearances have been falsified by
~» the facts; Russia has taken the count,
' and for the present is down and out. The
¥ Kaiser's boast, so far as Russia is con-
i eerned, is apparently well  founded.
«+ There is,. however; - nothing of a de-
pressing nature in today’s news from the
‘British headquarters in France. We are
told thut the great offensive is close at

hand, whether the initiative is taken by |

the British or the Germans, and ‘that'a
very‘ confident - feeling -prevails on the
side of the Allies. ‘The weather condi-
tions have 56 improved that some of the
ground is already dry and fit for fight-
ing, and it is said the great trial of
strength may come within a month. The
enemy is reported to be making intense
preparations, and pouring in both Ger-
tnan and Austrian troops; but it is de-
Qlared the British still have the advant-
_age in pumbers of men and guns, and
that the result of the winter'’s: prepara-
tions will be seen when the great strug-
' gle comes.

THE PATRONAGE EVIL
The government at Ottawa has taken
an important step in the direction of the
promised reform which will abate the
patronage evil. The clvil service regu-
lations published today will go far, if
properly catried out, to prevent the ‘ap-

* pointment of incompetent persons’ to the

service. There has been far too much
of this, in the inside as well as the out-
gide service, and there is not a depart-
ment which is not loaded up with per-
sons a good business man would not
keep in his employ for a day. The union
government can go far to improve the
conditions, and certainly it should insist
upon merit in all new appointments.
The government should, however, go
much further, and the Times believes
‘'the new parliament would heartily ap-
prove of such legislation as would en-
sure the elimination of patronage on a
much larger scale than the civil service
act proposes.- There would be much
less bitterness in partisan warfare if it
" were made certain that the defeat of
one party by another would not lead to
-a wholesale distribution of loaves and
fishes. The union government can deal
~ boldly. with this whole question, and
. ought to do so at the coming session of
parliament. . . The country is ready for
the reform, and only requires leadership

at Ottawa.
v ————

! PERTINENT QUESTIONS.’

. ‘Touching the matter of* the New

' Brunswick Power Company’s coming
application for legislation to enable it

' to get more money from the people, the

i Globe asks the citizens of ‘St. John these

questions:— -

“The legislature is called to meet in
less than a month. The power company
has given notice of its purpose, and will
have its case. ready. What about your
negger o D i
. 4Can you afford to leave the decision
“'to the legislature without taking steps to
‘ se¢ .that the facts are ‘presented' in ‘their
* true light?

“Can you afford to leave your repre-
! sentatives unsupported to deal with this
+ tremendous issue?

“Can you trust your city council to
* make the fight for you?

“Can you trust the city solicitor, alone
‘and unaided, to prepare the case and

speak for you in this emergency P’

et e
The citizens of St. John -have been
®gassed,” and now they @re awaiting an
alectric shock.

_ SKINNING THE PEOPLE,

One of the most illuminating portions
of ‘;&uditor Macintyre’s report deals with
the increased interest charge (which of
course the people who use the street cars
or purchase gas, electric light or power
must pay to the company) that was
levied as soon as the New.Brunswick
Power Company assumed ‘control, al-
though the increased revenue had to
come from the same old plant. '

Prior to March, 1917, dividends had to
be paid on stock and bonds to the value
of $2,057,600. The new company in«
creased this to $8,100,000, some of it
paying seven per cent instead of six.
There was thus at one stroke an added
amount of $69,120 to be got somehow out
of the same old plant. But another §1,-
999,000 of common stock was also is-
sued, and of course the plan is to make it
interest bearing as soon as the money
can be squeezed out of the people.

The man who knows very little about
large financial transactions, and may be
puzzled. by masses of figures, has no dif
ficulty in understanding what this means.
Whereas the people were asked last year
to pay enough into the company’s treas-
ury for service rendered to provide in-
terest on $2,057,000, they are now to be
asked-to pay interest on over $5,000,000,
without any more or better service. This
may be all very fine for the gentlemen
who. get their feet under the table and
formulate plans to exploit:the city in
the -interests of high finance; but it Is
not all very fine for the people who pay.
They would prefer to get a much better
service for what they pay at present. It
is because the company has a franchise
given by the people that it is able to do
business, and therefore every citizen has
a personal interest in the presént attempt
‘of the company to get for one service
or another a little more of his money.

But there is another illuminating par-
agraph in the auditor's report. It is to
the effect that in its first nine months the
company was able, without the;proposed:
increase in charges, to pay ‘the Increased
interest and dividends-abave referred to,
and still have a surplus of over $8,000, In
other words, its own record does not
show any need of increased cliarges, un-
less it is—to provide dividends ‘on“that
[ $1,999,000 of commion stock, the issué of
which was wholly unnecessary,. -y .
necessary. 1 iy Y By

iIf any attempt-is made to seécureleg
islation to enable the company -to in-
crease its charges it must be fought to
the bitter end, and every other city and
town in the province, and every rural
constituency, is interested—for it may
be their turn mext. The committee of
the Convention of New Brunswick Mun-
icipalities which has to do with legisla-
tion should be ably represented at Fred-
ericton at the coming session. Because of
past indifference the people have suffer-
ed. There must he a mych more careful
scrutiny of apparently innocent bills, and
of the lobbyists who frequent the halls
of the legislature in session time.

In the meantime every citizen should
study Auditor Macintyre’s report, talk
it over with friends, get a perfectly clear
knowledge of what it sets forth, and
make it clear to all candidates for civie
or other honors that-the public interest’
is not to be sacrificed for the benefit of
the exponents of frensied finance.

y

Toronto Star:—*“All wars are dynastic
wars. They spring either from the riv-
alry of those who wish to rule or from
resistance to some attempt to Impose
rule upon people against their will. Left
to themselves, the common people would
not ~make war, except to defend their
own liberty and their own right of self-
government. Real democracy, if uni-
versally established, would put an end
to war. This is the significance of the
emphasis persistently laid by President
Wilson upon the importance of the de-
moc-atization' of Germany, - and the
breaking down of the autocracy which
set the world in flames to further its own

ambitions.”
: ® ® ©.9

The Austrians are again very active
on the Italian front. The improvement
in the east encourages them to pursue a
more aggressive policy against Italy.
Once the Italians failed to hold their
ground. Let us hope they will not fail
again.

® © @@

The yell that went up this morning
when the boys and girls learned that
one-session days would prevajl at school
till the end of March proved that the
schcol board had won a new and large
set of ardent admirers.

® © @ @

All Germany is rejoicing over the col-
lapee of Russia. Nothing short of a
smashing defeat on the western front
will bring the Hun to terms.

LORROTI R 4 :

“Holy Russia” has given place to
groups of warring peoples, each eager to
set up housekeeping for itself. The strong
man has failed to appear.

® © © @

ing of parliament, urges the British peo-
ple to prosecute the war with all the
vigor they possess.

“Nrs, Temple’s Telegram” at Impertal
tonight,

Once more King George, at the open- f

THE EVENING TIMES.

\ STATEMENT B
PREMIER FOSTER

i
(Daily Telegraph) ° ]
The Telegraph yesterday directed the
attention of Premier Foster to a leiter
published in the Stanhdard and signed
by Commissioner McEellan; in the course
of which the commisioner attributed cer-
taimrstatements to Hon. Mr. Foster. The |
Premier said: ;
+ %] riever asked Commisioner McLellan |
for a copy of the ‘Macintyre report. He
volunteered to lend me his copy, and
I took it from him. I showed it to no-
body. .I discussed it with nobody. I.
communicated none of the contents to
anybody. In his letter he attributes to'
me statements I did not make. I did/
refer to the probability that the Power |
company would employ money in at-i
tempting to lobby its, bill through the
house, 1 said nothing which could pos-,
sibly be construed into a statement or|
opinion that members of the legislature
could be_ influenced or would be in-
fluenced by money, or by anything else.'
“These are the facts in brief. I only
refer to the matter at all because the|

That is all there is to it.”

NEW REGULATIONS
- FOR THE FISHERY LOT

Legislation to create new regulations
for the leasing of fishing lots in the
-harbor of St. John will no doubt be in-|
troduced at the coming session of the
local legislature. For some time it has.
been felt that the present regulations,'
calling as they do for the leasing of the,
lots “anew each year, do not work out!
satisfactorily, particularly that clause
which states that all lots must be dis-
posed of on Jan. 2 and not before nor
after.

In event of a new fishing lot being dis-
covered it is impossible for the city,]
under the presént regulations, to dispose
of it, no matter how attractive a price is;
offered by the man who seeks to secure;
it. An instance was noted last season
where a man desired to secure a lease of
a new fishing lot, but owing to the na-|
ture of the regulations the city could!
not place it in the market nor could the
man gain permission to use it. f

It is understood that legislation will
ibe sought permitting the city to dispose
of fishing lots at any season of the year,!
as it ‘chooses, and that these lots be
leased for a te of years instead of
‘twelve months as the city may deem!
proper. There are many adherents of
the new plan while, of course, there are
those who feel that the present system,
which ‘has ‘been ‘in vogue for some time,
is still. sufficiently broad to take care
of the demands of the fishing lots. The
bill has not yet been completed in draft
and it may be that additional changes

and improvements will be introduced be-
fore it finally reaches the legislature.

Use of the Hammer.

+ A Biitish gunner wlio had successfully
passed ‘a blacksmith’s ¢ourse was home
on_furlough, wearing  the ;hammer. angd
pinéers ‘on Lis arm,  when he was ac-
costed by a civilian, 'who'asked -what the
desoor}z:.?;on was for,

,” veplied: Tombgyy, “Tip ap arm
dentist!” ’r ; I’i#‘m iy

“I see,” qaid the civilian. “Of course the
pincers ‘are for extracting teeth. But
what, is theqjdea of the hammer?”

§ “Well,: you ' see, it’s: like this. 'Some of
thé éhiaps: ave 'a bit "hervous, 50 we use
the hammer to chloroform: them.” was!
the reply.

Real Bargdains
“ATOUR

SHOE
SALE

Ladies’ '$4.00 ‘Patent Cloth Top |!
Button Boots, $3.75 per pair, ‘

Ladies’ $7.00 Bronze Button Boots,
small sizes, $3.75 per pair.

Ladies’ $4.00 Calf Button Boots,
large sizes, $3.75 per pair,

Ladies’ $5.00 Dull Kid Button
Boots, mixed sizes, $3.75 per pr.

Ladies’ $5.00, $6.00, $7.00 Button
and Laced Goodyear Welted
Boots, mixed sizes, $2.85 per pr.

Ladies’ $5.00-and $6.00 Button and
Laced Boots, “Smardon”, “Clas-
sic” and “McPherson” makes, in
mixed sizes, $3.00 per pair.

Ladies’ $8.00 and $6.50, High Cut
Laceéd Colored Boots, mixed
sizes, $4.50 per pair,

Ladiés’ $10.00 and $8.00 High Cut
Laced Colored Boots, mixed
sizes, $6.00 per pair.

Ladies’ Tan Rubbers and . Tan
Foot Holds, medium and small
sizes, 50c, per paiz.

Ladies’ Fine Rubbers, medium
heel and toe, all sizes, 65¢c. per
pair, 5

Men’s  Special Rubbers, all sizes,
90c., $3.30 per pair.

Me?f’s “Hart” Boots, $2.00 per pair
off.

Men’s High Grade Boots, $1.50 to
$2.00 per pair off. »

|

Sale Goods Cash, No Approbation,
1]

Send Us Your Mail Orders.

FAANCIS & VAUGHAR

19 KING STREET

|

Foley’s Stovs Linings
THAT LAST

TELEPHONE MAIN 1601
Don't Let The r‘n larn Thra te The,
the Oven -~

letter in question misrepresents the facts.}’

DCONNOR'S REPLY |

10 HIS GRITICS

Still Believes Price of
Eggs is Unjustifiable—|
Has Nothing to Extenu-|

ate ,
e 3

Ottawa, Feb. 12—W. F. O’Connor, cost
of living commissioner, discussing "his
recent report on the quantity of eggs.in
cold storage on January 1 last, declared
today that he has nothing tof extenuate
his statement.

“Ever since: I commenced this series of
investigations,” he .said,. “I have been
astonished at the blind - self-assurance
with which practically all persons with
whem I have to deal in"my official cap-
acity, assume, and sometimes go farther
and state, that I know nothing about’the
subject with which for the tinie being I
am engaged. This is a dangerous as-
sumption, as any who may recollect re-
cent history will realize. . 4

“I said that the'prices charged for eggs
were unjustifiable and I still believe they
were unjustifiable. ., Whether the price
paid for the eggs was too high or wheth-
er;the cost of holding the &§#s. was high-
er, whatever may be the cause, I said
that an increase in egg holdings of forty-
eight per cent, on'Januafig‘l 1918, as
compared ‘with January 1, Ql'f, was un-
justifiable and I still believe it to bé so.
1 stated that these goods ought to be
placed on. the market at once or they
would rot; and unless they are placed on
the markét during February they will
rot. Further than that, if the bulk of
the eggs have been placed on the market
since January 1, the date to which ‘my
report referred, farther action will ‘not
be necessary. : &

“With respect fo what I said, I have
nothing to. extennate and hope that so
long as I am to be permitted or may
choose to remain in my present occupa-
tion as” cost of living commissioner, I
shall. ndt be ‘deterred by any means or
course of action whatever, from déing
what I conceive to be my duty with re-
spect’ to the promise. Whenever ‘my
conduct as cost of living commissioner
is unsatisfactory; I have no doubt that
I shall receive an intimation to that ef-
fect, whereupon I.shall no longer be cost
of living commissioner.” t

“It would be preposterous,” Mr. 0’Con-

! nor concluded, “to expect me to réply

to every objection to any report or state-

, ment I may make, but I want it to be

distinetly - understood that all state-
ments issued by me are based upon fig-
ures obtained from the books of the var-
ious eompanies affected.” A

N WARNING OF

D

° Halifax, Feb. 11—The commission ap-
pointed by, the .federal government to
enquire into pilotage affairs was astound-
ed this, afternoom: near the close of the
second "sessipn; by an announcement by
Captain Latter of the harbor pilet hoat,
Captain Lattey fdeclired that. “the naval
people shifted buoys without warning
and that vessels coming up in the fog
narrowly escaped going on  Sambro]
Ledges,” 1

Chajrman Robb showed his astonish-

. ment when Captain Latter declared that
,one of the vessels which had a narrew:
escape because of the buoy having been

shifted without warning was the Olym-
e i
“Repeat that statement slowly,” ‘said

| Chairman Robb to_the witness and Cap-

tain Latter proceeded:

“A buoy moored six miles southeast
from the Portuguese Shoals Buoy off the
harbor and which was painted in black

| and white vertical stripes, a combination’

gas and whistling buoy was discontinued
or removed by the naval authorities early
in the war. Just about the start, I think.
No pilots were notified. Then in the
fall of 1916 this same buoy, or one similar

in every respect, was placed at the en-|
trance of what they called ‘The Swept |

Channel’ Again no one was notified.
The result was that ships coming up to
the buoy in the fog supposed they were
making the position shown in thé chart
and steered nor’west so that they narrow-
ly escaped going - ashore on’ Sambro
Ledges.”

It was then that'Chairman Robb ask-
ed Captain Lafter if he could give the
names of any ship which had this ex-
perience.
= “Well, Sir, I could,” said the captain,
in fact one of ‘them was the Olympic.”

“N. o notice of this shift was given to
the pilots? asked Chairman Robb.

“Absolutely pone,” replied the cap-
tain, nor to anyone else that I know of.

Another development of 'the enquiry
was the evidenge of J. E. DeWolf, one
of the Halifax pilot commissioners. Mr.
DeWolf said that some six or seven
years ago the marine and fisheries de-
gattment asked the pilot commission to

raft new by-laws. The commission,
assisted by Hector McInnes, K.C, did
this and the new by-laws were sent to
Ottawa. No notice was taken by the
department. “They treated us with.con-
tempt,” said Mr. DeWolf.. “We never
he'ard a word and I urged upon the com-
mission to resign in ‘a ‘body as a pro-
test.” =

The other witnesses examined were
Secretary Crichton, of the pilotage com-
mission; Captain Neil Hall, port war-
den; Captain Rudolf, harbor master;
Mr. Galdwell, agent for Robert' Reford
Company.

The inquiry is being pushed rapidly
forward and will not likely continue for
more than a couple of days.

First Tommy—“Blime me if I ever
ilt:r'xgw these Frenchies had so much learn-
ny

Second Tommy—“No?”

First Tommy—“Why, every last moth-

' er's son of them can speak French.”

'VALENTINES

Fancy Valentines, 1¢., 2¢., 3ec., bo.,
70-, 100. to 750.
Comic Valentines...«...cc... 1€
Valentine Posteards......... le.
Valentine Napkins
Wholesale and Retail

ARNOLD'S
DEPARTMENT STORE,
90 Charlotte Street

< iz i
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“Starrett Precision Tools |

ship, Design and Finish.
Mechanics Everywhere.

Tools includes:

Aluminm

Our extensive line of these celebrated )

u

The Standard of Accuracy, Workman- ~ §

Preferred by Skilled . §
4

Inside and Outside Calipers, Dividers |
Thread Gauges, Surface Gauges, Combina-
tion Squares, Micrometers, Automatic Centre :

Punches, Straight Edges, Jacks, Clamps, etc.

[ T.M¢ AVITY & SONS.L?)

Ritchen Ware

Progressive Housewives are studying, as sever before,

. Houséhold Ecopomy-—seeking to know what utensils are safe

and how the most satisfactory
them. L A

service may be secured from ‘.

| 2 quart Aluminum Saucepan.

IOBPAN. ... .cocoeosiozece. 09
'}/ 3 1.4 quart Ateminum DobleBoiler.. ... .L.... $1.98.

" Aluminum Specials This Week Only:

seesvseesessss e

Alumium will stoxe up more heat and retain it longer than - §

any other metal. -~ |

3 -
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For A Soft Healthy Skin

Use Baby’s Own
Soap. It’s “Best
for Baby — Best
for You”.

ALBERT SOAPS, LIMITED,
Mirs,, - MONTREAL.

Absolutely pure
vegetable oils made:
fragrant by flower:
extracts, which help |
the skin, make
Baby’s Own . Soap
the best for toilet
and nursery use..

Its fragrant,creamy
lather delights gu. ?

AN ENTENTE MLLIES
FRATERGAL ALLINCE

London, Jan. v—{Correspondence of
The Associated Press)—The “British-

"~ JUST ARRIVED AT CHEYNES ~

Shipment of Fresh Bulk Tea and Coffee.
Let us fill your order.

CHEYNE & C0., Groceries, Fruits. Phone 803. 166 Union St

American and Entente Allies Fraternal
Alliance” is the name of a new patriotic|
assoclation which was inaugurated at a,
luncheon attended recently by the Lord

Mayor; the Greek minister; the Rou- |
manian minister; H. H. Buckler, repre-,

senting the  American

Prince Borghose; representing the Italian !
} ambassador, and other prominent city
l m

liance was to associate the men and
women of all nations comprised in the
Entente i a common bond of mutual
interest and that its immediate purposes
were:

To pledge themselves to a steadfast
support of the government in the prose-
cution of the war to a righteous victory,
to overthrow Prussian militarism and
render it incapable of further evil. °

To advocate the formation of a
league of nations to help in winning that
victory and afterwards to ensure for the
world an abiding peace.

To decline to admit Germany or any
of her allies to that league, or to consort

with them in any way until the crimes -

committed in this war had been expiated.

Their further object was to strengthen
the hands of the government by awak-
ening the people from a state of assivity
and inducing them to respond to the
government’s call for help:

A resolution pledging those present to
further these objects was carrled unani-
mously.

QUESEC ELECTONS |

Quebec, Feb. 11—Nominations were
| held today for the mayoralty and Alder-

| manic elections which will take place

next Monday. The forthcoming elec-
tions will be held under the new redis-
tribution through which the number of
wards is reduced from thirteen to six
and the number of aldermen from twen-
ty-five to twelve.

There were five aldermanie. acclama-

conteste:
Mayor Lavigueur, -who is ‘again in the
field, will be opposed by Ald. Martin
Madden. Up to about 8 o'clock it was
thought that Mayor Lavigueur would be
elected by acclamation, but at the
eleventh hour Ald. Madden entered the
} arena.
| The mominations
wards are as follows:
Montcalm ward—Seat No. 1, Ald. Jos.
‘Mercier (acclamation).
Seat No. 2—Ald C.
J. A. LeSage.
Champlain ward—Seat No.
Jos. Collier (acclamatioti).
Seat No. 2—Ald “A. A. Lantier (ac-
clamation). L
St. Jean Baptiste ward—Seat No. 1,
tAld. P. H. Bedard (acclamation); Seat
Ng. 2, Ald, U. Gauvin and F. R. Gen-
est. * LTI S o Tall |
St. Roch’s ward—Seat No. 1, Ald. &

in the different

J. Lockwell and
1—Ald.

en,
The chairman said the object of the al-

tions today so that there will be seven ' 2 Ald. V. Martin
?seats and for the mayomltyiNo' &

g e —————————————

[

SPECIAL SALE

ambassador,

!

Direct From Mill to Consumer.

ELECTRIC READING

LAWPS

. $15 Lamps.... Reduced to $10 Each
. $10 Lamps. ... Reduced to $ 5 Each

W. . HAYWARD CO., Ltd.
85 93 PRINCESS STREET

: m : .!!.!‘ . O ——
L. TOUR FLOUR

Best Manitoba, Government Standard, Spring Wheat

®
. o

PRICES:

$1200 ............ Per'bblL
590 ..... Per 1.2 bbl. bag |
1.55 ....... Per 24 1b. bag

Telephone West 8

FOWLER M.LLING COMPANY, Ltd.

A. Bouchard and Ald. Jos. Glode; Seat
(acclamation).

St. Sauveur ward—Seat No. 1, Ald. M.
Fiset and Joseph Tanguay; Seat No. 2,
Ald. P. Bertrand, A. Drolet and E. Bel-
anger.

Jacques Cartier ward—Seat No. 1,
Emile Bouchard and Arthur Paquet;
Seat No. 2, Louis Hamel and J. J. Se-
guin. -

THO MILLION JEWS
REPORTED STARVING

New York, Feb; 12—War relief funds
raised by the Jews of America are now
being distributed among the people of
their race in Poland and Lithuania, it
was announced by a commission sent to
Furope by the joint distribution com-

|

mittee of the American fund for Jew-
ish war sufferers, which returned here
recently.

More than 2,000,000 Jews in Polanc
and Lithuania are starving, the commis-
sion reported. There is no work anc
the conditions in which the people ar
living have caused epidemics of typhw
in many séctions. In Warsaw the new®
Papers carry regularly advertisements ;
which are reported the deaths of Jew:
from starvation.

BRITONS AND ITALIANS
REFUSE TO QUIT AND
SO BLOCK THE STRIK}

Buenos Aires, Feb. 12—The railwa)
strike apparently is failing through th
refusal of Italians and Britons to qui
work. These men have declined to leav:

their pobs notwithstanding the- threat

of Spanish agitators to
ertw

estroy pro’




