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JUNENILE CRIME

Necessity of Social as Well as Mechanical Inven-
tions—The Juvenile Court, a Curative Measure
—The Need for a Preventive Measure—Com-

munity Effort.

(J. W. MacMillan in Journal of Com-
merce.)

One fo the great social inventions of
the present day is the juvenile court. The
world has as much need of social inven-
tions as of mechanical inventions. In-'
deed, mechanical invention has .outrun
social invention, both because’ of the
huge financial profits which accrue to
the successful discovery of new mechan-
ical contrivances and because the mood

of the world welcomes novelties in ma-

No patent has been applied for. Rather,
anyone is invited, yes, besought; to
make the fullest use of the Association’s
plan. Maybe, if it were patented, more
people would want it!

The plan, whose general purport-is
suggested by its title, may be described
under four headings:

1. A community survey. Any town,
village, or city or country neighborhood
which finds itself troubled with disor-
derly conduct by boys or girls is asked

chinery, whereas the man who launches !tq first of all examine itself. One hun-

a new organization or founds a new
type of institution not

only fails to!

dred questions are supplied, which may
be taken up by any local group as the

put anything in his pocket thereby but basis of a study of their local conditions.
finds himself faceddbér a gelx:eralﬁdisposli- i ‘The questionnaire runs the gamut from
tion to suspect and decry his efforts. It |a few introductory inquiries as to popu-
is, therefore, something of a victory for lation, distribution of radical groups and
progress when a new, efficient and bene-{problems arising therefrom, through
juvenile questions as to public administration,

ficent organization like the
court wins its way into popular favor. |courts, probation, curative agencies,
Yet the juvenile court deals with only | housing, child labor, commercial amuse-
half of the problem of juvenile delin-|ments, into rather eatended inquiries as
quency. It is entirely curative. It does to public and private recreational facili-
nothing for the offender until he has ties and needs. There follow questions
broken the law. Back of his offence lies as to self-improvement facilities, mental
« period of time, sometimes years long,!and social hygiene, ending with a few
in which he was gradually mounting to 'questions as to possible community plans
the levei where he cast his challenge for combatting juvenile delinquency.”
down to the law. Obviously it would One community will differ from an-
be wise to attack the problem by way |other. The evil will show itself in one
of prevention. It would be better for place through the depredations of gangs
the young dslinquent and better for so-|of boys. In another a vicious or incom-
ciety if he never came to require theipetent municipal administration 1nay
kindly services of the juvenile court. °!foment the trouble. In another it may
Of course a great deal of Pfeveﬂﬁvc!be found that the patronage of the local
work is being done, and always has been games is in the hands of “sports,” men
done, by many agencies. Every 2ood of loose lives and low standards. In an-
home, every school, church, club, or other place it is commercialized recrea-
employment -which reaches inTo the tion which is the sore spot. It may be
mind of a child and sets pure and hon- |that insufficient poor relief or the lack
orable affections there is preventing that|of mothers’ pensions is to blame. Or a
child from falling into crime. But this | district given over to degeneracy and

:shine and flowers.

effort is not organized, not fully con-
scious of its'problem. Thirty years ago
many judges dealt with the youngsters
- who came before them on lines similar
to those employed by the juvenile courts.

vice may be cursing the vicinity.

In every case, however, the problem is
complex. No single factor is the key
to the entire problem. Well-intentioned
people constantly make the mistake of
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Scouts, the Camp Fire Girls, and others

of like sort are at work in friendly sym-

| pathy with each other. But they are not

linked and jointed together. None of
them envisages the whole realm of child
interests. . A community movement is
necessary, starting naturally from the
union of these several forms of effort,
to overtake the problem as a whole,

3. The programme adopted must ap-
peal to children and adolescents. The
temptations which entrap them are at-
tractive. The antidote must be more at-
tractive. . The path of monorable and
useful behavior must be a way of sun-
It must beckon at its
gates, and lure the traveller from stage
to stage.

So obvious a matter as this might be
passed by, it would seem, as accepted
by all. But it is not at all so. Rather
do we find innumerable would-be guides
and mentors of youth whose attempts
are diametrically opposed to this concep-
tion. They try to give youth not what
it wants but what they think it needs.
And they usually think it needs what it
does not want. Indeed, there are many
people who think that unpleasantness is
a recommendation in the discipline of
children, That very word “discipline”
suggests the erroneous idea. It goes with
the old belief that the efficacy of a medi-

cine is in proportion to ‘its bitternes-

One of the secrets of the success of
the playground movement is that the in-
structors do not so much make the chil-
dren play with them, as that they make
themselves play with the children. The
impulses and preferences of the child are
the guide to the games. So must it be
in the substitution of lures to goodness
for lures to evil. The nature of the
tempted child must determine the treat-
ment to be prescribed.

So recreation will have a foremost
place in the community’s endeavor. I
remember well the first organized play-
ground in Winnipeg. It was conducted
during the summer holidays in the
grounds of one of the public schools.
It was financed and managed by a group
of ladies and gentlemen who believed in
it. The rest of the city looked on. The
next year the city council took the move-
ment over, and has ever since, with
steadily widening activities, * carried it
on. One thing that impressed the city
of Winnipeg that summer was that if
any child was lost he was pretty certain
to be found at the organized playground,
sliding down a board or swinging on a
trapeze or playing baseball. Still more
convincing was the testimony of the
chief of police that in that portion of the
city there had not been during those two
months a single case of juvenile crime.

To recreation should be added oppor-
tunities for self-improvement, and the
correction of the lacks and lapses in
general social organization.

4. One thing more, which is the coun-
sel of outside experts. I have pointed
out that the community is to save itself.
In it will be found people willing and
competent to lead in such a movement.
But they will be stronger for co-ordi-
nation with other communities engaged
in similar tasks. And they will be
wiser by means of the advice of men
and women who have made a life-pro-
fession of solving the problems of ju-
venile delinquency. ‘Here is where the
 Prison Association will help. With the
experience of many years behind it, and
with the whole country constantly under
view, it will be able to bring to bear on
any community an accumulation of
knowledge which no one in that com-
munity has had the opportunity to ac-

quire. I suppose the intention is, if the
thing takes hold, to form a national or-

. ganization, with a secretary or two de-

voting all their time to its work. These
secretaries would be the experts-to
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'whom the Yocal leaders might look for

Orlando F. Lewis, secretary of the
Prison Association, confesses that this
plan is born of the success of similar
organizations of community efforts of the
men in the camps preparing for the war.
The W. C. C. S. (War Camp Commu-
nitv Service) promoted “the substantial,
persistent and interesting entertainment
and service for soldiers and sailors” by
communities adjacent to the
It worked well.
the energies of many local:organizations
to make provision for the leisure time

of the men, to combat the enticements
of booze and vice. QOutdoor games, in-
t0or cu ceres, wiolesome canteen ser-
vice, and club facilities so filled the lives
of the men that they did not become the

vices. But now the war is over. The
camps are empty. The W. C. C. S. has
lost its occupation. Yet here is another
field where young boys and girls, young
men and women, are being drawn into
vice and crime because their hours are
empty of interest and nothing presents
itself but temptation. It looks as if the
invention filled a long felt want.

training
It combined

| this condition.

BOND DEBT NEARLY
HALF MILLION FOI
TOWN OF 1550 PEOPLE

Humboldt, Sask., April 26—With &
easy prey of degrading and intoxicating ' debenture debt of nearly half a million
dollars facing a Ppopulation of
working out at approximately $360 a
head, the town of Humboldt has a long
financial hill to climb ahead of it.
waterworks and sewerage scheme, ini-
tiated in 1913, in which there is a total
capital investment of $156,395, is prob-
ably the greatest contributi

—
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But when the, court came all the judges |selecting some one item out of a gross
acted so, and'it became easier.for even anq insisting that it and it alone should
the most sagacious and understanding be attended to. The value of the survey
judge to’ fulfil his redeeming purpdses lies in bringing all possible factors into
for the unhappy boy and girl culprits the field of attention. The one-idea man
who were brought before him. Society | seldom goes as far as to look at the sec-
needs a preventive invention to co-op-!ond idea. If he did he might cease to
erate with the curative invention, the pe one-idead.

juenile court. i |, 2- Self-help by the community. Juven-

'The Prison Association of New Yorklile delinquency is properly a community
has ‘essayed such an inention. It is all problem. It is not a family problem, nor
set forth 'in a publication entitled A the problem of a narrow neighborhood.
New Plan for the Reduction of Juven-|The modern home is too restricted. in
ile Delinquency by Community Effort.|jts interests to absorb the life of the
child which it shelters. Besides, many
~{modern families are housed so unhap-
pily as to be unable to care for more
than the physical needs of the child.
Further, many modern families are so
small that the one or two. youngsters
in them are orphaned in the very pres-
ence of their parents. Youth needs
vouth. So, because the community con-
trols the streets, and the school and|
play activities of children are commun- i
ity matters, there is no wisdom in up-
braiding- the home, or tryiiig to save the
children by group-efforts whose range
is narrower than the community,

In each community is to be found a
number of organizations whose function
is to train the children. The school
board, the junior department of the Y.
M. C. A., the: Sunday schools, the Boy
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The *“COLONIAL” No. 1961 ‘

Has the Simmons Patented Pressed Steel
Noiseless Corner Locks. Enameled in Ivory,
the Decorative Colors, and Mahogany, Oak and
Circassian Walnut effects.

It is made of Simmons Seamless Square and
Rectangular Tubing throughout. Easy running
. casters. Your choice of Double Width and Twin'

Pairs—and especially pleasing in Twin Pairs,
©
imicd, 152

Women Give Enthusiastic Welcome
Beauty of New Patterns iz Simmons Beds

Now in the Stores—the First Metal Beds Ever Designed in Harmony with
Interior Decoration Today. Old-established House of Simmons Limited,
Strengthens its Commanding Position as Leading Producers of Metal Beds

You know how it is with the old-fash-
ioned metal beds. The tubing always has
a seam running the full length of the tube.
It is likely to be rough—does not take the
enamel nicely.

When you see these new Simmons Beds,
notice especially the tubing—its exquisite
finish, free from seam and roughness—
and how beautifully it takes the enamel.

* % ¥

O woman who sees these beautiful
beds will wonder at the way they
are being received.

Every day goes further to confirm the
initiative of Simmons Limited in produc-
ing metal bed designs based on the sound
principles of line, form and composition—
such as the “Colonial,” illustrated above.

This Simmons idea of putting real de-
sign into metal beds is just the latest ex-
ample of initiative that has expanded
Simmons Limited from one small plant
twenty-five years ago to one of the great
Canadian industries today.

It. was Simmons Limited that first
thought of sleep in relation to metal beds.

That led to the Simmons Patented
Pressed Steel Corner Lock—the lock that
holds the bed together firm, like one
piece of metal—the lock that prevents

squeak and rattle and makes the bed noise-
less, inviting relaxation and deep repose.

They have consistently advocated the
Twin Bed principle.

They have invented Springs, too, that
yield evenly to the contours of the body
—always resilient and elastic.

For example—

“Waldorf” Box Spring—Composed of
finest oil-tempered double cone spirals,
mounted on a frame of seasoned hard-
wood and upholstered with heavy layers
of white cotton felt. Covered with at-
tractive ticking. Finished with roll edge.
A spring that really does give freely to all
the contours of the body, yet supports
the spine in any sleeping position.

Now this latest achievement—good de-
sign in metal beds—involves alse the
mvention of a truly seamless tubing.

Marvelous new ignition current
Jor motor boats

E announce Columbia “Multiple” Dry Bat-
tery No. 356, with four times the life of an
ordinary battery, and so absolutely waterproof

it will work under water. OU will find them in the leading stores

—and with them some very charme
ing Brass Beds and Children’s Cribs—
built for sleep, by Simmons Limited.

Prices of Simmons Beds are little, if
any, higher than those of ordinary beds.
if you have any trouble finding them we
shall be glad to send you the names-of
Simmons merchants near your home. /

It's exactly what you have always wished for, but
supposed impossible to create.
A Solid Dry Battery of 15 Cellpower—

Absolutely Waterproof—Only 2 Binding
Posts, and They’re Perfectly Insulated

Nota thing to keep in running order—not a spot
to protect from rust—not a connector to work
loose and break the circuit.

Ask your dealer today for a Columbia “Multiple”
No. 356 for your ignition—and you’ll order an-
other soon for your lights.

Canadian Made for Canadian Trade
CANADIAN NATIONAL CARBON CO.
. Limited -

Sle‘eip is @ big subject. Write us for the booklet, “What Leading Medical Journals
and Health Magazines Say About Separate Beds and Sound Sleep.” Free of charge.

SIMMONS LIMITED

WINNIPEG VANCOUVER

MONTREAL CALGARY

SIM

TORONTOC

Toronto, Canada

v
COMING—Another Eveready Contest, $10,000.00
in Cash Prizes. Ask your dealer for particulars.

Long-lived Tungsten Batieries
fit all flashlights
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