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almost unnoticed. Was that because we all agreed with it ?

I regard the pronouncement as the most important thai has
ever been made in the Dominion House of Commons. Let
Canada discuss it and definitely adopt or reject it.

A recent speaker, before the Mulock Club in Toronto,
used the following language:

" There is a growing feeling that Canada ought
to bear her fair share of the burden of Imperial
defence. Canadian shipping and interests abroad
are now defended by the British navy at the expense
of the taxpayers of England, Scotland and Ireland.
In the Behring Sea matter, for instance, the seizure
of Canadian ships was prevented solely by the
presence of British ships of war in the Pacific. The
"nited Kingdom paid the expense; Canada received
the benefit. Ordinary self-respect will prevent
Canadians allowing this state of affairs to continue
permanently."

Is that true ? Let us carefully inquire, and if so, let us
make our calculations and hand over our conscience money
without the least delay. The charge is of the most serious
character. It directly affects the honor of every Canadian,
and there is, therefore, no fitter place for its consideration
than in a Canadian Club. Let some one of our members
investigate it and report to us. Let him give us the names
of any Canadian vessels that have been defended by British
ships. Let him tell us in what sense Canadian shipping is
" now defended by the British navy." Ships of all nations,
the smallest as well as the largest, sail the seas in time of
peace without protection from navies. Are Canada's ships
an exception? Did the speaker mean that Canadian ships
would be protected in case of war ? If so, before challenging
our self-respect, he might have noticed tiiat the war would
not be of our making, probably not in our interest; that the
assistance which we would be expected to render would far
overbalance any contra account; that tiie ship protection
would very likely be confined to vessels trading to the United
Kingdom, and that the activity in that direction would be
essentially necessary for Britain's ovi safety. Starvation


