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v«rsal cxpcrieiico teacli us that «he S[iirit of

Liberty lias directed the ciuncils ot every

Slate, wlntever its position, wliatever the

origin of us iiihahitaiits.tliat has bt-en ivilUnf^

ti> be free, and that the (ieiiiiis of America,

lias in evt ry instance preserved her children

from h:irni. while she h.is driven from their

territories the enemies of their repose. An
American needs but to raise his hands and Iho

chains fall unshackled from his arms.

Althou(rh, however dark may have been

her prospects, everi/ Amcricun 5"latc has been

triumphant in her contest will. Lnro|)e. I sec

the Kuroptan sneer at the idea of rebellion in

Canada. These sneers are not victories.

General Grant declared, that with five regi-

ments he could drive all the disatlected in the

old colonies before him. Piiy he was not

employed, for Burgoyne, who more cccnomi-

cally oflered to ride thro;igh the en mtry wilh

a •* troop of horse. ' was not precisely success-

ful as a victor. IJe and his army *' rode

throuy;h "the country"' certainly—but us )>ri-

sonersot war.

The jirescnt Nona American colonies

contain a population nearly ecjual to that of

the old colonies at tlie;'ommencement of your

troubles ; but. leaving the «)lhers, I shall con-

fine my obser\alions to the Canadas, and
principally to the lAver province, which rela-

tively, now stLinds in the jiosition of AIas>a-

chusetts in 1770. The p(>i)uiation of that

t!» ate was iluii ;{4(),(X).) ; ours is now over

GUO.OIH). Of ihese. three-fourths are of French
extraction, united almost to a man. Of the

rcmainini: fourtli, one-half are Americans,
\\[u) would never fiixlit to nuiiiiltiin E'lropean

supremacy : the reinaininif half contains a
majority of Irish, about whom there is '* no
mistake,"' sol' :it ti-.e upliolders of monarchy,
whenever 5 conte.-t begins, would be reduced
to the Bi iti>h merchants and otruia s of .Mon-

treal and (i,uebec, and their imuiediato depen-
dants. Ujiper t'anada is mure equally ba-

lanced ;
but in a day of trial shewduld, like

the old colonies, notwithstanding their pre-

vious indifieri'm e, make conimon cause willi

an abi:s>.'d neighbor.

The white population ofyour thirte:?n States

CO lid not, ill 1775. have much exceeded two
millions. Your Tory, or British, part}', was
stronger than ours, for it vaunted that it could

eat up tlie rebels if it only "' got leave."' You
had half a million of .-laves to keep in sub-

jection, forming a majority in the Southern
«t;jta. onilo'n'-fifih fifthe eutire oonu'nti'it! iif

the whole. Yo.i had thousands of Indians,

under English intluence, hovering about.ieady

Rnd excited to h itcher every defencel
family. There whs h province in your r

filled with British troops, who commanded al

the Northern waters. In front you had ti

broad Atlantic, and Britain's tliousund shi

ready to attack at miy season of the year, an-

there lay your thirteen colonies, a mere ri

bon of 1,40, 1 miles in length, and your iw
million of inh;d>nants. almost within read
of their ships' guns. Your far west was the

the Susquehanna and the .Xlleghanies. B
what mirai le did you succeed .'

How much brighter are the prospects o:

Canada! .Massachusetls,which may be conni

dercd to have commenced ihR war singly, hai

then but !HO,Ol)() iuhabitnnts. Lower Uanadb
I'.as f)iK),0,jO, and with the U|)()er I'rovince

may form a conifiact million. \Vc have a
few Tories, who, like yours of old, would be
loud wliHii protected by Britsh guns, and
get paid for it when the troops removed, as

they j)fii/ ships—with a coat of tar, and feather

otnameuts. Wc base no slaves to rise upon
their mas'ers : we have no hustile Indians to

dread. If they acted at all it would be as

allies to Mie (.'anil lians. inst;ad of savpges,

we have seventeen millions of sympathizing
freemen on ourborders, from w hom thousands,

whatever might be the laws of neutrality,

Avould come to ourassist&nc<;, to prevent Eu-
ropean butchery from ag.iiii suiuryling Ame-
rican soil with iVmcrican bhxKl. Instead of

1 100 miles of scacoast constantly exposed,
we have only one inlet—at Q.uebec, only
two-thirds of a mile broad, and closed by ice

four months out of twelve. By commencing
a revohitKMi in Nov ember, we should remain
in peaceable possession of ihecountry for six

months. Nor would it be safe at any time to

send shipsof war into the river. Th^y would
be hemmed in by sunken rafis, " snags." and
' sawyers,'' that could be placed at an hour's

notice. Then there is the danger of tire, from
which there could be no escape in u narrow
channel, with aliernutely a strong current

setting one way and a strong 'ide the other.

The whole Briiish navy, if it came here,

would in 2 years be desnoyed by fire-vessels.

Th' cities ol' .^lontreal and Quebec; might,

until starved out, remain in the hands of the

British, but the troops could never go into the

couutiy. In winter, in an excursion of ten

miles, the frost alone would provide frozea

toes, fro/en liii.;ers, and frozen noses enough
to keep half the dctatchment si.v months ia

hospital. Ill SJuim.T our clay roadi'^ would
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and even tro!>[m utml>lu to wade ihroufrli ther

wj lid have ta stru;z[^le throa^rli tho iuldH,


