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those relntinR to the crontion, that on cn(lcavorin« lo disentanKlo the tmth from t|i«

fiit.lo, ho niiulit cuHilv he indiiwl to suppoc" ihiit they rohited to the Haine event.

But so intimately had Timrufl ii.i.i the Ark hecome blended with Time itselt,

that the very paHsa{,'o in Santhoniatho describing tac fact, indirecily uitoats '.o tlie

truth of hJR assortionH :

" ChronoR (time) viriting the conntry of the South. t,'uyo all Egypt to the; god

Tmntm, tfiat it ini-ht he his kingdom." The hitter w.w, he tells mcMcu J hmr

in EcTpt. " Those things, says ho, tlie Ciiheri, the seven houh of Bydyc, and ttieir

brother Asclcuius, first of all sot down in the rcconls in oijcdicneo to »he coin,

mands of the God Taautus," which simply means that Tme gave the aecoum; tc

Thor or Taurus, and that the Pleiades wrote it on the records. Hut this mngtUar

allegory continues in the same strain :
" Ml these things (iie son of rhahwn

I Thcba an vvk) " the first Ilierophant of all among the Phoenicians, allmmzed and

mixed up with the oecun-ences oj vature and the world, and delivered t<) the pnosts and

prophet^, the superintondants of the mysteries; and they, penyivmg ike ramjor

thene allegories incrense, delivered them to their successors, and to foretgnera.

I think that no one who reads the learned works o. Bryant and Fabcr, and the

early mythological poems of Greece, witu the new light which ho Aztec commemo-

ration of the deluge sheds on the subject, can fail to see that Orpheus and other

early Greek writers composed works which, under the semblance of history were

flimplv poetical versions of astronomical truths, intelligible perh^p.<. to the initiated,

but unintolligiblo to the generality of mankind, and that the«e
_
llegones contuiu

continual allusion, to Tauru., the Pleiades and to Theba, veiled under words

having an analagous meaning or an identity in sound to the names of that constel-

lation or of the ark. 'j^hv. continual repetition of tl.e same names is enough in

itself to iuggest that there must have boon some hidden truth -, eiled under these

fables ; a»l that they must have been written in what was called the language of

^Tho ship Argo, Plutarch says, was made a constellation, as being the ark of

Osiris. All the incidents of the Expedition of the Argonauts which Newton

regards as an histori.^al narrative, clearly refer to r rimitive
festivals and supersti-

tions. The golden fleece hanging on the sacred tree, can be obtained to this daj

with but little danger by any one wlio is willing to outrage the superstitious venera-

S of the Russian peasantry for sacred trees wh ch they still adorn with wool and

yam, a custom, traces of which are to be found m Asia Atnca^ Aiistraha and

Aiica-(see Took's View of the Russian Empire, II. 372.) The Cauldron of

Medea waa well known to the early inl vbitants of Bntain as the cauluron of the

year and of the Fiood, which was "regarded as an e'««'^f'^'.*?'^J^»^?;ff ' „^"^^
'' kept boiUnq for a year and a day,," (Davies' Myth, of British Druids, p. 226)

;
and

as to Jason bathing at midnight fxs a protection from ^he spirits and throwing a

stone among the ghosts whom ho had conjured up, as a means of laying them a

fable told also of Cadmus, we lave the explanation in the history of the flood of

iCcalion, iu the fuaeral ritos of the ^n^^ops, in Ae superst.t^ns of the New

Zealanders, and in the ceremonies at the Lemuria, the R«jn'*"
/««,ff

^,°^,^hoot8

-CSee an e p. 34, 5.^>, note, 91. Ovid Fast, v 437. Or. Kal. Ital. I.^aOi 305.

Sirr'8 Ceylon, II. 199. The Mahavansi, III. 150. Le Peuple Primitif, xl. 179.)

The fables of Orpheus and Euryd cc, of Ceres a|^rosorpine are merely poetical

vers ons of populii- superstitions that still existlffong some of our peasantry, as

Jo Ses latlng the food of the "good people," is st 11 as dangerous as eacmg

promeg anates in Hades once was ; looking back at Hahween, is as unlawful as it

was at the "festival of ghosts," or in the realms of Pluto; and the cake offered

To Cerberus still exists in oui' somas or " All Soul's" cake, and m the mukbtpoijo

^''^But tlrhS oTtfraehas been more merciful than the imngiuation of the poet,

and has preserved more distinct relics of primitive society m the customs of the

Jeop?6 than are to be found in the allegories of Grecian mnhologv ^et while n.t

I!n?v scholars but even school-boys are expected to be famdiar wuh aU the fables

of antiquity, the learned have too often despised ao uawOitfij ai nuui-v uic r-nug

» Cory's Ancifat Fragments, p. 16. Eiweb. Pruep. Evan, I. c. 19.


