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the defires of the people before us, to purfiie
them, not in the fpirit of literal obedience, which
may militate with their very principle, much Icfs

to treat them with a peevifh and contentious litiga-

tion, as if we were adverfe parties in a fuir. It
would. Sir, be moft dillionourable for a faithful
reprefentative of the commons, to take advantage
ofany inartiiicial expreffion of the people's wi/hes,
in order to fruftrate their attainment of what they
have an undoubted right to expcd:. We are un-
der infinite obligations to our conftituents, who
have raifed us to fo diftinguiflied a truft, and
have imparted fuch a degree of fandity to com<
mon charaders. We ought to walk before them
with purity, plainnefs, and integrity of heart;
with filial love, and not with flavifli fear, which
is always a low and tricking thing. For my
own part, in what I have meditated upon that
fubjed:, I cannot indeed take upon me to fay I have
the honour tofollow the fenfe of the people. The
truth isylmei it on the ivay, while I was purfuing
their intereft according to my own ideas. I am
happy fa^eyond expreffion, to find that my intention^
have fo far coincided with theirs, that I have not
had caufe to be in the leaft fcrupulous to fign
their Petition, conceiving it to exprefs my own
opinions, as nearly as general terms can exprefs
the objeft of particular arrangements.

I am therefore fatisfied to ad: as a fair mediator
between government and the people, endeavouring
to form a plan which fhould have both an eafly
and a temperate operation. I mean, that it fliould
be fubftancial ; that it Ihould be fv Hematic. That
it Ihould rather ftrike at the firft caufe of prodi-
gality and corrupt influence, than attempt to fol-
]ow them in all their cffccbs.

It was to fulfil the fiift of thefe obje<5ls (the
propofal of fometliing fubflantial) that I found

myfelf


