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ought to obey God rather than men," and if at any time you are
called upon to officiate in such a case, it will be your duty to
refuse, for compliance would be wilful sin.

While speaking of marriages, I wish to correct a common mis-
apprehension, respecting the force of a license. It is commonly
supposed that it obliges a Clergyman to marry the persons who
have obtamed it, but its effect is merely to dispense with the publi-
cation of banns, and if he knows of any objection to the marriage,
he is not relieved of his responsibility by the license.

An Act has also been passed, permitting Clergymen ordained
m the United States to officiate here, under the Bishop's license,
notwithstanding the prohibition contained in the Imperial Act of
George III., chap. 84. Considering our proximity to the States,
and the fact that the Clergy of our communion are always welcomed
there, it has always been an unpleasant duty to treat them other-
wise than as we are treated by them, and I rejoice that the
disabilities are now removed.

You are aware that determined efforts have been made in
England to obtain a revision of our Prayer Book, and we have
reason to thank God that they have been unsuccessful, for any such
revision as was proposed would probably have led to a large seces-
sion from the Church. The alterations desired by some would be
deemed highly objectionable by others, and it would be vain to
expect, for anything new, the feelings which have been engendered
by^ the long-continued use of a book, now venerable for its anti-
quity, as well as cherished on account of its intrinsic merits. We
do not pretend that our Prayer Book is perfect in all its parts, for
all human compositions must bear traces of human infirmity, but
we believe we have in it a heritage of inestimable value, and we
may well be jealous of any interference with it. It may be that
the compilers have sometimes omitted what might advantageously
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