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Syndicate and also to Tfce Outlook, The ItuU-
pendtnt, and Everybody's, the attempt is made to
draw from the present lamentable contest cer-
tain lessons which it would be well for our peo-
ple to learn. Among them are the following:

We, a people akin to and yet diflEerent from all

the peoples of Europe, should be equally friendly
to all these peoples while they behave well,
should be courteous to and considerate of the
rights of each of them, but should not hesitate
to judge each and all of them by their conduct.
The kind of "neutrality" which seeks to pre-

serve "peace" by timidly refusing to live up to
our plighted word and to denounce and take
action against such wrong as that committed in
the case of Belgium, is unworthy of an honorable
and powerful people. Dante reserved a special
place of infamy in the inferno for those base
angels who dared side neither with evil nor with
good. Peace is ardently to be desired, but only
as the handmaid of righteousness. The only
peace of permanent value is the peace of right-
eousness. There can be no such peace until well-
behaved, highly civilized small nations are pro-
tected from oppression and subjugation.

National promises, made in treaties, in Hague
conventions, and the like are like the promises of
individuals. The sole value of the promise comes
in the performance. Recklessness in making


