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((ill continued •, and that probably the Prsnch
might engage in the afTiftance of Spain^ before he
could arrive in Great-Britain \ andthcretbre, know-
ing that no intelHgcnce could get to Eurcpe of the

prize he had taken, and the treafure he had on
board, till the return of the merchantmen from
Canton^ he was rdblved to make all pofltble expe-

dition in getting back, that he might be himfelf

the lirft meffcnger of his own good fortune, and

might thereby prevc^ii. the enemy from forming

any projedts to intercept him : For thefe reafons,

ke, to avoid all delay, accepted of the fiim offered

for the galeon ^ ^nd ihe being delivered to the

Merchants the 15th of Becembtr 174^, the Centu-

riofft the iame day, got under fail, on her return

to England. And, on the ^d of January, Ihe came
to an anchor at Prince's IJland in the Streights of

Sunda^ and contimitd there wooding and watering

till the iJth I whea (he weighed and Hood for The

Cape of Good Hopt, where, oil the i iih of March^

flic anchored in Table-ba^. *'- 5-' • - •

- ^be Cape of Good Hope is fitdated in a temperate

climj^te, where tli« exceffcs t>f heat and cold arc

rarely known ; and the Dtttch inhabitants, who arc

numerous, and who here retain their native induf-

try, have ftock'd it with prodigious plenty of all

fort of fruits ajsd provifion: •, molt of which, either

from the equaUty of the le-iui;s, cr the peculiarity

of the foU, are more dslicious in their kind than

can be met with elfewhcre : So that by thele, and

by the excellent water which abounds there, this

fcttkment ii the beft provided of any in the known

world, for thd refrefhmeut of feamen aiter long

voyages. Here the Commodore continued till the

beginning of Jpril^ highly delighted with the
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