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trausformed into Aiminius by Tacitus and other Roman
writers, so, in accordance with the custom of the age when
Latin was the language of current literature, this name
was Latinized, and has come down in modern English as

James Arminius. He was born in 1560 at Oudewater,
(''Old water,") a small town in the Southern Netherlands.

He lost his father in early childhood, and, his mother being
left in straitened circumstances, the promising intellect of

the boy so attracted the attention of patrons that he was
taken to school at JNIarburg. When fifteen years of age
his native town, Oudewater, was taken by the Spaniards,

and his mother, brother, and sister were all massacred,

leaving him the sole survivor of his family. He was sent

by his patrons to the new university at Leyden, where he
remained six years. Such was his proficiency that the city

of Amsterdam adopted him as her vesterling or foster-child,

to be educated at the public expense, being bound by a

written obligation to be at the command of the city through
life. He studied at Geneva under Beza, as well as at Basle
under Gryneas. At the latter place he was offered a
doctorate, but declined the offer on account of his youth.
By Beza he was commended to Amsterdam in high terms.

He then went to Italy to become accomplished in philosoijhy

under Zerabella, and, having visited Bome and the other

princiixil cities, returned to Amsterdam, where he was
installed minister at the age of twenty-eight.

Arminius's ministry in Amsterdam, of fourteen years'

duration, forms the second period of his life. His learning
and eloquence, were rapidly rendering him one of the
leading theologians and preachers of his age. He was of

middling size, had dark, piercing eyes, and voice light but
clear, and possessing a winning mellowness. His manners
were magnetic, and he had the power of fastening firm
friends He was condescending to the lowly, and a


