
m BUYING A TIN CUP.

toot-tv>()t I" oiinie from a bin! in the nearest
Jiiokor}', i\ solomn-looking binl with a brown
biii'k and a voice like a wooden whistle.

Mr. MidiHorib paused and ijlanoed toward
tlir tree, wliilo the benign smile whieh made,
his faee look like a lumaged photograph of

one of the early Christian martyrs, faded
away like a summer twilight. He resumed :

" A elouti ^ay era
"

"Too-toot too doodle toot-te-doot ! Whee-
tie de deetle. tweet tweet tweotle tweet,

twee twte wlioot de doot too too, ehip])ity-

wippity. eheep-eheep-elieep, whoot, squaek
8(iuaok !" went otl' tlie whole chorus, cages
and trees, sujiplementeil by a visiting party
of eat-birds, all aroused into indignant and
jealous protest by the obtrusive solo of the
wooden whistle bird, who appeared to bo
jui ubjeet of general iiislike. Mr. Middle-
rib, tliinking lie would read down opposi-
tion, went right on :— died near the setting sun,

A "-{1 am of erini
"

' K-r-i r t-r-r !"

A wooilpieker tapped liis merry rounde-
lay on the roof of the poreh, and .Mrs. Middle-
rii> sprang from her eliair with, "Merey on
na I|\vhat IS tliat?" Mr. Middlerib made a

cutting remark about people who had no
appveeiation of the lieautiful in nature or
art, and nMuarked :

" A gleam of orimson tinged its
'

" Twee-ee, twee, deedle-eedle-odle twiddle
twoddle, twoot, too too tweedle oi»t ! Teedle
idle eedle odle, twee twee, twee ! I'e weet,
pe weet ! W'hootle ootle tootle too, scpiack

sipiaeU I"

Mr. Middlerib elevated his voice to about
ninety dt reea in the shade and roared :

" tinjied its braided snow,
Long luul 1 wat— "

"Caw, ea\^. eaw I Ca-a-a-aw !" eauie

f.om tin. pensive erow, startled from its

quiet n-ireat in the old dead eo* '.oiiwood,

:>inl Miss Middlerih giggled. lUit Mr. M.
inl't tte>! his lungs and i oared on :

' til. .;liir> mm \\\\; on,
O' f till' ^.lill ra(liane««— "

" Tv.mile ,le twoolle, caw, caw, tweetle
doodlfl^e.i :\veet! K-r-r-l r i -krk. kikl
tweenee.ll' > <{ tweet I teedle, idle, wlinot,

:

toot, (wool I nho ! stpiaidt, sipiaeU, k r-r-r
j

Mur I'p, >'e nasiy, .'•Muauking, v.allipin'

howliu' litMe heaMsI Slnu)! Ligiit onto'
tills or I'll s'.ne \ efroni lii'i\' to Hiditax! Scat
with yer noise! Olil'' exolaimed "m exaa-

fiorated woisliipper of nature as hi luiiled his

look into I he nearest tree and went oil' the
poivh to link I'or some stoni'S, " If there ib

aiij tiling in tMs world 1 hate nmrt^ than an-
other, its a lot of nasty, llitteiiug, tidgety,

yowping, howling birds! Ugh!" And he

threw his shoulder nearly out of joint, and
ojirained his .•irm. in jv In lenh-an but futile

edbrt to lilt abhukliiid a mih' and a halt

away, with a mek as l)ig as a straw liat. \\v

has dropjied thesuliduir baths for the present

and taken to arniea.

Buyln«r a Tin Cup.

The town Avas do/ing ill the drow<<y sun-

lightnf a dull .Vni'ii."'. al'terno«>ii, >\h«n a de-

jeeteil lookiui: man, witii the appearance oi

»>ne who was making desjierate efl'orts to ap-

pear unctmeerntd. steppe. 1 into a j)rominent

and fashionable dry-gocds estaldishnient up
on deft'erson-stiet't. SeeiJiing the jirotlered

8to<d, he braeed liiinself linnly against the

lanuder. and, looking the p.dite and attentive

clerk lixetlly inthee\c. hndvethe impressive

silence by abruptly di'iiiajxling:

" tiimnie tiiilviipl "

" We 'ii not l:eepthein, sir," smilingly re-

plied the alliilili I !erk, and the glare of sus-

picion vitli M liieh that man regarded him
was sullieieiit to idiili the blood of a snake.

" l>( nkee]) tinknp.- ''" he asked, tjuiekly

and distrusttiilly.
" No, .sir," replied tin- (derk. " wo have

no tin-eups. This is a dry-goods .store, \o'i

will tind the tin .^^tore farther up the street."

"Few doidi''<"p uotinkups w alrhkeep l*'

demanded ihe in;u>, im]ierii)iisly.

" We have gren;idin(>s, ealieo.s, bareges,

gros grain rihlmii.--, t;irletan, vel\its, moire,

.•inti(|ne, empress rhitli, pongee and >lapanc8e

silks

Shut her otlT' ejaculated the man, " I'nt-

tit up! I'uttit up!"
Me turiH'd a\v;i3' with a dignilied gesture,

and walked away with stately, thouj.h un-
certain .strides, ami dived into the IMumlor
store, where he startletl the i>roprit>tor by
tlic s.uue ur.,< ut '!i';i::i^l f'lV the "'.iidvup,

'

and hewas iiiiaU\ piloted into KaiitX' Kriech-

banm's, where he bought his " tinkup,"
which lie fell down on hefove he got !) the

Harret House cDrncr, mashing it as Hnt as a

pic OS I. 1 ' . .. -..^ 1.-1;.,' !.it i> 'i v\ ..;gO»l

and, .i.i he iiioNi' ,i\\,t\, i.!,w Ui\sl tile eiti>' n.-

saw ot him he w.aa holding the ilattcnod tin

cup hiM'ore him, exelain.i: g nu iully :

" Devlofa Itxtkin- I ;ikupthatis:"

One of the Legion.

A 1 i;i/.en (>!' <Miiti IJilJ,

llifi viisa^^ ti.'iilied ni lears.
His r.iinie .1 •vk o i<i'd w ith run :tn\ . dn^l.

Ills mit.d ili^li-iiiuihl Willi tears,
W'/is It auiiiK n;) 'n,\ Ihe > hat lei ed m>,lc,

.\\u\ lii-i Kid «>,M'.-* Ki'i.ed around
\\ here ici kle s ruin heri' and tliere

\\ ilh I'r 11 iiii'iii-i a\vi w I il ihe i.'roiiiid.

Dill a lira) iniii sloo I )ie.>iile liim
To heai' wluii heiiiit;lit say.

As lie str<>te1ie(l Idiii out Ids uoud rl^ht arm
And waited lor hi;« i'a.\.


