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oxcepfion of a Hhort time duiiiifj tho Hpiintj fresluts, the coal has to bo

Hcowed a diHtaiico of a mile aud a (luarter to the Lake.

The price of the coal at the "bank" varion acconling to the (|uality, the

UHUal price of the best utiscrcciiod bciiiy; iVoju sixteen to eii^hteen shillinju;s per

chaldron, Hubject, however, to a (Sovtfrnmciit <luty of one Hhillin^', and some-

times two rthillin^'s. The iieceHsity of so often handling tlu! coal tendt* to

break it up, and thereby cjroatly leHsens its value. It i.s thought by i)erHonri

well ttC(|uainted with the Ktream, that the Huiall i)ortion of it between the

Lake and the bank, whi«!h rerpiircH drcdi^incr, could be rendered navigable

and a wharf be built, for about .£500 or X(iOO. If this were done, vckhoIh

could proceed to the bunk and load in one day, insteatl of in four, as now
required. A savini^ of one Bhilling on the frei^^ht would thereby be etfcctcd,

and the value of the coal itself would be enhanced by saving, to a consi<lerable

extent, the loss by breakage.

The locality, however, in not altogether a promising one, and uidess a

thicker bed should bo discovered, which is not probable, mining operations

cannot be carried on very succoBsfully. The coal is of the "caking" variety,

igniting readily, but requiring frequent stirring for complete combustion.

One of the principal objections to its use is the presence of pyrites, which in

some portions is very abundant. For further information concerning this

locality, see Johnston's Report, page 42.
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LIMESTONE, GYPSUM, GllAPIlITK, &o.

Next to coal, limestone and gypsum are of the highest importance, but

are two well known to require extended notice here. I have already alluded

to the immense beds of the latter, which characterise much of the red sand-

stone district of the Tobique River, in the vicinity of the Wapskahegan and

Plaster Island. Of other localities, one of the finest and most productive is

the vicinity of Hillsborough, in Albert County, where the very pure and

beautiful variety, termed alabaster, is extensively quarried and calcined. It

occurs also at Sussex, and at Cape Maranguin, in Westmorland. Limestone

is too common to require notice. In the limestone district of Restigouche,

at Belledune, a beautiful crystallised variety (termed Iceland spar,) occurs,

and is of the best quality for optical purposes.

Heavy Spar or Barytes, {sulphate ofbar>jta,)is quite commonly associated with

metallic ores. When abundant, it is valuable for the purpose of ad-mixture

with white lead, and is sometimes employed alone. The only locality known

to me, where the quantity is likely to prove large, is the L'Etang Island,

where it must necessarily be removed in the mining for lead, which has been

undertaken in that district. Limestone is also abundant in that vicinity,

and the three might bo profitably worked together.

Pyrites or bisulphuret of iron, (the mindic of the miners,) is a very im-

portant mineral production, and none is more common in the Province.

Under certain circumstances, its value cannot be over-estimated. From it

are prepared, by very simple processes, some of the most important chemicals


