
X

[ 1= ]

one in time to avoid it, we were obliged

to leave the veflel to the direftion of Pro-

vidence, and fortunately, I might fay al-

moft miraculouQy, run through them all

without damage. The anxiety and per-

turbation of mind that the crew and paf-

fengers were in, while in the midft of thefc

rocks, may be eafily conceived •, and now
that the danger was over, it turned out to

be a fortunate occurrence for us. For,

by this time, the failors being ready to

fink under the accumulated diflreffes of

cold and fatigue, and deprefTed by the

little hopes they had of faving the veflcl,

had nearly determined a fecond time to

quit the pumps, and leave the veflel to

her fate, when acquiring frelh fpirits from
the danger we had efcaped, and, as the

vulgar are generally inclined to fuperiti-

tion, attriburing what was perhaps acci-

dent alone to the immediate interpofition

of i^rovidence, they agreed to continue

their efforts a little longer ; towards which

they were likev/ife not a little encouraged

by the wine wliich I diftribvited to them
occafionally.
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