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I 7 c6. t'lon of General Shirley, it vvar^ owing to my appro-

^ bation of his fchemes., as conducive to the common

iveaiof the Bri^irh pian'ation^ : and if my judge-

ment was in luir, rcgrr/J erroneous, I have the plea-

' fiire tp HnJ mylelt in v^ry rci-eflahlc company.

Exc.apt ^^«:;w Yorlr^ or raiiu r a prevailing fixiiop

there, all the colonies hold him ia very high efteem.

Some have m:;de public declarati ;ns of their fenfc

of his great merit j and that too, at a time when

he appeared defcending from his meridian of glory.

But lie needed no other than the tedimoni^ls of Iiis

own province-, for he, my Lord, whofe conducfl is

approved by the people of the Ma/Tachufletts Bay,

mufl be diftinguifhed both for his abilities and his

virtue. They are too numerous and wife to be de-

ceived, too free and independent to be driven. An
undue influence can never be obtained by the go-

vernor of a colony, who has neither power nor pla-

ces to bellow.— Their afiemblies are annual— the

members elefled by ballot, in number near 200.—
The council, cr middle eftate, chofen yearly by the

. alTembly : — and as all the offices are eleflive, not

a man in the province is dependent on the fmilcs or

the frowns of the King's reprefentative : — and yet

fo v/ife, free, and loyal a people have approved his

judgment; confided in his imegrity; teftified in

his favour •, and publickly lamented his departure

from


