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cured, is little inferior to timothy. With a country which has thus the

elements of prosperity in itself, and an intelligent and industrious popu-

lation, this tribe must, ere long, pre- '^nt the gratifying spectacle of a

civilized race.

6. The dsages. This tribe is indigenous, and formerly owned a

large part of the territory which is now assigned to others. Their habits

and condition have been, however, but little benefited by the use which

they have made of their annuities. Great exertions have been made by

the local agents to induce them to give up their erratic mode of life,

and become agriculturists. Tvi this end stock and agricultural imple-

ments have been furnished them, and other facilities given, but without

any general effects. Among these may be named the building of mills,

and the erection of well built cabins for their chiefs. There is no tribe

to which the term predatory may be so appropriately applied as to the

Osages. They have, from an early day, been plunderers on that fron-

tier, among red and white men. Possessing a large territory, formerly

well supplied with the deer, elk and buffalo, powerful in numbers, cou-

rageous in spirit, and enjoying one of the finest climates, these early

predatory habits have been transmitted io the present day. They are

loth to relinquish this wild license of the prairies—the so-called free-

dom of the roving Indian. But it is a species of flreedom which the

settlement of Missouri and Arkansas, and the in-gathering of the semi-

civilized tribes tVom the south and the north, has greatly restricted.

Game has become comparatively scarce. The day of the hunter is well

nigh past in those longitudes. When to this is added the example of

the expatriated Indians, in tillage and grazing, their field labors in

fencing and erecting houses, their improved modes of dress, their

schools, and their advanced state of government and laws, the hope

may be indulged that the Osages will also be stimulated to enter for the

itize of civilisation. .^ . .,;.,ij.
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Such are the six principal tribes who form the nucleus, or, to use a

military phrase, the right wing of the expatriated aboriginal population,

as the bands are arranged in their order from south to north, in the

trans-Ozark or Indian territory. It would afford us pleasure to devote

some separate considerations to each of the remaining nineteen tribes and

half tribes, or remnants and pioneers of tribes, who make up this impos-

ing and interesting colony, where, for the first time since the settlement

of the Continent, the Indian race is presented in an independent, com-

pact, and prosperous condition. But it would manifestly extend this

article beyond its just limits, and we must therefore generalize our re-

maining notices.

We still, however, adhere to a geographical method. The Senecas

from Sandusky, and the mixed Senecas and Shawnees, are situated

northeast of the Cherokees, and between the latter and the western
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